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Seminars

Monday, March 5, Angelina Freeman, Ph.D, Paul Kemp, Ph.D, and Alisha Renfro, Ph.D, Environmental Defense Fund, National Audubon Society, and National Wildlife Federation, “Mississippi River Delta Restoration Science & Engineering Studies: What did the Floods of 2011 teach us about the design and delta building capacity of river diversions?”, Room 4A-332, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 7, Dr. Ross Stein, Chair, GEM Scientific Board, Geophysicist, USGS Earthquake Science Center, “The Global Earthquake Model: Its Humanitarian and Scientific Mission, and Its Importance for the USGS”, Room 3A-409, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, March 7, Sean Bemis, University of Kentucky, “Evidence for Quaternary Faulting Along the Gales Creek Fault Zone, Northwest Oregon”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 8, Dr. David Blehert, Microbiologist, National Wildlife Health Center, “Bat White-nose Syndrome: There is a New Fungus Among Us”, Visitors Center & WebEx, 11:00 a.m., Go to https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=172102947&RG=1&UID=0&RT=MiMxMQ%3D%3D to attend via WebEx.

Thursday, March 8, Henriette Selck, University of Roskilde, Denmark, “The Wonders of Deposit-Feeders: A Tale of How Organic Contaminants Disappear and Examples of Whether Size Matters When You Are a Sediment Dweller”, Webinar, 11:00 a.m. PDT, The seminar will be streamed live at http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar/playwrdlive.htm.

Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, March 14, Brian Ebel, USGS, Boulder, CO, “I've Seen Fire and I've Seen Rain: Post-Wildfire Hydrology in Fourmile Canyon, CO”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 14, Noah Knowles and Lisa Lucas, NRP, Menlo Park, CA, “CASCaDE:  Computational Assessments of Scenarios of Change in the (Sacramento - San Joaquin) Delta Ecosystem”, Room BA-102A, 2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 14, Andrew (Andy) C. Ziegler, Director and Water Quality Specialist, USGS Kansas Water Science Center, “Continuous Real-Time Water Quality Monitoring-- Yesterday, Today, and Future?”, WebEx, 2:00 p.m., Go to https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=170462587&UID=482945622&RT=MiMxMQ%3D%3D to attend the seminar (no password is required).

Wednesday, March 21, Joseph Long, USGS, St. Petersburg, FL, “Improving Coastal Change Forecasts by Assimilating USGS Data and Models”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, March 29, Thomas Darrah, PhD, Division of Earth and Ocean Sciences, Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke University, “Using Noble Gas Geochemistry to Evaluate the Generation, Migration, and Fingerprint of Natural Gases: An Appalachian Case Study”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices

2012 Geohazards Forum – Call for Abstracts:  The 2012 Annual Technical Forum of the Appalachian States Coalition for Geohazards Impacting Transportation will be hosted by the West Virginia Department of Transportation and sponsored by the Nick J. Rahall, II Appalachian Transportation Institute (RTI), the Marshall University Center for Environmental, Geotechnical and Applied Sciences (CEGAS).  The conference will be held at the Tamarack (www.tamarackwv.com) in Beckley, WV on July 31 to August 2.  This year’s event will include a pre-conference field trip on July 31, and will include the New River Gorge Bridge which has a span of 1700 feet and 370-foot rise.  Technical sessions will focus on major topics impacting transportation, they include Innovations in Research, Karst, Hydrogeology, Landslides, Role of Water in Geological Hazards, Emergency Response, Risk Assessment, Foundations in Difficult Ground, Rockfall and Rock Slopes, Seismic Issues, and Investigation Methods in Hazard Prone Areas.  Abstracts should be emailed to Tony Szwilski (szwilski@marshall.edu, (304) 696-5457) by May 18, 2012.  Abstracts should be in Microsoft Word format, Times New Roman, 12-pitch, double-spaced and left justified, 300 words or less, and include the presentation title, along with the presenters name, title, organization or company, business address, phone number and email address.  For information or questions concerning conference presentations, please contact Tony Szwilski or Teresa Buckland (buckland@marshall.edu, (304) 696-3568) or visit the conference website at http://www.marshall.edu/cegas/geohazards/.

USGS Public Lecture Series – “Bat White-nose Syndrome: There is a New Fungus Among Us”:  Since first discovered in 2007 in New York, white-nose syndrome has spread to 16 states, including Virginia and Maryland, and four Canadian provinces. The disease is estimated to have killed over five million hibernating bats. An outbreak of infectious disease among bats on the order of white-nose syndrome is without precedent, and although insect-feeding wild bats may lack the easily defined monetary value of domestic animals, a recent analysis showed that they provide natural pest control services to American farmers valued at approximately $23 billion per year.  Anyone is welcome to join this presentation by Dr. David Blehert being held on Wednesday, March 7, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Dallas Peck Auditorium.

