Appendix C — Threatened & Endangered Species List

pw:USGS:29435.01\07\07\Environ_Assessment Stanley Consultants


https://29435.01

November 23, 2020

Mr. Bill Pearson

Field Supervisor

US Fish & Wildlife Services

Daphne Ecological Services Field Station
1208 Main St. B
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United States Department of the Interior

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Water Mission Area
Office of the Chief Operating Officer
Reston, Virginia 20192

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1208-B — Daphne, Alabama 36526
Phone: 251-441-5181 Fax:251-441-6222

Your project site contains suitable spring/summer habitat for the endangered Indiana

Daphne AL 36526

bat and/or threatened northern long-eared bat. However, you have stated that tree
removal will occur between October 15 and March 21; therefore, we concur that your
proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat and/or northern long-
eared bat. No other federally listed species/critical habitat are known to occur in the
projectarea. IF PROJECT DESIGN CHANGES ARE MADE, PLEASE SUBMIT
NEW PLANS FOR REVIEW. We recommend the use of best management practices
specific to your project (See http://www.fws.gov/daphne/scction7/bmp.htinl).

RE: USGS HIF Concurrence William J. Pearson, Field Supervisor Date

Dear Bill:

The United States Geological Society (USGS) proposes construction of a new Hydrologic Instrumentation
Facility (HIF) on the University of Alabama campus in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. This letter is to request
concurrence on our proposed considerations under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

An interested party letter was submitted to USFWS in June 2020 and was followed up with an iPAC
submittal. A response was received to the iPAC submittal with a letter dated September 16, 2020. That
response (attached) references six wildlife species as possible in the proposed project area. These species
and USGS’ considerations regarding the potential project’s impact are listed as follows:

e Black Warrior Waterdog (Endangered) which is a salamander inhabiting streams in Alabama.

Said streams must be dominated by clay or bedrock with little sand and contain abundant rock
crevices and slabs for shelter and egg laying. No effect: The project area does not contain
and will not impact this type of habitat area.

Flattened Musk Turtle (Threatened) can be found in streams, rivers, or lakes with an
abundance of crevices and submerged rocks or an accumulation of boulders or sand. No
effect: The project area does not contain and will not impact this type of habitat area.

Indiana Bat (Endangered) hibernate in the winter in caves or in abandoned mines. In summer,
they roost under loose tree bark on living, dead, or dying trees. Not likely to adversely
affect: In accordance with Range-Wide Indiana Bat Protection and Enhancement Plan
Guidelines, tree clearing for the project will only occur between the dates of November
1 and March 31 to be safe even though no mines are close to the project site or any level
hibernaculums are mapped.

Inflated Heelsplitter (Threatened) is a species of freshwater mussel or a river mussel. No
effect: The project area does not contain and will not impact this type of habitat area.


http://www.fws.gov/daphne/section7/bmp.htrnl

e Triangular Kidneyshell (Endangered) is a freshwater mussel found in rivers in Alabama. No
effect: The project area does not contain and will not impact this type of habitat area.

e Wood Stork (Threatened) lives in a primarily freshwater habitat such as a marsh, swamp,
lagoon, pond or flooded field or ditch. They will nest in bald cypress, mangroves or dead
hardwoods over water. No effect: Any tree clearing at the site will -not impact any
potential nesting areas for the wood stork if found in the project area.

In addition, the project site may be in a potential nesting area of bald or golden eagles. Bald and
Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act to prevent any taking
of the birds, their nests, or their eggs. The trees to be cleared will be confirmed to be clear of nests
so that no disturbances or takes occur. If FWS has additional information related to possible nests
in the project area, please let USGS know so that mitigation can be planned.

The HIF provides hydrologic instrumentation and equipment services for the Department of the Interior
(DOI), USGS, and numerous other Federal partners. The services include the sales, rental, repair and
servicing of equipment, as well as evaluation and development of new instrument technologies and the
verification/certification of in-service equipment used to measure water velocity, and water level. The HIF
also provides USGS water enterprise remote data collection telemetry support and hands-on data collection
and water-quality equipment training classes. These services are fundamental to the USGS mission of
providing timely and accurate water resources information for the nation. Instrumentation innovation
results in more capabilities and efficiency, certification maintains a high degree of quality assurance and
nationwide provisioning provides field offices with necessary equipment when and where hydrologic
conditions or studies warrant.

The project purpose is to construct a new HIF consisting of laboratory, office, training, and warehouse
space that includes new capabilities to meet the hydrologic equipment needs of the Next Generation USGS
Water Observing System. This capability is in direct alignment with DOI priorities 8 (Modemize our
infrastructure) and 9 (Reorganize the department for the next 100 years). The proposed facility would be
approximately 78,000 net square feet.

