[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Western Region Data Committee (aka WRTAC)
Salt Lake City, Utah -- June 16-18
Meeting Minutes
In attendance:
Jeff Goetz – Alaska	
John Turner – Arizona	
Heather Jeppesen – Hawaii
Cliff Jones – Nevada 
Chris Wilkowske--Utah	
Kevin Kirlin—Idaho	
Jon Ferguson – California 	
Scott  Deweese – Oregon		
Mike Nolan – Western Region	 		       
Pat Lambert – Water Science Director representative	 
Cory Angeroth—Data Chiefs representative
Round Table Discussion (responses from our science centers)
Nevada – 1 response --General issues with Electronic App’s and trying to keep up with new technology
Arizona—1 response – Training request for NWISweb 
Utah –What is WRTAC?
Alaska—A few responses 
· Real-time records, RMS – how do we streamline it? 
· A private group followed around technicians in Maine &Colorado.  In their report they were concerned (astonished) about how complicated it is getting to get our data into our database.  
· Need to organize all the information out there for technicians in a webpage – maybe set up a help group or a listserve?
· Update Candy stripe book. 
· Update Rantz – that’s happening—Phil Turnipseed 
· No footnotes or QW cross-sections in the ADR
Hawaii – 3 responses
· Database Administrators’ have no Position Descriptions 
· What are the skills’s needed for a good committee representative
· Concern if hydrologist are included in committee we will lose focus on data issues 
Idaho – 1 response --Need a bigger QW presence at the Data Conference
California –1 response -- Standardization of radar use for gage heights
Oregon—2 responses
· Need a better workload assessment. 
· Define a stream gager’s skill set and make sure the training is available to get these skills.
Washington—1 response – How long will the committee terms be?
Water Science Center’s Director meeting--1 response -- Disproportionate amount of representation of hydrographers from each state – All science center’s have same number of people on committee although, for example, Hawaii has ~15 data section employees compared to California ~60.  Consider number of committee members elected based on number of hydrographers in the state instead of just one per state.
Open Discussions --
1.) What is the purpose of WRTAC?  
· A committee that brings data information & issues from the region & national offices (HIF, OSW, etc.) to the hydrographers in the field AND take specific issues & ideas from the hydrographers to the region/national staff 
2.) Attempt to not be solely a conference planning committee by forming a separate ‘Conference Planning Committee’ made up of:
· WRTAC committee members (and previous WRTAC members)
· Data Chiefs
· ITAC and/or HIF 
· National contracting contact
· Administrative person
· Hosting state to supply IT staff, and others?


3.) Each person on the committee – be responsible for a certain area of expertise:
	Member
	Office 
	Discipline

	Jon F. 
	Cal/Tech
	Hydroacoustics/SW

	Cliff
	Nev/Tech
	Surface Water

	Chris 
	Utah/Hyd
	Personnel Issues/QW

	John T.
	Ariz/Tech
	Hydroacoustics/SW

	Jeff
	Alaska/Tech
	Field Safety/Vehicles

	Heather
	Haw/DBA
	Data Management

	Kevin
	ID/Tech
	Water Quality

	Jeff
	WA/Tech
	Groundwater

	Scott D.
	OR/Tech 
	Field Computing/HIF

	 
	 
	 

	Mike Nolan
	Reg/Advisor
	Personnel Issues

	Pat Lambert
	WSC/Advisor
	Personnel Issues

	
	
	

	Rotating Off 
	
	



4.) If all the technician committee’s have the same issues – we should all meet up regularly to make sure there is not too much overlap.
· Make effort to share each other’s meeting minutes
· Conference calls once per year?
· Face to face meetings at Data Conferences when possible
5.) Big Issue! Who do we report to? Western Region Water Science Coordinator (Jim Eychaner)?
6.) Need a new Acronym to remove the word TECHNICIAN:
· WACHD- Western Advisory Committee Hydrologic Data
· WeDAC-Western Data Advisory Committee
· WHyDAC-Western Hydrological Data Advisory Committee
· WestDAC-Western Data Advisory Committee
· WDAC- Western Data Advisory Committee
CHARTER—
New Charter – See attached (need to get from Mike Nolan)
· Need to figure out who we are authorized by & report to.  After that is resolved the charter will be distributed to the REX’s, WS coordinator, Data Chiefs and Science Center Directors and staff.


OTHER ITEMS--
Water Science Center Rotations:
	Office 
	WY 2006
	WY 2007
	WY 2008
	WY 2009
	WY 2010
	WY 2011
	WY 2012
	WY 2013

	California
	 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 

	Nevada
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 

	Utah
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Arizona
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Alaska
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Hawaii
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Idaho
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Washington
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Oregon 
	 
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Reg/Advisor
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 
	 

	WSC/Advisor
	 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Conference Years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Voted for officers:
· Chairperson – Scott
· Co-chair –Chris
· Vote for secretary at next face to face meeting
NEXT CONFERENCE CALL --AUGUST  16th-- Monday –Noon PDT
· Scott to set up call and email information out to everybody
· Jeffrey & Scott collaborate on the agenda 
· Scott invite Cory to represent the data chiefs 
· Jeffrey will invite Myron 
· Begin organizing a conference planning committee – who in WestDAC?—who of the Data Chiefs?  
· All committee members be prepared to discuss areas of responsibility
Possible sites for next data conference:
1. San Diego
2. Boise
3. Portland – NEXT FACE TO FACE MEETING
4. Spokane
5. Las Vegas
6. Reno
7. Tempe
Next face-to-face meeting in the fall – Shooting for first week of November—in Portland 
ACTION ITEMS--
1. Mike to discuss with Jim Eychaner:
a. Nominate new committee members
i. Representatives needed from Hawaii, Idaho, & Washington with specialties in Database, QW, GW.  
ii. Discuss management representative to replace Pat.
iii. Goal to have these chosen by next conference call in August.
b. Discuss web page -- consider Dave Pratt to help set up and maintain site
c. Need HELP with conference!! 
i. Is it possible to get Regional help?  ie: administrative person, contracting staff
2. Mike & Pat will monitor the situation to determine who we are authorized by in the new regional structure.
3. Jeffrey to respond to Myron for the new HIF webpage (1-stop shop) 
a. Everyone needs to pass the information on to their offices and give responses to Jeffrey ASAP
4. Chris follow up on PD for DBA’s 
5. Heather to follow up with Sonya, and others about what goes into the DBA PD
6. Everyone to familiarize with their volunteered specialties, 
a. Begin making contacts 
b. Be prepared to have something to discuss at the conference call
c. Be aware of the issues -– come up with some ideas
7. Scott start scoping out (on the down low) specific hotels to have the next data conference
8. Scott discuss with Cory the data chiefs roll in the revamped data committee

A few miscellaneous quick discussions before we wrapped up:
· Continuous Records Processing – Mike says we are doing really well in the western region
· Paperless records working? Most offices are trying to head this way
· Archiving electronic files -- OSW not too caught up with how electronic file directory structure is set up -- The archiving rules are not really clear!! Possible future Action Item for committee to pursue? How are SWAMI files archived? – Heather look into this
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