Charge Card Annual Agreement of Responsibility:  If you own a JPMorgan Chase MasterCard used for the purposes of travel or purchasing supplies and/or services, you must electronically sign the U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility no later than March 31, 2012.  The form is located in WebForms and may be accessed at https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/welcome.nsf.  Completion of the form is not time consuming.  It only requires you to enter the last 4 digits of your social security number and then to read over the agreement which consists of twelve (12) terms and conditions.  You select your supervisor and then electronically sign.  Please take a brief moment to complete this requirement as soon as possible.  Failure to comply with this requirement will result in suspension of your charge card until the agreement has been signed by both the cardholder and the supervisor.  If you have problems accessing this form, please contact Margaret Seaboy at mseaboy@usgs.gov for assistance.

Long Term Care Insurance Webinars:  Informational webinars are being offered this month by the Federal Long Term Care Insurance Program (FLTCIP).  The webinar will begin at 2:00 p.m. EST on February 28.  You may register by going to https://www.ltcfeds.com/webinar.  The web-based seminar is designed for those employees and qualified relatives that are interested in learning more about long term care, FLTCIP plan options, and the application process.  An FLTCIP expert will:
· Discuss the importance of planning for potential long term care needs
· Review FLTCIP benefit options, with tips on personalizing your own plan
· Highlight the advantages of applying now, including cost
· Answer your questions
For additional information regarding FLTCIP, please go to www.ltcfeds.com or http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/pb/ltc.html or call a Certified Long Term Care Consultant at 1-800-582-3337.

Stress Management Workshops:  The Employee Assistance Program is once again offering employees at the National Center an opportunity to learn how to manage stress and seek balance with work, life and fun.  All sessions meet in Room 2A235 at 12:00 p.m., led by our EAP Counselor, Nancy Linton, LPC.  The dates and times of upcoming Stress Management Workshops are:
· March 14 – Session 3:  Investing in Your Personal Relationships – Part II:  Deepening the Relationships in Your Home
· April 18 – Session 4:  Investing in Your Personal Relationships – Part III:  Navigating Relationships with Extended Family
· May 16 – Session 5:  Enhancing Communication in Your Relationships – Part I:  Improving Listening and Communication Skills
· June 13 – Session 6:   Enhancing Communication in Your Relationships – Part II:  Improving Negotiating Skills /Setting Healthy Boundaries
Please feel free to bring your lunch.  To make a confidential appointment call 1-800-869-0276.

Student Resume: The branch office has received a resume from a senior at McGill University who is looking for summer employment.  He is majoring in Engineering with a specialization in Hydraulic and Water Resources Engineering.  He has experience using ArcGIS, AutoCAD, SAP 2000, Adobe CS5, and FORTRAN.  Please contact Emerson (x5834) if you would like a copy of his resume.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees. Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.
If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

New Publications from NRP/EB

Glynn, P.D., 2011, Foreword, Geochemical Modeling of Groundwater, Vadose and Geothermal Systems, Bundschuh J. & Zilberbrand M. (eds), CRC Press, p. xix-xx., http://www.crcpress.com/ecommerce_product/book_series.jsf?series_id=1924.

Glynn, P.D., and Brown, J.G., 2011, Integrating field observations and inverse and forward modeling: application at a site with acidic, heavy-metal-contaminated groundwater, in Geochemical Modeling of Groundwater, Vadose and Geothermal Systems, Bundschuh J. & Zilberbrand M. (eds), CRC Press, Chapter 8, p. 181-234.

Glynn P.D., L. Jacobsen, G. Phelps, G. Bawden, V. Grauch, R. Orndorff, R. Winston, M. Fienen, V. Cross and J. Bratton, 2011, 3D/4D Modeling, Visualization and Information Frameworks: Current US Geological Survey Practice and Needs, p 33-38,  in Russell, H.A.J., Berg, R.C., and Thorleifson, L.H. (compilers): Three-Dimensional Geological Mapping; Workshop Extended Abstracts, Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 8 2011, Geological Survey of Canada, Open File 6998, 80 p. doi:10.4095/289609, http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/research/3DWorkshop/2011/workshop.shtml.

Landwehr, J.M. and Winograd, I.J., 2012, Devils Hole, Nevada—A Primer: U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2012–3021, 6 p., available online at http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2012/3021.


Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Thursday at 12:00 p.m. Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov.

If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter, send an email to paniagua@usgs.gov and you will be added to the Newsletter distribution list.

Create Your Own Homepage on USGS Professional Pages:  The USGS Professional Pages are a great way to connect with knowledgeable professionals across the Bureau.  By building a personal homepage you can share your own biography, bibliography, curriculum vita, research and career focus with other professionals.  You can lookup Professional Pages at https://profile.usgs.gov/professional/index.php.  Search by name, state, keyword, or Science Strategy area.  For more information or to create your own Homepage please go to the USGS Professional Pages Intranet site at https://profile.usgs.gov/.  The Professional Pages are designed to be user-friendly.  However, if you need assistance, contact the Service Desk by phone at 703-648-4357 or by email at servicedesk@usgs.gov.

Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************
Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.
	Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 
	Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.
	Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
