
       April 15, 2004 
 
 
Office of Water Quality Water-Quality Information Note 2004.10 
 
Subject:  Field Methods—Official Release of Personal Computer Field Forms (PCFF) Version 5.0 
 
The purpose of this note is to announce the official release of Version 5.0 of the Personal Computer Field 
Forms (PCFF) software.  This software provides the users with an efficient way to record surface-water 
and ground-water water-quality field notes and measures electronically.  It also includes a function for 
downloading stream discharge measurement data from the JBS Instruments Aquacalc discharge 
measurement computer.  All data entered into PCFF can be easily entered into the National Water 
Information System (NWIS) using batch input routines.  Some benefits of the PCFF software are: 
 
One-time data entry--no paper forms 
Use of pick lists—no need to look up codes, etc. 
Required entry of mandatory fields—more complete field notes 
Batch data entry used to log samples into the NWIS database and enter field data—no transcription 
errors; saves time in the office 
Printing of completed Analytical Services Request Forms (ASRs) for the National Water Quality 
Laboratory (NWQL) and the various sediment laboratories 
Printing of completed field forms for review and filing 
 
  
All current PCFF 5.0 users must update to this release (dated 04-12-2004).  All users of older 
versions of PCFF must upgrade to version 5.0 as older versions are no longer being supported.  
The software can be obtained from ftp://hqwiftp.er.usgs.gov/pub/owq/pcff.  This link is accessible from the 
PCFF web site at: 
 
http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/owq/pcff.html
 
Instructions for installing and configuring PCFF, as well as for updating previously-installed copies of 
version 5.0, are also available at the PCFF web site.  User documentation and help for PCFF functions 
are available from within PCFF. 
 
Also available from the link above is a file named PCFF-CD.zip that can be used to create a cd-rom from 
which PCFF can be installed or updated.  To create the cd, unzip the files to a new folder.  Then write the 
unzipped files to a cd.  The PCFF install screen will open automatically when the cd is placed in the 
computer.  If there is no current version of PCFF installed, then PCFF 5.0 will be installed.  If a current 
version of PCFF is installed, it will be updated. 
 
Information about fixes, changes, and updates in this version of PCFF are in the README file that’s 
attached to this Note. 
 
Questions about the software should be referred to Frank Crenshaw (fccrensh@usgs.gov). 
 
 
If this Note was forwarded to you and you’d like to have your name placed on the WaQI Notes 
distribution, please send email to nlsnow@usgs.gov. 
 
WaQI Notes are archived on the Office of Water Quality web site, 
http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/owq/WaQI/index.html

http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/owq/pcff.html
mailto:fccrensh@usgs.gov
http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/owq/WaQI/index.html



LATEST PCFF UPDATE: 04/12/2004 
 
Contact Frank Crenshaw (fccrensh@usgs.gov) (970) 245-5257 x18  
 
  REPORT PCFF PROBLEMS TO GNATS!!  
 
   http://wwwnwis.er.usgs.gov/cgi-bin/wwwgnats2.pl/NWISPCFF/1/1/ 
 
The latest patch includes all fixes documented by earlier patches.  
 
///////////////////////////PATCH SUMMARY////////////////////////// 
04/12/04 
 Final Changes: 
  1. Fixed bug in cross-sectional measurement section that caused the same "feet 
from bank" caption to be displayed regardless of which side of the stream was 
selected.   
  2. Removed the dates displayed in the captions of various forms.  
 
 
04/07/04 
Last minute changes: 
 1. Added a Median of Xsections to the pick list option in the pH, SC, and Water 
Temp calibration forms. 
 2. Placed Long Name in Description field for Microbiology section.  
 
 
04/06/04 
Initial Release of PCFF 5.0 that has been fully tested.  
 
 
04/02/04 
1. Added some changes to the way the field measurement section looks to avoid 
confusion on the microbiology section. 
 2. Updated the list of microbiology parameters (important addition!). 
 
 
   
04/01/04 
  1. Allowed more room to display long alkalinity titrations on the field note 
sheet (GWQW and SWQW).   
  2. Changed the layout of the SC Calibration form to allow for adjusted SC to 
be entered rather than calculated by PCFF.  
  3. Built update copy routine that will be released after PCFF to ensure 
updates are copied correctly.  
  
 
03/05/04: 
  Fixed a bug in the SWQW section that caused part of the shipping information 
to not be loaded upon editing of an existing sample in the Sediment tab. 
 
 
 
03/01/04 
 1. Fixed a problem with the batch output routine that was exactly the same as 
the bug fixed on 11/11/03, but was related to the output of cross sectional (SW) 
or well purge (GW) samples.  
 







 
 
02/05/04: 
 1. Added some features to allow for meter logging from within PCFF and to allow 
automatic sample uploading in future releases.  
 
