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March 15 – March 19, 2010
Seminars
Tuesday, March 16, Dr. Diana N. Szilagyi, Department of Pathology, County Clinical Hospital, Timisoara, Romania, “Chemical Compounds in Kidney Pathology: the Missing Links”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 17, Greg Walsh, Eastern Geology & Paleoclimate Science Center, “Creating Three Dimensional Models from Published Geologic Maps and Cross Sections Using Google Earth and Google Sketch Up”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, March 24, Prof. Grant Garven, Tufts University, Medford, MA, “The Permeability of Faults in Petroleum-Rich Basins, Southern California”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 24, Information Technology Advisory Committee, “Geotagging Pics w/LatLong Metadata – 3 Easy, Cheap Options Compared”, WebEx Seminar, 2:00 p.m. EDT, To register for this WebEx Seminar, please go to https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=134688312&RG=1&UID=0.
Tuesday, March 30, Ricardo A. Olea, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, “Methodology for Assessment of Unconventional (Continuous) Resources with Application to Greater Natural Buttes Gas Field”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Call for Abstracts – Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration Conference (GEER 2010): GEER 2010 will be held July 12-16, 2010, in Naples, FL.  The meeting program will consist of plenary and coffee-house sessions with invited panelists and speakers, an Everglades Invasive Species Summit, topical workshops, concurrent sessions and poster sessions. Traditional concurrent breakout sessions will consist of presentations selected from abstract submissions, as well as workshops designed by individuals wishing to organize a series of talks structured around a particular topic. This year Jud Harvey will co-chair a workshop along with Vic Engel (National Park Service) and Matt Cohen (University of Florida), entitled “Flow Effects in the Greater Everglades.”  All individuals interested in Everglades' ecosystem restoration are invited to submit an abstract for oral or poster presentation. Oral and poster presentations will be selected from abstract submissions, and abstracts from all presentations will be included in the conference online publication. The deadline for abstract submissions is Friday, April 2, 2010.  The submission deadline will not be extended this year. No Exceptions.  For more information about the conference, please go to http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/GEER2010/index.htm.
Transmitting Sensitive Information over the Internet:  The Department of the Interior, Office of the Chief information Officer has communicated to USGS that, through network discovery and traffic monitoring, Personally Identifiable Information and Sensitive Information continues to be sent from the USGS to external (Internet) addresses via e-mail and other forms of popular internet social communication.  As many of these forms of communication are sent in clear text format, any party with available software tools has the ability to scan Internet traffic and, therefore, may have the ability to view this information. Through network monitoring of USGS traffic, DOI has reported the following examples of information being sent by USGS employees: Social Security Numbers, Credit Card Numbers with expiration dates, and Usernames / Passwords.  All Employees, Contractors, Emeritus and Volunteers are reminded to avoid the use of Social Security Numbers (SSN), Credit Card Numbers, Usernames and Passwords in e-mails. Sending this information via email outside of the DOI is a violation of Departmental and OMB policy.  Your attention and awareness to safeguarding Personally Identifiable Information and Sensitive Information is paramount to ensuring that we comply with these requirements and protecting our identity.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Questions regarding this matter can be directed to Paul E. Exter, peexter@usgs.gov, 443-498-5534.
Customer Satisfaction Survey for the Office of Acquisition and Grants, Branch:  Scott Morton, Chief of the Office of Acquisition and Grants and his staff are interested in your views on what the Grants Branch is doing well and where they might improve their service to you.  If you have been a customer of the Grants Branch (procurement office located in Reston, Virginia) within the last 2 years, please respond using their customer survey, available by clicking on the following link: https://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/14f9eg434c7.  The survey consists of 16 questions and takes less than 10 minutes to complete. Upon successful submission of the survey, you will be taken immediately to the Acquisition Intranet home page.  This survey will be available until March 26, 2010.  Your identity will remain anonymous; however, you are welcome to disclose your contact information in the comment section at the end for individual follow-up.  Aggregated survey results will be posted to the Intranet and the link provided to you at a later date.

Conversion of Virtual Private Network (VPN) Authentication to Two-Factor Authentication Using DOI Access Cards (Smart Cards):  On April 30, 2010, the Department of the Interior’s VPN (Remote Access) solution will be reconfigured to require the use of your Smart Card and Personal Identification Number (PIN) for authentication.  Known as Two-Factor Authentication (TFA), this conversion is being done to strengthen network security and comply with Office of Management and Budget Memorandum M-06-16 and Homeland Security Presidential Directive 12 (HSPD-12).  In order to assist in implementing this new requirement, the Geospatial Information Office will be working with local IT support personnel to: Ensure users have their new smart card activated and ready, Ensure the smart card client software and a smart card reader is installed, and Ensure each remote access user knows their PIN.  If you do not remember your PIN, you will need to have it reset at a U.S. Access Credentialing Center (most likely the same place where you picked up your card).  If you have not been issued a Smart Card to date, you will continue to use your current username and password to access the VPN, until you receive a smart card.  In addition, non-USGS employees, who partner with the USGS and leverage remote access to conduct business, are now required to enroll, activate and obtain an HSPD-12 identification card for remote access.  Instructions for converting to TFA as well as Frequently Asked Questions and information are available at: http://ead.usgs.gov/tfa.html.  If you have any questions regarding the conversion to two-factor authentication, please contact Paul E. Exter at peexter@usgs.gov, 443-498-5534, or contact the USGS Service Desk at http://servicedesk.usgs.gov/.

Charge Card Annual Agreement of Responsibility:  If you own a JPMorgan Chase MasterCard used for the purposes of travel or purchasing supplies and/or services, you must electronically sign the U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility no later than March 31, 2010.  The form is located in WebForms and may be accessed at https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/welcome.nsf.  Completion of the form is not time consuming.  It only requires you to enter the last 4 digits of your social security number and then to read over the agreement which consists of twelve (12) terms and conditions.  You select your supervisor and then electronically sign.  Please take a brief moment to complete this requirement as soon as possible.  Failure to comply with this requirement will result in suspension of your charge card until the agreement has been signed by both the cardholder and the supervisor.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

March 16 Thyroid Disease Lecture
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
March 24 Nutrition Lecture
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
April 14 Osteoporosis Lecture
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Create Your Own Homepage on USGS Professional Pages:  The USGS Professional Pages are a great way to connect with knowledgeable professionals across the Bureau.  By building a personal homepage you can share your own biography, bibliography, curriculum vita, research and career focus with other professionals.  You can lookup Professional Pages at https://profile.usgs.gov/professional/index.php.  Search by name, state, keyword, or Science Strategy area.  For more information or to create your own Homepage please go to the USGS Professional Pages Intranet site at https://profile.usgs.gov/.  The Professional Pages are designed to be user-friendly.  However, if you need assistance, contact the Service Desk by phone at 703-648-4357 or by email at servicedesk@usgs.gov.
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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