[bookmark: _GoBack]Please Visit Our Branch Website at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrerOver 



NATIONAL RESEARCH PROGRAM, EASTERN BRANCH
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]February 21 – February 25, 2011

Seminars

Wednesday, February 23, Joseph P. Smoot, USGS, Eastern Geology & Paleoclimate Science Center, “The Late Proterozoic-Early Cambrian Chilhowee Group in Virginia: Seaward-Dipping Volcanic Wedges and Unconformities from Opening of the Iapetus Ocean”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, March 1, Dr. Alexander Iriondo, Professor, Geosciences Center—Querétaro, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, “Initiation of the Pacific Continental Arc of SW North America: A Perspective from the Newly Discovered Subduction-Related Permian Granitoids from NW Sonora, Mexico”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 3, Dr. Jake Weltzin, Executive Director of the USA-NPN, “Update on the USA National Phenology Network: Data, Visualizations, Monitoring, & Partnerships”, Room 4A-332, 12:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, March 3, Vincent C. Lai, Scientist Emeritus, USGS, Reston, VA and Visiting Professor & Senior Research Fellow, Hydrotech Research Institute, National Taiwan University, “Real-Time Flood Forecasting”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices

Dr. Tyler Coplen Promoted to ST Scientist:  It was recently announced that our colleague Tyler Coplen was promoted to ST Scientist.  After working as a Research Geochemist with the University of California in Riverside, Tyler joined the USGS in Reston, where he founded the Reston Stable Isotope Laboratory and its associated NRP project.  Tyler and his team of scientists are internationally renowned for their multi-disciplinary research on the use of isotope-ratio measurements in studies of water resources, environmental quality, forensic science, geochemistry, and biology.  Tyler’s work establishing the variability of atomic weights, and thereby changing the way that chemistry is taught throughout the educational system, was recently highlighted in multiple news articles and interviews, including National Public Radio, MSNBC, Scientific American, Science News, and other outlets.  More generally, Tyler has provided an impressive body of work in the use of stable isotopes to understand the basic processes affecting the movement of groundwater and surface water, and the transport of substances in these waters.  Tyler’s research has proved essential in water resource assessments, such as those conducted for the Kabul Basin (Afghanistan) and the Middle Rio Grande Basin (New Mexico).  He is also widely known for his study of oxygen and carbon isotopes in calcite veins from Devils Hole, Nevada, which have provided a paleoclimatic record from 4,000 to 560,000 years ago, and more recently, for his isotopic studies of the often devastating “atmospheric river” events on the U.S. Pacific Coast (for which he developed a sequential precipitation collector that was awarded a patent in 2010).  Tyler and his team have also been at the forefront of the use of isotopic techniques in forensic analyses of biota, their provenance, their migration, and their food-web dependencies.  He received the Department of Interior Distinguished Service Award in 2005 and the Department’s Meritorious Service Award in 1992.  Tyler has also been tasked to be the lead for USGS and Interior to the Subcommittee on Forensic Science of the National Science and Technology Council Committee on Science that advises the Executive Office of the President.  Congratulations Tyler on this impressive achievement.

Branch PotLuck o'the Irish Lunch:  Mark your calendars for our quarterly branch gathering we're calling, "Spring PotLuck o'the Irish Lunch".  This event is scheduled for Tuesday, March 15, at 12:00 p.m. in conference room 5B227.  This is a Pot luck luncheon and your participation is needed to make this a success for all.  Sign up sheets are at each mailstop.  Irish and "green" foods are encouraged to be true to the spirit of St. Patrick's Day, however, all food contributions are greatly appreciated.  Some food suggestions are drinks, cheeses and crackers, dips, chips, fruit, veggie trays, and desserts.  Get creative with your green theme:  Pistachio salad, kiwi, melon, green chili, green (spinach) tortilla chips, green salsa, and green pasta!  If you have any questions, please contact Christal at x5854.

