[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
WestDAC meeting minutes 
Conference Call – August 16, 2010
In attendance:
Jeff Goetz – Alaska
John Turner – Arizona	
Heather Jeppesen – Hawaii
Cliff Jones – Nevada 
Chris Wilkowske--Utah	
Kevin Kirlin—Idaho	
Jon Ferguson – California 	
Scott  Deweese – Oregon		
Mike Nolan – Western Region	 		       
Pat Lambert – Water Science Director representative	 
Cory Angeroth—Data Chiefs representative
Janice Fulford – HIF
HIF CALL IN (Janice):
What would you like to see from WRTAC?
1. Input on Instrumentation/Equipment needs –help prioritize/feedback/requests.  Help fill the void left by ICOM. 
2. Report on problem equipment
3. Help with field testing?
4. Input on new public webpage
Experience w/CHIDER & CRACD – mostly centered on the conference. 
How should WRTAC communicate with HIF? A point person would be a good way to go. No formal communication at this time.
ACTION:  WestDAC will work out the communication and get back to HIF  
ACTION:  Janice will send Scott the new evaluation form
ACTION:  WestDAC will compile the responses from the Science Centers regarding the webpage and send that to the HIF
M9 question from Jon Ferguson – evaluation in the process – some are being shipped out
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Washington, Hawaii, Idaho replacements – QW, GW, DBA/IT expertise.
Idaho & Hawaii have narrowed down the possibilities. WA is waiting to hear from Jim Eychaner.

ACTION: Mike work with Jim to make sure we get WA rep & finalize ID (prefer Annette Campbell) & HI reps (Stacie Young)
CHARTER:  
Things still up in the air because of this big realignment. Mike says there will not be Discipline Specific USGS – all theme based now – there is a ‘Water Theme’ -- things are very confusing now. Mike thinks we should forge ahead as we see best for the committee – do not get too hung up on the charter because there are no ‘regions’ no ‘disciplines’.  Stay the Course!

ACTION:  Mike will strategize with Jim Eychaner & Pat to come up with a ‘theme approved’ Charter. Jim will send it out to the three REX’s for approval/comments (maybe – might be too much craziness right now)
ACRONYM: 
Did a verbal vote: WestDac 
COMMITTEE ADVISOR: 
Data chief? Science Director? 
Mike – more than ever we need a Science Director on the committee because we need there ‘buy in’ for the committee.
Chris – possible have a Data Chief advisor & rotating Science Director depending on where the meeting was. The rotating Science Director could report back to the OWLS.
Cory – envisions more data chiefs in the Data Conference subcommittee – for sure the science center that is ‘hosting’ the data conference--plus one or two more in the advisory role.

Three different possibilities:
1. Data Chief Advisor 
2. Science Director Advisor
3. A hybrid: Data chief Advisor – and rotating Science Director
It was agreed upon that the hybrid would be the appropriate model.
ACTION:  Cory will discuss at the next data chiefs conference call. 

DATA CONFERENCE:
Senior Staff face-to-face discussed the Data Conferences.
Steve Blanchard called Myron Brooks to get help from the HIF on the conference planning contracting portion. 
Myron said it was a good idea but did not commit 
ACTION: Mike will follow up with Steve Blanchard and Myron
ACTION: Mike will ask Bill Bartlett if he got any official help from the HIF. 
SUB COMMITTEES:
Did anyone make contacts? 
Scott – contacted the HIF & Field computing 
Jon -- Hydroacoustics group – will now be in the loop for new hydroacoustics happenings
Chris-- Sent out an email and introduced himself to OQW and Stan Stowbowkoski – Personal issues – followed up on the DBA PDA—Rebecca Franks said she thought there should be. Utah created their own. This will be looked at more in the future. Tabled for now.

NEXT MEETING:
Next face-to-face:  Scott will do the agenda. Set everyone up with Google Docs.
Vote for new secretary.
Review new webpage.
‘Walk throughs’ for possible locations for Data Conference.
General conference outline
Finalize conference location. Assign committee members to do preliminary on-line searches (Hotel costs, Gov Trip, per-diem costs, distance to airport, drive/air travel)
 1. Portland –Scott 
2. Las Vegas--Cliff
3. Tempe—John T.
4. San Diego—John T.

Put planning committee together.
Begin the process on getting the meeting justification (HIF?).



image1.emf

