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MEMORANDUM

20 March 2012

To:	P. Patrick Leahy
Associate Director for Geology

Through:	G. Richard Marzolf, Chief, Branch of Regional Research, ER
	Richard Calnan, Chief, International Programs

From:	Robert P. Eganhouse, Research Chemist, BRR, ER

Subject:	Conference on Analytical Chemistry, September 3-5, 2003 Zürich, Switzerland: Analytical Chemistry of Organic contaminants in the Environment: From determining trace contaminants to advocating sustainability

I would like to request that my name be added to the Fourth Quarter Report of International Scientific Meetings.  My name was not included before the deadline because I was formally invited speak at this meeting only within the last month.  The workshop discusses the state of the art and frontiers of research in environmental analytical chemistry.  My presentation is tentatively entitled, “Two-dimensional gas chromatography coupled to time-of-flight mass spectrometry”.  As described in the program, “The best cited analytical researchers in the field of environmental sciences will lecture at the planned workshop”.  This is a high profile event with leading experts from around the world (including the USGS) participating and speaking.  I consider it an honor to have been asked to make this presentation.  For more information on the full program go to:  http://www.sach.ch/dacconf03.html.

If I were unable or not permitted to participate, it would significantly reduce the impact of the USGS in this field.  I am speaking on an exciting new technique that I am presently using (in collaboration with scientists at the Coast Guard Academy) to develop methods for analysis of complex mixtures of organic contaminants.   In addition, I plan to use this trip as an opportunity to continue collaborative writing efforts with the organizer, Walter Giger (EAWAG, Zurich), and Martin Scheringer (ETH-Zurich).  Completion of these joint-authored papers would be delayed if this trip is not approved.       
