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Introduction
This document outlines the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Water Census (NWC) policy regarding the sharing of data and products by researchers funded partially or entirely by the NWC. The objective of this policy is to ensure and facilitate full and open access to scientific data and data products. This policy is to be considered a binding condition for all NWC-supported projects.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The NWC, in order to provide guidance and support for data management, archiving, and sharing, has developed two documents: the first document, the National Water Census Program Data Management Manual, outlines a strategy for managing and sharing NWC project related data and is intended to provide the NWC Data Steward and researchers information on a variety of topics including roles and responsibilities, metadata, file formats, and data standards. The second document, the NWC Data Management Planning Instructions, provides details to researchers on what should be included in their data management plans, required of all NWC funded projects; this document includes templates and examples that project chiefs and NWC Data Steward can use to develop project data management plans. 

Data Sharing Policy
The USGS and the NWC are committed to the establishment, maintenance, validation, description, distribution, and long-term availability of data. Therefore, researchers who perform work under the NWC will ensure that research data, computational models, software and scripts, end-user tools, and information products adhere to the following policies.
1. Data Management Planning:
Project workplans submitted to the NWC for funding must include a data management plan consistent with the NWC Data Management Planning Instructions.
2. Data Sharing:
Projects are expected to openly share the data, deliverables, data products, samples, physical collections, and other supporting materials created or gathered in the course of work funded by the NWC. Release of data and associated products at the conclusion of the project into the public domain is USGS and NWC policy. Conclusion of the project is defined as the date upon which final deliverables are due for submission to the NWC. Any deviations from this policy must be agreed upon prior to a project’s start. For data where an appropriate USGS approved/supported database exists, project data must be stored in that database in addition to ScienceBase (examples listed below). For data that does not have a logical ‘home’ in a USGS supported database, these data must be stored in the NWC ScienceBase repository until an appropriate database becomes available.
a. Surface water, ground water, water quality, and water use data – NWIS via ADAPS, GWSI, QWDATA, AWUDS, SWUDS
b. Biologic data – BioData
c. Groundwater Models – Office of Groundwater mandated model archives
3. Proprietary and Restricted Data:
Projects using proprietary or restricted data from partners must make clear in their DMP what information and data can and cannot be released to the public upon conclusion of the project or whether there are defined sunset times involved. 
4. Long-Term Monitoring:
For projects making long-term observations or monitoring, data collected in a calendar year must be made public within six months of the end of the calendar year. 
5. Data Quality and Metadata:
PI(s) shall be responsible for the quality, completeness, and description of the data, metadata, and associated products. Complete metadata that fully and accurately describes the dataset and ensures its fitness for use are required when data are deposited with the NWC. For more information on metadata, see the NWC Data Management Manual and/or the USGS Data Management website (http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/index.php).
6. Data Formats:
PI(s) are required to preserve and transfer their data and data products to the NWC in common formats for long-term scientific research. Data that rely on licensed software for access, evaluation, and use must be identified in the project proposal, and proprietary formats and software must be documented in the metadata. Resulting data must be submitted in both the proprietary format and also in a non-proprietary format. 
7. Data Citation:
Data must be cited and referenced in publications and other media using a bibliographic reference similar to that used for journal articles in a format identified by the NWC Data Management Manual.
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