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October 19 – October 23, 2009
Seminars

Wednesday, October 21, Lauren E. Hay, USGS National Research Program, Lakewood, CO, “Watershed Scale Response to Climate Change Across the United States”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, October 21, John T. Haynes, Assistant Professor, James Madison University, “Field and Petrographic Study of Pore Systems in the Marcellus Shale and Associated Mudrocks, Western Virginia”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Monday, October 26, Chris Magirl, USGS, Washington Water Science Center and Chauncey Anderson, USGS, Oregon Water Science Center, “The Science of Dam Removal in the Pacific Northwest”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, October 27, Leonard Levin, Ph.D., Technical Executive, Air Quality, Environment Sector, Electric Power Research Institute, “Lake Recovery Following Mercury Emissions Reductions”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 28, Vic Heilweil, USGS, Salt Lake City, UT, “Managed Aquifer Recharge for Fractured Sandstone: Techniques for Quantifying Infiltration Rates, Clogging Processes, and Groundwater Residence Times”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, October 29, Michelle I. Hornberger, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “How Enriched Stable Isotope Tracers can Elucidate Metal Exposure Pathways in Aquatic Insects”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Dr. Marcia McNutt Confirmed to be the 15th USGS Director:  On October 21, 2009, the Senate confirmed Dr. Marcia McNutt to the post of Director, U.S. Geological Survey and Science Advisor to the Secretary of the Interior.  Marcia currently serves as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute.  She will report for duty on November 5, 2009.  More information about her confirmation can be found at http://www.doi.gov/news/09_News_Releases/102209.html.
Congratulations to Allen Shapiro:  Allen was one of eight outstanding USGS scientists who were elected GSA Fellows for 2009.  They cited his pioneering contributions to theoretical and applied aspects of fractured-rock hydrogeology.  His design and application of new borehole packer equipment which links theory with field investigation and data collection.  In addition, Allen’s advances to the state of the art in conducting tracer tests, and his work making fractured-rock hydrology a more tractable problem.  Congratulations Allen!
Farewell to Kim Griffin:  Kim has accepted an Administrative Specialist position in the Eastern Region Geographic Science Center, and will be leaving the Branch on Friday, November 6, 2009.  For the past two years Kim has done an outstanding job serving the Branch in multiple roles, first as a Project Assistant, then as the Acting Branch Assistant, and more recently as an Administrative Operations Assistant for the finance office.  We congratulate Kim on her new position, and know she will surely be missed by all.  Please join us to bid a fond farewell to Kim on Wednesday, November 4, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5B227.  If you would like to contribute to the purchase of a gift, please see April Thorne in 5B336, ext. 5856.
Thanksgiving Food Drive:  We are once again holding a Thanksgiving food drive for Herndon-Reston FISH, Inc.  This organization has been providing help to needy families for over 40 years and with the current economic crisis, these families need help more than ever.  If you would like more information about FISH, please visit their website at http://www.herndonrestonfish.org/.   If you wish to make a food donation, please see the fliers posted around the branch for suggested food items.  Collection boxes have been placed at each of the Mail Stops.  We will continue to collect food through the morning of Monday, November 16, 2009 so they can be distributed to families in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.
35th Annual USGS Photo Contest:  Open to all present, past, and retired USGS employees and their immediate families.   Each contestant may enter up to 4 black and white prints, 4 color prints, and 4 digital images (maximum total of 8 prints and 4 digital images).  Digital images will be judged in two topics, (1) the USGS at Work in the field, office, or laboratory and in outreach, and (2) Scientific images with aesthetic value.  Entries in this category must be in ‘jpeg’ or ‘tif’ format.  Prints may be color or black & white.  Entries in this category may be (1) Nature, (2) People & Animals, (3) Man-made Structures, or (4) Still Life and Close Up, and produced using all traditional methods, all digital methods, or a combination of traditional and digital methods.  All entries must be received by November 27, 2009.  For additional rules and details please go to http://water.usgs.gov/camera/ or contact Kate Flynn at kmflynn@usgs.gov.
Annual Window Cleaning:  The annual window cleaning is scheduled to start on Monday, October 19, 2009. All windows, inside and outside, will be cleaned at the John W. Powell, Advanced Systems Center, Power Plant, and Solid State Physics buildings between the hours of  8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. weekdays.  It will be necessary to gain access to all offices with windows.  Please direct any questions or concerns to Mr. John Naylor, Branch of Facilities Management, at extension 7515.
FY10 1st Quarter Branch Gathering:  This Friday, October 23, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in conference room 5B227, join in for the 1st Quarter Branch Halloween Dessert Gathering.  Bring any dessert, light snack, or drinks.  Sign up sheets have been posted at the mail stops.  Please sign up early to avoid cancellation.  We need YOU in order to make these events a success.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

October 21 Benign Prostate Enlargement
Presented by Dr. Arnold, Urologist
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
November 4 Colon Cancer Lecture – Reston Hospital Medical Staff
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
2009 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Refer to the Flu Shot Schedule to see when you can get your flu shot.  Please have the Patient Acknowledgement for Seasonal Influenza Vaccination form completed before you receive your vaccine.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Griffiths, P.G., Webb, R.H., Fisher, M., and Muth, A., 2009, Plants and ventifacts delineate late Holocene wind vectors in the Coachella Valley, USA, Aeolian Research, 1, pp. 63-73.

Sun, W.J., Sierra-Alvarez, R., Milner, L., Oremland, R., and Field, J.A. 2009. Arsenite and ferrous iron oxidation linked to chemolithotrophic denitrification for the immobilization of arsenic in anoxic environments. ES & T 43 (17): 6585-6591.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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