Sincerely,
NATHANIEL : gc'?g;ﬂy signed by NATHANIEL
BOOTH Date: 20201123 1531146
Nathaniel Booth

Deputy Chief Operating Officer
USGS Water Resources Mission Area
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 412
Reston, VA 20192

608-239-1108 | nlbooth@usgs.gov

Attachments:
Site Diagram
Verification Letter from FWS dated September 16, 2020
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
5= il Alabaroa Ecelsgical Services Field @ffice
R 1208 B Main Street
Baphne, AL 36526-4419
Phene: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222

In Reply Refer Te: September 16, 2020
Censultatien Cede: 04EA1000-2026TA-139

Event Cede: 04EA10002020E-03938

Preject Name: USGS HIF

Subject: Verification letter for the 'USGS HIF' preject under the January 5, 2016,
Pregrammatic Bislegical @pinien eo Final 4(d) Rule for the Nerthern Len geared Bat
and Activities Excepted frem Take Prehibitiens.

Dear Angela Phipps:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received eo September 1%, 2020 yeur effects
determinatien fer the 'USGS HIF' (the Actien) using the nerthern lengeared bat (Myetis
septentrienalis) key within the Infermatien fer Planning and Censultatien (IPaC) system. This
[PaC key assists users in determining whether a Federal actien is censistent with the activities
analyzed in the Service’s January 5, 2016, Pregrammatic Bielegical @pinien (PB@). The PRE@
addresses activities excepted frem "rakelll prebibitiens applicable te the nerthern leng-eared bat
uoder the Endangered Species Act of 1972 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as amended; 18 U.S.C. 1531 et

seq.).

Based upen yeur IPaC submissien, the Actien is censistent with activities analyzed ino the PB@.
The Actien may affectthe nerthern leng-eared bat; hewever, any take that may eccur as a result
of the Actien is net prehibited uoder the ESA Sectien 4(d) rule adepted feor this species at 50
CFR §17.40(e). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days ef the date of this letter that yeur
[PaCassisted determinatien was incerrect, this let:er verifies that the PB@ satisfies and
cencludes your respensibilities fer this Actien under ESA Sectien 7(a)(2) with respect te the
nerthern leng-eared bat.

Please repert te sur effice any changes te the inferm atien abeut the Actien that yeu submitted in
[PaC, the results of any bat surveys cenducted in the Actien area, and any dead, injured, ersick
nerthern leng-eared bats that are feund during Actieo implementatien. If the Actieo is oet
cempleted withio ene year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the

inferm atien required in the IPaC key.
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This IPaC-assisted determination allows you to rely on the PBO for compliance with ESA
Section 7(a)(2) only for the northern long-eared bat. It does not apply to the following ESA-
protected species that also may occur in the Action area:

» Black Warrior (=sipsey Fork) Waterdog, Necturus alabamensis (Endangered)

Flattened Musk Turtle, Sternotherus depressus (Threatened)

Indiana Bat, Myotis sodalis (Endangered)

Inflated Heelsplitter, Potamilus inflatus (Threatened)

Triangular Kidneyshell, Ptychobranchus greenii (Endangered)
» Wood Stork, Mycteria americana (Threatened)

If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.

[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name
USGS HIF

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'USGS HIF":

Proposed building site for new location of USGS Hydrologic Instrumentation
Facility (HIF) on the University of Alabama campus in Tuscaloosa, Alabama at
the NE corner of Kirkbride Lane and North Campus Way. Proposed building
would be approximately 78,000 useable square feet including laboratory, office,
and warehouse space along with parking. Design is ongoing with proposed
bidding in 2021 if approved and environmental assessment completed with no
findings of significant impacts.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/
maps/place/33.22118287854643N87.53762798914494W

Determination Key Result

This Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat in a manner consistent with the
description of activities addressed by the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016. Any taking that
may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 CFR
§17.40(0). Therefore, the PBO satisfies your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section
7(a)(2) relative to the northern long-eared bat.


https://www.google.com/maps/place/33.22118287854643N87.53762798914494W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33.22118287854643N87.53762798914494W
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Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule
This key was last updated in [PaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision.
This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat.

The purpose of the key for Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed
actions are consistent with those analyzed in the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016.

Federal actions that may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats, affect ESA-listed
species other than the northern long-eared bat, or affect any designated critical habitat, require
ESA Section 7(a)(2) consultation in addition to the use of this key. Federal actions that may
affect species proposed for listing or critical habitat proposed for designation may require a
conference under ESA Section 7(a)(4).
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Determination Key Result

This project may affect the threatened Northern long-eared bat; therefore, consultation with the
Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.884, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, based on the information you provided,
this project may rely on the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on
Final 4(d) Rule for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions
to fulfill its Section 7(a)(2) consultation obligation.

Qualification Interview

1. Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes

2. Have you determined that the proposed action will have “no effect” on the northern long-
eared bat? (If you are unsure select "No")

No

3. Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats?
No

4. [Semantic] Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome
Zone?

Automatically answered

No

5. Have you contacted the appropriate agency to determine if your project is near a known
hibernaculum or maternity roost tree?