National Surface-Water Conference and Hydroacoustics Workshop:  The National Surface-Water Conference and Hydroacoustics Workshop will be held in Tampa, FL from March 28 through April 1.  Approximately 250 abstracts were submitted, and the oral and poster sessions have been nearly finalized.  In addition, nearly three dozen vendors have registered to exhibit and demonstrate their latest products.  Online registration has already begun and can be located at http://water.usgs.gov/osw/conference2011/registration.html.  There is a $300 registration fee and $50 training fee (if classes are taken).  These fees will have to be paid via an internal sub-voucher process using your project account number.  The hospitality and field trip fees are collected at the end of the registration process using a personal credit card or personal check.  If using the check method, please mail your check no later than March 10, 2011.  You cannot pay either of these fees in cash at the conference.  The deadline for registering at the conference hotels at the guaranteed per diem rate of $108 per night is February 25.  If you are planning to attend the Conference and Workshop, you are encouraged to complete the registration process within the next two weeks.  Many of the final arrangements yet to be made are predicated on having a very accurate estimate of the total number of meeting participants, so please don't delay in registering.  For further information, please visit the conference web site at http://water.usgs.gov/osw/conference2011/index.html.

Charge Card Annual Agreement of Responsibility:  If you own a JPMorgan Chase MasterCard used for the purposes of travel or purchasing supplies and/or services, you must electronically sign the U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility no later than March 31, 2011.  The form is located in WebForms and may be accessed at https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/welcome.nsf.  Completion of the form is not time consuming.  It only requires you to enter the last 4 digits of your social security number and then to read over the agreement which consists of twelve (12) terms and conditions.  You select your supervisor and then electronically sign.  Please take a brief moment to complete this requirement as soon as possible.  Failure to comply with this requirement will result in suspension of your charge card until the agreement has been signed by both the cardholder and the supervisor.  If you have problems accessing this form, please contact Margaret Seaboy at mseaboy@usgs.gov for assistance.

Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with the USGS.  Please contact Emerson if you would like a copy of their resumes.
· A senior at James Madison University majoring in Biology with a minor in Mathematics.  She has extensive laboratory and field experience.  In addition, she has completed courses in operating GIS software, including a class in Biological Applications of GIS which focused on ArcGIS techniques to examine global ecological data.
· A student at the University of Mary Washington who is interested in an internship.  She is majoring in Biology/Pre-med.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.
If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

New Publications from NRP/EB

Harvey, J.W., Noe, G.B., Larsen, L.G., Nowacki, D.J., and McPhillips, L.E., 2011, Field flume reveals aquatic vegetation's role in sediment and particulate phosphorus transport in a shallow aquatic ecosystem. Geomorphology 126:297-313.
http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/jharvey/pdf/Harvey_etal_2011_Geomorphology_Fine_sediment_transport_Everglades.pdf.

Larsen, L.G. and Harvey, J.W., 2011, Modeling of hydroecological feedbacks predicts distinct classes of wetland channel pattern and process that influence ecological function and restoration potential. Geomorphology 126: 279-296. http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/jharvey/pdf/Larsen%20and%20Harvey%20Geomorphology%202011.pdf.

Wheaton, J. M., Gibbins, C., Wainwright, J., Larsen, L., and McElroy, B., 2011, Preface: Multiscale feedbacks in ecogeomorphology, Geomorphology 126: 265-268.


Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov

If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter, send an email to paniagua@usgs.gov and you will be added to the Newsletter distribution list.

Create Your Own Homepage on USGS Professional Pages:  The USGS Professional Pages are a great way to connect with knowledgeable professionals across the Bureau.  By building a personal homepage you can share your own biography, bibliography, curriculum vita, research and career focus with other professionals.  You can lookup Professional Pages at https://profile.usgs.gov/professional/index.php.  Search by name, state, keyword, or Science Strategy area.  For more information or to create your own Homepage please go to the USGS Professional Pages Intranet site at https://profile.usgs.gov/.  The Professional Pages are designed to be user-friendly.  However, if you need assistance, contact the Service Desk by phone at 703-648-4357 or by email at servicedesk@usgs.gov.

Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************
Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.
	Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 
	Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.
	Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
