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January 18 – January 22, 2010
Seminars
Tuesday, January 19, Abe Springer, Professor of Hydrogeology and Director of the School of Earth Sciences and Environmental Sustainability, “Why Spring Ecosystems are Unique”, Visitors Center, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 20, Jim Cannia, Hydrologist, USGS Nebraska Water Science Center, and Jared Abraham, Geophysicist, USGS Crustal Imaging and Characterization Team, “Using Airborne Geophysical Surveys to Improve Groundwater Resource Management Models”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 21, Robert D. Tucker, USGS, “A Reconsideration of the Precambrian Shield in Madagascar”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Thursday, January 28, Information Technology Advisory Committee, “USGS Computer Tips for Road Warriors”, WebEx Seminar, Room 5B-227, 1:00 p.m.
Monday, February 1, Chuck Shadie, Mississippi Valley Division, USACE, Vicksburg, MS, “Mississippi River Basin -- US Army Corps of Engineers' Water Resources Civil Works Missions and Roles”, Room 5A-217, 2:00 p.m.
Notices
NAGT-USGS Cooperative Summer Field Training Program:  Since 1965, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has partnered with the National Association of Geoscience Teachers (NAGT) to provide internship opportunities for college students through the Cooperative Summer Field Training Program.  The NAGT and USGS solicit the names of highly qualified students from the directors of field programs throughout the Nation.  These nominees are then invited to apply for a summer appointment to do field and/or laboratory-based research with USGS scientists.  Students hired through this program have received outstanding reviews from their scientists and managers, with an impressive number of these individuals becoming full-time colleagues.  Interns employed through this program will be rising college seniors or new college graduates and are hired as students at a rate commensurate to their experience (most at the GS-5, Step 1 level), with an adjusted locality payment.  A description of the internship program and the 2009 projects and interns can be viewed at http://education.usgs.gov/docs/NAGT2009.pdf.  Again this year, the program will be administered and managed by our education program with the Director’s Office providing one-half of the support of 20 interns for up to 12 weeks.  Nominated students send their applications to the National Education Coordinator, where candidates are matched to project proposals.  Project personnel then review, interview, and select their interns.  Every attempt is made to distribute, as equally as possible, cost-shared interns and projects over all disciplines and regions.  Although a limited number of cost-shared positions are available, programs desiring an NAGT/USGS intern can still take advantage of the selection process to employ this talented pool of students.  Knowing that able students frequently make their summer plans early, it is important that short descriptions of proposed science projects are submitted no later than January 22, 2010.  The Project Description Form is attached.  Please complete the form and email it to nagtusgsinternship@usgs.gov.
New Mileage Rates Announced:  The General Services Administration released on December 31,2009, the new reimbursable mileage rates for 2010.  The new rates are effective on January 1, 2010. The new mileage rates are as follows:

· Privately owned airplane $1.29 per mile

· Privately owned automobile $0.50 per mile

· Privately owned motorcycle $0.47 per mile

The mileage rates for POV use when a government owned vehicle is available or committed have not changed.  The GovTrip database has been updated to show the correct mileage rates.
USGS All Hands Meeting with Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar:  On Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 9:30 a.m., Secretary Ken Salazar will give an All Hands Meeting in the Dallas Peck Memorial Auditorium at the USGS National Center.

Create Your Own Homepage on USGS Professional Pages:  The USGS Professional Pages are a great way to connect with knowledgeable professionals across the Bureau.  By building a personal homepage you can share your own biography, bibliography, curriculum vita, research and career focus with other professionals.  You can lookup Professional Pages at https://profile.usgs.gov/professional/index.php.  Search by name, state, keyword, or Science Strategy area.  For more information or to create your own Homepage please go to the USGS Professional Pages Intranet site at https://profile.usgs.gov/.  The Professional Pages are designed to be user-friendly.  However, if you need assistance, contact the Service Desk by phone at 703-648-4357 or by email at servicedesk@usgs.gov.
IT Tip – What Should I Be Backing Up?:  The USGS IT group suggests that employees backup their Documents, Internet Explorer Favorites, and Lotus Archives.  These are not automatically backed up.  An external USB drive is an easy, convenient, and inexpensive way to do this.  The "N" drive (available only to you) can be used for document and lotus archive storage.  This drive is on a network server and is backed up, however please be aware that the "N" drive is not unlimited in space.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a sophomore at the University of Virginia looking for summer employment.  He is a double major in Cognitive Science and Computer Science.  His coursework includes Introductory Chemistry, Introductory Chemistry Lab, Introduction to Cognition, Organic Chemistry, Organic Chemistry Lab, Principles of Physics, and Principles of Physics Lab.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

January 20 Colon Cancer Lecture/Screening
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
January 25 American Screening Association – Medical Screening for:
Echocardiogram/Heart Function

$99
Stroke/Carotid Artery Ultrasound

$35
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Ultrasound
$35
Peripheral Arterial Disease Doppler

$35
Osteoporosis




$35
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
Those interested in any screening are required to call 1-800-686-3035 to schedule an appointment.

Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  The Health Unit has a limited supply of seasonal flu vaccine available.  Refer to the Flu Shot Schedule to see when you can get your flu shot.  Please have the Patient Acknowledgement for Seasonal Influenza Vaccination form completed before you receive your vaccine.

H1N1 Flu Shots The H1N1 vaccine is now available at the National Center Health Unit to all USGS employees.  The schedule for administration of the H1N1 vaccine is as follows: Mondays 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Tuesdays 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., Thursdays 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., and Fridays 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Wilson, T.A., Amirbahman, A., Norton, S.A., and Voytek, M.A., 2010, A record of phosphorus dynamics in oligotrophic lake sediment. Journal of Paleolimnology, 16 p. DOI 10.1007/s10933-009-9403-y.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Liao, K.-S., Wang, J., Dias, S., Dewald, J., Alley, N.J., Baesman, S.M., Oremland, R.S., Blau, W.J., and Curran, S.A., 2010, Strong nonlinear photonic responses from microbiologically synthesized tellurium nanocomposites, Chemical Physics Letters 484: 242–246.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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