Location information for northern long-eared bat hibernacula is generally kept in state
Natural Heritage Inventory databases — the availability of this data varies state-by-state.
Many states provide online access to their data, either directly by providing maps or by
providing the opportunity to make a data request. In some cases, to protect those resources,
access to the information may be limited. A web page with links to state Natural Heritage
Inventory databases and other sources of information on the locations of northern long-
eared bat roost trees and hibernacula is available at www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/
mammals/nleb/nhisites.html.

Yes



http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html
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6.

10.

Will the action affect a cave or mine where northern long-eared bats are known to
hibernate (i.e., hibernaculum) or could it alter the entrance or the environment (physical or
other alteration) of a hibernaculum?

No

Will the action involve Tree Removal?
Yes

Will the action only remove hazardous trees for the protection of human life or property?
No

Will the action remove trees within 0.25 miles of a known northern long-eared bat
hibernaculum at any time of year?

No

Will the action remove a known occupied northern long-eared bat maternity roost tree or
any trees within 150 feet of a known occupied maternity roost tree from June 1 through
July 317

No
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Project Questionnaire

If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below.
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3.

1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion:
0

2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
0

3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31
0

If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below.
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6.

4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest
0.1

5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
0

6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
0

If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below.
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9.

7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
0

8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
0

9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
0

If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10.
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10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)?
0
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
5= il Alabaroa Ecelsgical Services Field @ffice
R 1208 B Main Street
Baphne, AL 36526-4419
Phene: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222

In Reply Refer Te: August 21, 2020
Censultatien Cede: 04EA1000-2026SLI-139¢

Event Cede: 04EA10002020E-036858

Preject Name: USGS HIF

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may eccur io yeur prepesed preject
lecatien, and/er may be affected by yeur prepesed preject

TeWhem It May Cencern:

The enclesed species list identifies threatened, endangered, prepesed and candidate species, as
well as prepesed and final designated critical babitat, that may eccur withino the beundary ef yeur
prepesed preject and/er may be affected by yeur prepesed preject. Please nete that new

inferm atien based eo updated surveys, changes io the abundance and distributien ef species,
changed habitat cenditiens, er ether facters ceuld change this list. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under sectioen 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (18 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Nete that due te the velume of emails received by eur effice, we cannet accept preject
censultatien requests by email.

Please feel free te centact us if yeu need mere current infermatien er assistance regarding the
petential impacts te federally prepesed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated
and prepesed critical habitat. Alse nete that under S0 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulatiens
implementing sectien 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this species list sheuld be verified after 30
days. The Service recemmends that verificatien be cempleted by visiting the EC@S-1PaC
website at regular intervals during preject planning and implem entatien fer updates te species
lists and infermatien. Ao updated list may be requested threugh the EC@S-IPaC system by
cempleting the same precess used te receive the enclesed list.

The purpese of the precess and censultatien uoderthe Act is te previde a means whereby
threatened and endangered species and the ecesystems upen which they depend may be
censerved. Under sectisns 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the Act and its implementing regulatisos (50
CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required te utilize their autherities te carry sut pregrams
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for the conservation of threatened and endangered species and to determine whether projects may
affect threatened and endangered species and/or designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/
eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy
guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and
bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/usfwscommunicationtowerguidance.pdf

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

We can be reached at:
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1208 Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526


http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/usfwscommunicationtowerguidance.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

08/21/2020 Event Code: 04EA1000-2020-E-03658

Attachment(s):

» Official Species List
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
1208 B Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526-4419

(251) 441-5181
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 04EA1000-2020-SLI-1396

Event Code: 04EA1000-2020-E-03658
Project Name: USGS HIF
Project Type: DEVELOPMENT

Project Description: Proposed building site for new location of USGS Hydrologic
Instrumentation Facility (HIF) on the University of Alabama campus in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama at the NE corner of Kirkbride Lane and North
Campus Way. Proposed building would be approximately 78,000 useable
square feet including laboratory, office, and warehouse space along with
parking. Design is ongoing with proposed bidding in 2021 if approved
and environmental assessment completed with no findings of significant
impacts.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/place/33.22118287854643N87.53762798914494W

Counties: Tuscaloosa, AL


https://www.google.com/maps/place/33.22118287854643N87.53762798914494W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33.22118287854643N87.53762798914494W
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 7 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

[PaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Mammals
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Birds
NAME STATUS
Wood Stork Mycteria americana Threatened

Population: AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8477
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Reptiles
NAME

Flattened Musk Turtle Sternotherus depressus
Population: Black Warrior R. system upstream from Bankhead Dam
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6961

Amphibians
NAME

Black Warrior (=sipsey Fork) Waterdog Necturus alabamensis

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5426

Clams

NAME

Inflated Heelsplitter Potamilus inflatus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7286

Triangular Kidneyshell Ptychobranchus greenii

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4396

Critical habitats

STATUS
Threatened

STATUS
Endangered

STATUS
Threatened

Endangered

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S

JURISDICTION.
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