Water Census Ad Hoc Committee

Notes from Meeting in Palo Alto 4/28-29/10

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting opened with a presentation of the Water Census slide show, which explains the background and purpose of the Water Census and the basic components it is intended to contain.

The next subject was a presentation of the Water Indicators Concept Paper –

 Comments offered:
· How will you deal with water use regulation and water rights in the water availability context?
· Tim and scale for water availability indicators is really important – can you show us what you are planning to deliver? Eric will work with the Implementation Team to define this and provide a view of it.
· Look to report key success stories in water availability study and planning.
· Add "depleting ground water levels"

The next subject was a presentation of the Ecological Flows Concept Paper –

Comments offered:
· There was a discussion of statistical models versus deterministic models for delivering flows at ungaged watersheds. It was suggested that there are a variety of approaches that can work and we should be open to use all of them.
· It was suggested that the main role for USGS in this area should be to provide information, data, and tools to work with the data. But USGS does not need to be the ones that conduct all the work. As this relates to classification of streams as to their hydroecological type, USGS should come up with a classification process and scheme, but it can be up to States and other stakeholders to actually apply the classification. Similarly, on development of the relationship between flow alteration and ecological response, USGS should supply the tols and the data, but the process can be run and implemented by the users (States and other). 
· Christopher emphasized the importance of not only ecological “flows”, but also ecological “water levels”. In many systems, just the water levels are important ecologically.

The next subject was a presentation of the Water Use Concept Paper –

Comments offered:
· The ad hoc members are generally in favor of going for more detailed granularity of data. They would like to see a gap analysis done.
· They would like to see information about water use linked to the NHD+ coverage, including groundwater information.
· We did discuss security concerns with water use data and access to the public.
· There was a discussion of how water use estimation models could be improved.
· We discussed the “time-step” of water use data: daily versus monthly versus annual reporting.
· The committee called for a “conversion routine” for water use information.
· The committee wanted something on end affects of changes in water quality – what are the effects on recharge and reuse of water.
· A message that should come from water use to the lay public is to promote better work between external parties on how we use water – promote cooperation.
· Add "in reservoir uses" to uses of water
· Linking water use data with water supply will create new markets.
· Beyond reporting, update online estimates of water use as data is available.  IBM and other tech firms are proposing to create systems to gather and process data in real time.
· More detailed info such as change in temperature is important to know as is data on evaporation

The last subject was a presentation of the Products, Decision Support Systems, and Information Management Concept Paper –

Comments offered:
· The committee wants scenario development capability.
· They want a tool box that is linked to housing density, land use, impervious cover, StreamStats, population projections, and routing of flows.
· They want visualization of models
· They want the information to influence nfrastructure development decisions
· They would like nitrate models
· Be illustrative of principles in a theoretical sense.
· They want projections for a set of future horizions
· Show individual trends and where trends collide in the reports.
· 

Closing comments:
· Set up a presentation on the principle aquifer studies
· Complete an inventory of database needs
· Conduct a gap analysis
· Coordinate with the USACE and the Climate Programs

 
I took a few notes during the water census meeting.  All were on Thursday morning.
 
Eloise and Christopher:  Add "in reservoir uses" to uses of water
                                    Add "depleting ground water levels"
                                    Add " leakage from pipe adding to groundwater levels"
 
Tony:    Linking water use data with water supply will create new markets."
 
David:   Beyond reporting, update online estimates of water use as data is available.  IBM and other tech firms are proposing to create systems to gather and process data in real time.                     
 
Grace:  Some data is reported one to two years later
 
Eric:  Arkansas reports monthly info online. 
 
Eric:  There are discussions (debates) with USGS to either limit reporting to total withdrawals, total consumption and total returns or to do more detailed reporting on use by sector. What are the views of the ad hoc committee? 
 
Grace: By sector use information would really help from the user's point of view.
 
Roland: More detailed info such as change in temperature is important to know as is data on evaporation
 
Chris M: NASS surveys water use by crop group.  In response to a question: nurseries are a crop group.
 
David:  Some increased granularity of data is already in place. It is needed to support decisions in those 
        sectors.  Sampling can be used to fill in some of the gaps.
 
Eloise:  Yes, build gap analysis into the program.
 
Re the Information Management Product Delivery Support Systems
        Please the team info for the ad hoc committee
        Please share the Arkansas info with the ad hoc committee
 
Eloise:  Physical models are better than regression models.
 
Comment over phone (name not captured)   Show individual trends and where trends collide in the reports.
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