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Information Transfer Program Introduction

Information Transfer Program Introduction

The Iowa Water Center organizes and conducts education and outreach activities throughout the year. The
focus of the Iowa Water Center 2011 Information Transfer Project was on educating the public concerning the
quality of water resources and the impacts of best management practices on these resources. Center activities
take the form of conferences, scientific poster symposiums, field days, special publications, web page updates,
and informational documents for educators and the general public
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Information Transfer Project

Information Transfer Project

Basic Information

Title: |Information Transfer Project
Project Number:|20111A245B
Start Date:|3/1/2011
End Date:|2/11/2012
Funding Source:|104B
Congressional District: |4

Research Category:|Not Applicable

Focus Category:|Education, Water Quality, Agriculture

Descriptors:

Principal Investigators:|Richard Cruse, Hillary Ann Olson
Publication

1. Authors (Jim Newman, Rick Cruse, Brian Ritter, William Crumpton, Erwin E. Klaas, Richard C.
Shultz, Thomas M. Isenhart, K.J. Franz, Kayla J. Steffens, Mimi Wagoner, Hugh J. Brown, Thomas
E. Fenton, Richard Jensen, Dan B. Jaynes, Rob Malone, Kelly Thorp, Xiangwei Chen, Enhen Wang,
Jackie Hartling Stolze, Douglas L. Karlen), 2011, “Getting into Soil and Water,” for copies contact
Rick Cruse, 39p
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The lowa Water Conference held 7 and 8, March 2011 on the lowa State University campus
attracted 425 participants. The conference theme was: “More Water to Manage.” Conference
partners included the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, lowa Department
of Natural Resources, lowa Association of Municipal Utilities, the Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture, lowa Flood Center, lowa Floodplain and Stormwater Management
Association, lowa Learning Farms, lowa State University Extension, the lowa Water Center, and
the lowa Storm Waters Education Program. The conference was expanded to a two-day venue.

Multiple outreach activities were conducted with the lowa Learning Farm (ILF). These included
presentations at field days across lowa addressing a range of water related issues associated
with agricultural management practices. The IWC was engaged to strengthen water related
educational activities of the ILF. The IWC also partnered with the ILF on a funded proposal
titled: Water Rocks. The IWC will receive support for the program coordinator (average 0.12
FTE) for the next two years from this grant.

The IWC developed with the ISU Soil and Water Conservation Club our third annual educational
/outreach publication, titled “Getting into Soil and Water.” Approximately 1,600 copies have
been distributed in lowa, including to lowa high school science teachers, potential students
visiting the Environmental Science program in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,
lowa DNR offices, all Natural Resources Conservation Service offices in lowa, selected ISU
alumni, lowa Extension offices, all attendees of the lowa Water Conference, and the lowa
Environmental Council.

Multiple invited presentations were given by the director addressing water and water related
issues, include the following:
1. Cruse, Richard M. 2011. Biofuels, climate change and hydrology: A tsunami of
challenges. Presented at Low Carbon Economy: EU Energy and Environment
Innovations. The Hungarian EU Presidency 2011 - Open University Programme. St.
Istvans University. Godollé, Hungary. April 8.

2. Cruse, Richard M. 2011. Climate change impacts on lowa. Presented at Inquiry
Approaches to Climate, Weather, and Energy in the 6-9 Classroom. Center for Global
and Regional Environmental Change. University of lowa. lowa City, IA. June 13.

3. Cruse, Richard M. 2011. Climate change, natural resource degradation and the
American dream. Guest lecture in, “Environmental Challenges and Responses.”
Grinnell College, Grinnell, IA. October 7.

4. Cruse, Rick and Scott Staggenborg. 2011. Climate change impact on crop
performance and soil and water. Presented at Agricultural Decision Making with a
Water and Climate change Perspective. Heartland Regional Water Coordination
Initiative. Nebraska City, NB. November 2, 2011.

5. Cruse, Richard M. 2011. Climate Change and Agriculture. Presented at Forum

on Adaption: Farm Production, Risk Management, Food Security and Changes in
Weather and Climate. Bipartisan Policy Center. Washington DC. November 18.
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The IWC director led the development of a peer reviewed document jointly published by the
IWC and Council for Agriculture Science and Technology (CAST); the publication addresses
land management impacts on stream water quality in agricultural watersheds. The document

draft was completed in 2011, was reviewed in the fall of 2011 and ultimately published in March
2012.
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USGS Summer Intern Program

None.
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Notable Awards and Achievements

Chapter Achievement Award- SWCS; The lowa State University Soil and Water Conservation Club which
partners with the lowa Water Center has received the Soil and Water Conservation Society’s Chapter
Achievement Award. The student organization published its fourth annual educational /outreach publication,
titled “Getting into Soil and Water.” Approximately 1,600 copies have been distributed in lowa, including to
Iowa high school science teachers, potential students visiting the Environmental Science program in the
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, lowa DNR offices, all Natural Resources Conservation Service
offices in Iowa, selected ISU alumni, Iowa Extension offices, all attendees of the ITowa Water Conference, and
the Iowa Environmental Council.
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