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The overall goal of the USGS Water Use Data and Research Program (WUDR) is to improve water-use data for the United States.  Improvement of water-use information will allow better, more accurate estimates of water use in the United States, and provide information needed to manage water resources, and/or forecast future water-use needs.  Improved data will also allow other agencies, scientists, and researchers to better understand which categories use the most water, and work towards reducing the footprint of water use within the high-use categories.  Much of the data used to compile water-use estimates at the national level is reported to state agencies throughout the United States.  The WUDR Program promotes cooperative work with the state agencies by providing state agencies funding to improve water-use data at the state level.  Improvements at the state level, will in-turn improve estimates at the national level.  WUDR cooperative agreements also require collaboration between state agencies and USGS Water Science Centers by requiring data from funded projects be incorporated into USGS databases.  
(1) PROJECT ACCOMPLISHMENTS/CONTRIBUTIONS (FY 2017)
· In FY17 the WUDR program received four workplans for review as a result of the non-competitive award process. All workplans (47 total) will be posted on the WUDR website: http://water.usgs.gov/wausp/wudr/. 
· Both American Samoa and the US Virgin Islands applied for $26K non-competitive awards.  Awards were made to the US Virgin Islands in May 2017 and American Samoa in September 2017.
· In FY16, the WUDR program received applications from 26 states for the FY16 WUDR competitive Program Announcement.  The applications were evaluated and eighteen states received funding in early FY17.
· The WUDR Technical Committee met in Austin, TX in January 2017.
· In May 2017 the WUDR program published the FY17 competitive program announcement to fund water use data and research by State water resource agencies as outlined in the SECURE Water Act. Seventeen proposals were received. The WUDR Technical Committee met in June 2017 and worked through the selection process. Fifteen proposals were awarded funding ($1.32M total). OAG finalized awards in September 2017.
· A database to track the performance metrics for the WUDR Program was designed at the end of FY17.  
(2) PROJECT WORKPLAN AND BUDGET FOR FY 2018
In FY18 the WUDR program Technical Committee will meet in San Antonio, Texas (November 27-30, 2017) to discuss the future direction of the WUDR program and to draft the FY18 Program Announcement, which will be available on Grants.gov in early January 2018. It is expected that Secretarial Clearance will be needed, and therefore anticipate making awards in early August 2018. 
· Salary costs, for program administration, are expected to be $115,000 total.  Salary is primarily for Cheryl Dieter ($100,000) with assistance from Kelly McVicker ($15,000). 
· Travel costs will be paid for members of the WUDR Technical Committee. Two meetings will be held in FY18 (San Antonio, Texas and TBD) with estimated travel costs of $35,000 total. Expenses will be direct charged to the Program Account.
· Balance of funds ($1.85M) will be made available for awards.
· All workplans will be posted on the WUDR website: http://water.usgs.gov/wausp/wudr/.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A database to track the performance metrics for the WUDR Program was designed at the end of FY17.  Work has begun and will continue in early FY18 to populate the database with the status of each state or territory with regards to the baseline standards.  As States complete their projects and improve water use data in their respective states, the status with regards to the baseline standards will be tracked.  This system will be used to tally the annual progress for the WMA performance measures for the WUDR program.
· Progress reports for the FY16 and FY17 competitive awards will be reviewed.  Additionally, a document summarizing the progress for each state will be maintained, so that quick updates on the status and accomplishments of each project can be provided when requested.
· The Paperwork Reduction Act renewal will be started in FY18, so that the current PRA will not expire (April 30, 2019).  The process to renew the 9-1992 will also be started in FY18.
 (3) NOTEWORTHY COLLABORATIONS, MEETINGS, TECHNICAL TRANSFER ACTIVITIES, SPIN-OFF PROJECT DEVELOPMENTS, AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The WUDR program has been very popular with our State partners. As a result of the ICWP hosted Stakeholder Listening Sessions the NWULT has developed a monthly water use Webex series, the Water Use Open Forum (WUOF). This monthly series is well attended and presentations alternate between Federal and State partners. In FY17, six WUOF webinars were held with an estimated 40 attendees at each webinar. In addition, we continue to present information about WUDR at Water Resource related conferences and have made many connections with additional Federal, State, and other external partners.
Several States have made progress in improving water use data and/or databases in their states as a result of the FY16 competitive awards.  One example is the Pennsylvania Department of the Environmental Protection.  They have completed online “viewers” that allow users to download water use data from their website:
The overall project objective is to develop a series of six web-based applications “viewers” for the sharing of water withdrawal/use data to USGS, other government agencies and the public. See table below for status of each viewer. The two completed viewers and additional information about them are available on DEP’s Water Report web page, at this URL:http://www.dep.pa.gov/DataandTools/Reports/Pages/Water.aspx
(4) Report Products, Bibliographic Update, Data Releases, and Groundwater-Model Archives
There are no official products to date but in FY18 the WUDR program will publish a fact sheet outlining the program and providing contact information. In addition, the USGS Office of Communications provided Congressional Notifications to State representatives of those States awarded FY17 projects. The following is an example of the Congressional Notification:
“The USGS is furthering efforts to better understand water-availability in {TK state}.
USGS (U.S. Geological Survey) has provided [$TK] to the [TK state entity] for it to improve the availability, quality and usefulness of water use data collected by the State of Tennessee. 
Water managers across the United States require more complete, timely, and accurate water availability information to support policy and decision-making, specifically data associated with water withdrawals and consumptive use that are used to establish local and regional water budgets. 

State water resource agencies are the primary authorities responsible for regulating and collecting data on water supplies, allocations, uses, and/or rights. USGS, through its Water Availability and Use Science Program (WAUSP), is the only Federal agency that explicitly collects water-use data as a part of its mission. 

The WAUSP works with State, local, and Federal partners to consolidate dozens of datasets to create comprehensive reports of water use in the United States every five years. Because of differences in methodology and data quality, USGS water use compilations require significant effort to standardize (to the extent possible) the data among States. The WAUSP products form the basis of the water use component of the National Water Census as called for by the SECURE Water Act (Section 9508, Public Law 111–11).
Please reach out with any questions. USGS is happy to share more specific information about water-use in your state – we’re available for a phone chat or briefing!”

(5) PROJECT TEAM DIRECTORY – 
Cheryl Dieter
(6) PHOTOS, ANIMATIONS, AND GRAPHICS –  see next page
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Figure A. Map showing states that received $26,000 Water Use Data and Research Program funds to describe

current water use, and prirorities for improving water use data in their state.
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Figure B. Map showing states that were awarded cooperative agreements to improve water use data and

reseach in their state throught the Water Use Data and Research Program’s 2016 Competitive Program

Announcement.
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Figure C. Map showing states that were awarded cooperative agreements to improve water use data and

reseach in their state throught the Water Use Data and Research Program’s 2017 Competitive Program

Announcement.
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