02/03/04 
  1. Fixed problem of PCFF not reading county, aquifer, and longitude values in 
from the GWSI input routine. 
  2. Changed the correction factor for alkalinity label to "HACH/Normality 
Correction factor".  
  3. PCFF now ensures the site table is correct so that all GWSI data can be 
read in.  
  4. Emptying the site table will delete all measurements from the database 
after two warnings are accepted.  
 
 
1/27/04 
 1. Updated the sampling method codes to match list provided by OWQ. 
 2. Updated the sampler type codes to match list provided by the OWQ. 
 
 
1/15/04  
1. Added pH slope value to pH calibration. 
 
 
11/11/2003 
 1. Fixed a bug in the GWQW section that prevented the parameter code values for 
00028 (analyzing agency) from being displayed.  
 2. Added a button in the about form to display this file when pressed.  
 3. Added < and - codes in the Mean velocity RMK in the SAMP SITE tab of the 
SWQW Section. 
 4. Added a micro (µ) symbol to the printed output Field Note sheet for swqw and 
gwqw so that the conductivity is reported in microsiemens. 
 
 
10/10/03 
  1. Fixed small problem with qwbatch output that was causing double slashes to 
be inserted into the output directory resulting in a failure of the routine if 
the default directory was chosen.  
  2. Fixed problem with PCFF attempting to open file in the c:\ directory 
(causing problems for users who had laptops configured so that security does not 
allow files to be opened in the c:\ directory).  
  3. Fixed a bug with the SWQW form that prevented several of the fields in the 
"lot numbers" tab to be populated via pick list.   
  4. Fixed bug which caused the agency codes (00028) and collection agency 
(00027) to be put out improperly using the batch format. 
  5. Linked the helpfile to the software, so that the embedded help buttons now 
work and open the correct help topics. 
 
  
10/07/03  
   1. Fixed problem with security causing PCFF to attempt to open files in the 
c:\ directory. 
   2. Fixed bugs found in beta testing of SW form: 
 SW MODULE BUGS FIXED: 
      a. Fields do not turn red when clicked in the SW entry/edit form. 







      b. No delete key in fields in the SW entry/edit form.  
      c. Aquacalc parse routine does not work with Aquacalc pro. 
      d. On the SW main form, the vcr button does not work.  
      e. On the SW main form - Card output routine calling the wrong routine.  
       
 
9/23/03 
 First Beta test release.   
  1. Fixed file link to "codes" directory crashing the program. 
  2. Added a routine to track updates.  
  3. Improved the backup routine to allow for a directory other than the c:\ to 
be chosen. 
 
 
6/20/03 
This update does the following: 
  1. Removed the colored fields in the setup routine. 
  2. Selected fields now turns maroon in the setup routine. 
 
 
6/18/03 
This update does the following: 
 
  1. Adds a field called project name. 
  2. Allows multiple users for any single user code. 
  3. Fixed a problem with the meter select window not allowing double clicking 
to select.  
  4. Backup routine now backs up to a subdirectory and properly displays 
information.   
  5. Fixed some spelling errors in the GW Field Note Sheet. 
   
 
1/25/03 
A new update for PCFF 5.0 was completed. 
 
 This update fixes the following: 
 
 1. Fixes the bug where SC (00095) was not being saved in the x-sectional data. 
 2. Added fields for NAWQA-specific "program/project" codes to be used on the 
ASR. 
 3. Increased the field size for project accounts to be 10 characters in length 
to account for new BASIS+ account numbers. 
 4. PCFF assigns remark code of E to bacteria when non-ideal count and includes 
DQI codes in the batch output.  
 5. Fixed the QW batch routine for gwqw.  
 6. Added clickable lot number fields. 
 7. Fixed a few bugs in the setup routine which stated a table wasn't open when 
trying to save values.  
 8. Added functionality to use handheld CE device with PCFF on the laptop [not 
available yet]. 
 9. Updated documentation to better reflect the current version of PCFF.  
 10. Site import is no longer done through QWDATA, and is now done through GWSI.   
 11. PCFF GWQW now automatically calculates purge volumes, and levels.  
 
 
 PCFF 5.0 update: 5/20/02   
 







 The following were fixed: 
 
 1. A new way to do cross sections that fixes many existing bugs in the 
software.  
 2. Can now enter numbers in the purge log remarks 
 3. Turbidity added to cross sections. 
 4. Turbidity added to field parameters (will eventually make a turbidity 
calibration form - not enough time, this time). 
 5. Flow-thru chamber option added to DO, SC, and pH calibration forms.  
 6. Added a "blank" section for the lot numbers section of the setup routine.  
 7. Added hydrologic condition codes as per Lonna Frans' suggestion. 
 8. Added parameter codes x-section and field parameters to allow for use in 
lake studies. 
 
 
 PCFF 5.0 update: 12/12/2000  
  The PCFF microbiology section was fixed so that it correctly works with 
diluted samples. 
  Some minor bugs in the cloning of samples were fixed.  
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