WESTDAC Conference Call

January 3, 2011 10:00am PT

Attendies:

Stacie Young, PIWSC

Raegan Huffman, WAWSC

Chris Wilkowske, UTWSC

Scott Deweese: ORWSC

Annette Campbell, IDWSC

Jon Ferguson, CAWSC

Jeff Goetz, AKWSC

Clifford Jones, NVWSC

Mike Nolan, Menlo Park CA

Cory Angeroth, UTWSC

The agenda for the meeting was reviewing the list, and noting the status, of action items (AI) outlined from the last face-to-face meeting in Portland Oregon (November, 2010).  Below are the summary of AIs.  The status of the AI is in blue typeface.

·  AI:  Cory and Scott will contact Steve Blanchard and headquarters for conference planning support

Cory and Scott sent a letter out to headquarters (Steve) on December 20th.  The letter was also sent out to CHIDER and CRACD.  We have yet to get a response to the letter.  Mike Nolan will be seeing Steve within a few days and will discuss the status of the letter.  Mike would also like to see a copy of the letter.
· AI:  Details for space breakdown needs to be summarized- Scott will obtain details from WESTDAC last conference and get details for the upcoming conference from CHIDER, Scott will summarize data conference needs (i.e. number of people, number and sizes of breakout rooms) to possibly give to headquarters if they agree to help.

No progress on detailed space needs has been made.

· AI:  Website.  Annette will contact Dave Pratt, about giving access to current members and updating the link to the share point site.  All members will put together a list of aliases associated with their centers to create a data net for the webpage.  This list will be given to Annette at the next conference call.

Annette has been working with Dave Pratt and has our website up, with the start page in development.  It can be found at: http://WESTDAC.WR.USGS/GOV/Pages/default.aspx
The very beginnings of sharepoint can be seen.  

A datanet will be added to the webpage, so we can easily get information out to those interested. All members of the WESTDAC will give the national aliases to Raegan who will compile and place on website, or give to Annette for placement on website.
· AI: Jon will make the contact to update the WestDAC alias, and give permissions access to Scott (Chair) and Raegan (Secretary).

Done.

· AI: Scott will obtain Eastern regions agenda for the next data conference June 2011.

The Eastern regions agenda is currently not ready, still in progress.

· AI:  Mike Nolan will send a preapproval letter for a request for a meeting to Suzette Kimball, after we hear back from headquarters.

On hold.  Scott however will put together the letter with basic information about possible sites and number of attendies, perdiem costs, etc.  A lot of this information was put together in November at our last meeting. Mike will send the previous letter to Scott to use as a template.  This letter should go out sometime in January or February.  Once this letter is comprised it most likely will be sent out to Cindy Barton, the acting????, who will then forward to the area REXs.
AI: Scott will also see if he can get any of the documentation Eastern region used for the upcoming data conference in Pittsburg.  These could be a guide for WESTDAC.
· AI: Conference Planning subcommittee will put together a general cost comparison of possible sites for the conference: currently considering Tempe, Vegas, San Diego, Portland to send to DOI/USGS for approval.

After we hear back from headquarters (Steve Banchard), the subcommittee will get together to nail down site locations and cost comparisons.

· AI: Stacie Young to contact Burl Goree to request PDA app for cableway inspection.
Stacie is currently working on an electronic format for cable way inspection.  Has yet to contact Burl Goree.
Other items discussed:

Does WESTDAC still want a center Director to sit in as an advisor to the group?  Or do we just want a data chief?  Discussion made that it would be nice to perhaps have a center director as an advisor, and be a rotating position.

Mike Nolan will be retiring April 1, 2011, we will need someone else from region to advise WESTDAC.

Next conference call  February 15th, 10:00am PT.

10:54am call adjourned.

