
Please Visit Our Branch Website at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer
BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

October 12 – October 16, 2009
Seminars

Wednesday, October 14, Edwards, L.E., Powars, D.S., and Self-Trail, J.M., “The Chesapeake Bay Impact Structure: Miocene Effects of the Eocene Impact”, Room 4C-315, 11:30 a.m.


Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, October 21, Lauren E. Hay, USGS National Research Program, Lakewood, CO, “Watershed Scale Response to Climate Change Across the United States”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, October 21, John T. Haynes, Assistant Professor, James Madison University, “Field and Petrographic Study of Pore Systems in the Marcellus Shale and Associated Mudrocks, Western Virginia”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Monday, October 26, Chris Magirl, USGS, Washington Water Science Center and Chauncey Anderson, USGS, Oregon Water Science Center, “The Science of Dam Removal in the Pacific Northwest”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, October 27, Leonard Levin, Ph.D., Technical Executive, Air Quality, Environment Sector, Electric Power Research Institute, “Lake Recovery Following Mercury Emissions Reductions”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 28, Vic Heilweil, USGS, Salt Lake City, UT, “Managed Aquifer Recharge for Fractured Sandstone: Techniques for Quantifying Infiltration Rates, Clogging Processes, and Groundwater Residence Times”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, October 29, Michelle I. Hornberger, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “How Enriched Stable Isotope Tracers can Elucidate Metal Exposure Pathways in Aquatic Insects”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Call for Proposals – Powell Center Working Groups:  The Powell Center allows USGS researchers and their colleagues to get away from daily activities and focus on complex earth system and natural resource questions.  The unique and stimulating environment, with exceptional technical support and facilities, enables scientists to advance the state of knowledge through collaborative and interdisciplinary investigation.  Powell Center Working Groups organize and synthesize scientific information empowering researchers, resource managers, and policy makers to address important earth system science issues.  Proposals for the first round of Working Groups are due by November 16, 2009.  Second round proposals are due by April 15, 2010.  Instructions for proposal preparation and submission are available on the website at http://powellcenter.usgs.gov.  FY10 and FY11 are Pilot Phase years for the Powell Center, and funding for Working Groups is limited.  Please contact one of the Powell Center Directors, Jill Baron (jill_baron@usgs.gov, 970-491-1968), or Marty Goldhaber (mgold@usgs.gov, 303-236-1521), before preparing a proposal so they can help you to be successful.
Executive Order Prohibiting Texting While Driving:  On October 1, 2009, President Obama issued an Executive Order “…prohibiti[ng] the use of text messaging while driving on official business or while using Government-supplied equipment…”  To read the full Executive Order, please visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Executive-Order-Federal-Leadership-on-Reducing-Text-Messaging-while-Driving/.
Thanksgiving Food Drive:  We are once again holding a Thanksgiving food drive for Herndon-Reston FISH, Inc.  This organization has been providing help to needy families for over 40 years and with the current economic crisis, these families need help more than ever.  If you would like more information about FISH, please visit their website at http://www.herndonrestonfish.org/.   If you wish to make a food donation, please see the fliers posted around the branch for suggested food items.  Collection boxes have been placed at each of the Mail Stops.  We will continue to collect food through the morning of Monday, November 16, 2009 so they can be distributed to families in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.
FY10 1st Quarter Branch Gathering:  Next Friday, October 23, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in conference room 5B227, join in for the 1st Quarter Branch Halloween Dessert Gathering.  Bring any dessert, light snack, or drinks.  Sign up sheets have been posted at the mail stops.  Please sign up early to avoid cancellation.  We need YOU in order to make these events a success.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

October 21 Benign Prostate Enlargement
Presented by Dr. Arnold, Urologist
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
November 4 Colon Cancer – Presentation and Screening
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
2009 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Refer to the Flu Shot Schedule to see when you can get your flu shot.  Please have the Patient Acknowledgement for Seasonal Influenza Vaccination form completed before you receive your vaccine.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Coplen, T.B., and Qi, H., 2009, Quality assurance and quality control in light stable isotope laboratories: A case study of Rio Grande, Texas, water samples. Isotopes in Environmental and Health Studies, vol. 45, p. 126-134.
New Publications from OCS/H
Frankforter, J.D., Weyers, H.S., Bales, J.D., Moran, P.W. and Calhoun, D.L. 2009, The relative influence of nutrients and habitat on stream metabolism in agricultural streams. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, DOI 10.1007/s10661-009-1127-y, 19 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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