Water Census Ad Hoc Committee
Notes from Conference Call 5/14/10
On this call, I would like to cover the following issues:

1. I would like to spend the first 30 minutes going over the results from our survey of priorities for the next five, ten, and twenty years for the Water Census.

2. I would like to spend the second 30 minutes giving you a picture of our plans for how we would collaboratively scope the focus area studies

3. I would like to spend the third 30 minutes discussing a process for soliciting candidates for future focus area studies

4. I would like to spend the last 30 minutes going over a long-term agenda for the ad hoc committee and answering any questions or issues that you all have.


I will be compiling and sending out the priorities that everyone sent in this week - so look for that in your email.

Discussion of the priorities document  followed.

· Christopher Estes emphasized the point that we need to consider water levels in addition to flows in determining ecological requirements. Water levels in streams and lakes can be vital to ecological community functions.

· Bob Tudor emphasized that he sees many opportunities in the focus area studies to “push the envelope” on water availability analysis.
· Eloise Kendy emphasized that focus area studies could be used to test and demonstrate capabilities that can be scaled up to the whole country. We need to relate this back to the purpose of a focus area study.

· We should look to nest several study components within each focus area.

· We had a whole discussion on the issue of spatial scales.

· The Committee asked for presentations on the following complimentary initiatives:

· The USACE Integrated Water Resources Management Initiative

· The DOI Landscape Conservation Cooperatives and the regional Climate Science Centers

· The National Groundwater Monitoring Network Design

· The Regional Groundwater Availability Studies of Principal Aquifers under the Groundwater Resources Program

· The National Fish Habitat Plan
 
