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Western Data Advisory Committee

Organization

The Western Data Advisory Committee (WestDAC) is authorized by the Water Science Field Team--West (WSFT-West) with the concurrence of the – Regional Directors and Water Science Center (WSC) Directors of the Western States. 

Purpose

The principal goal of the committee is to improve all aspects of hydrologic data operations. The committee provides a simple forum for sharing information, experiences, and solutions to specific problems, which are then communicated to WSC personnel and bureau leadership. The committee may participate in direct efforts to enhance instrumentation, procedures, and policies or, where necessary, develop detailed recommendations for submission to appropriate staff/committees within the U.S. Geological Survey. Whenever possible the objectives of the committee are met through coordination with other data committees and the Water Mission Area 

Objectives

Specific objectives include, but are not limited to: 

· Technology transfer – Take information on new instrumentation, technical policies, and up-to-date field procedures back to the WSC offices in a timely manner. The committee initiates development of a National Water Data Conference every three years or as deemed appropriate and defines the conference theme and content. Conferences are planned using a workgroup that consists of WestDAC members, Data Chiefs, the WSFT-West, and other WSC personnel and administrative support provided by Water Senior staff. 

· Collaborate with other data committees. 

· Improving field or office techniques – Review and/or assess new procedures with the goal of increasing the accuracy and efficiency with which data are collected, processed, or presented. This includes volunteered or requested assistance in reviewing methods, tools and policies required as our technical * Safety – Communicate with the National and Area Safety Officers to identify and recommend safe field practices. 

· Enhance training programs – Help to identify and promote existing opportunities to provide on-the-job and formal training required to attain essential data collection and analysis skills. Identify advanced courses and make recommendations or devise new classes that may facilitate upward mobility, broader career options, or that are simply needed to keep pace with the rapidly evolving science of data collection and analysis. 

· Address important administrative and career issues – Promote the image, professionalism, and career goals of employees involved in western WSC data operations. This may be accomplished by reviewing or assisting in the development of draft administrative policies pertaining to personnel issues directly related to data collection and analysis activities or career goals. 

Membership

Membership shall include at least one representative person from each WSC in the Alaska, Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Pacific Islands, Utah and Washington (Western States) who is active in some aspect of data operations. Personnel from the WSFT- West and WSC management will serve as advisors. To the extent possible, members will be chosen to represent the suite of activities (Including but not limited to the following: Surface Water, Groundwater, Water Quality, Data Base Administration, and Safety) involved in data collection, analysis, and management. All members will serve a minimum of four year terms. Terms will start and end at the beginning of the water year. 

The WSFT-West Chief will ask WSC Directors to nominate replacements for outgoing committee members. WestDAC will provide final approval of new members. To the extent possible, new committee members will be chosen to maintain a balance of discipline expertise in the committee. Insuring all types of data collection and analysis activities are represented. 

A chairperson, co-chairperson, and secretary will be elected by the committee. Once elected, members should serve for the remainder of their term on the committee in their elected position. As those elected members rotate off the committee, a new member will be voted into the vacated position. Every time an election is held all members are eligible for nomination. The chairperson will organize meetings, set the agenda, and delegate tasks to other committee members. 

The primary duty of the secretary is to compile committee-meeting minutes. The minutes will then be distributed to the WestDAC committee members and their advisors for review and comment and eventual distribution to the National Hydrologic Data and Information Depot webpage and WSCs. 

Meetings

Face-to-face meetings shall be held at least annually. Special face-to-face meetings may be called by the WSFT-West or the chairperson. Interim meetings should be held via conference calls at least quarterly. Attendance for the entire meeting is required for all members. 

