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November 16 – November 20, 2009
Seminars

Tuesday, November 17, D. Kirk Nordstrom, Hydrologist, NRP Branch of Regional Research, Central Region, Boulder, CO, “So what does happen to all the arsenic, fluoride, and mercury that comes out of the thermal waters at Yellowstone? Results from synoptic sampling on the Gibbon and Firehole Rivers.”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, November 18, Christopher Mills, USGS, Denver, CO, “Geogenic Hexavalent Chromium in Sacramento Valley, California Ground Waters: Sources and Generation Mechanisms”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 18, Marie Zanowick, EPA, “Biomimicry - Using Nature's Design for Water Quality”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
Notices
Donna Myers Will Serve as Acting Chief, Office of Water Quality:  Donna will be rotating into this position on November 30, 2009.  Terry Schertz will complete her service as Acting Chief on that date and will resume her duties as Assistant Chief, Office of Water Quality at that time.
Call for Session Proposals and Abstracts – 3rd USGS Modeling Conference:  The 3rd USGS Modeling Conference will be held in Denver, CO from June 7-11, 2010.  The conference will focus on the development and application of analytical and theoretical models and data availability that support managing the Nation’s resources and help protect lives and property.  Scientists and managers from all DOI Bureaus, national and international Federal, State, and local agencies, academic institutions, and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate.  This conference solicits presentations on development, use, assumptions, data resources, and applications of models at a diverse range of spatial and temporal scales.  The agenda will include keynote speakers, oral and poster sessions, workshops, panel discussions, and field trips designed to encourage collaboration among the modeling and management communities.  The conference will be organized along two tracks supporting DOI priorities and the strategic directions of the USGS Science Strategy.  Track 1 will focus on modeling as a tool for scientific discovery and decision making, and Track 2 will focus on development of models, tools, techniques, frameworks and methods for model output, preservation, and publication.  The deadline for session proposals for Panel Discussions, Short Courses, Technical Sessions, and Workshops will be December 1, 2009.  The abstract submission deadline for Posters and Oral Presentations will be February 12, 2010.  For additional information and instructions relating to the conference as they become available please go to http://geology.usgs.gov/modeling2010/.
International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 3rd Quarter of FY 2010:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 3rd Quarter of FY 2010 (April, May, and June) must submit a formal request by December 15, 2009.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request to Carmen Diaz-Pensler, cdiaz-pensler@usgs.gov, 703-648-6685.  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.  It often takes the BSU sometime to consolidate the list and get it approved.   Please assume you will be attending the Meeting, Seminars, Conferences or Workshops that you are applying for, and submit your 1175 as soon as 100 days before departure but not later than 45 days before departure.
UPS Awarded GSA Contract:  GSA has announced that the second generation of its Express and Ground Domestic Delivery Services BPA has been awarded to UPS.  To allow for the transition to the new provider, the current BPA with FedEx has been extended to December 31, 2009.  However, FedEx has filed a protest, and the transition has been suspended pending the resolution of the protest.  As before, DOI must sign-up to participate in the new BPA.  Currently, the USGS is awaiting further instructions regarding the resolution of the case and guidance from DOI concerning participation.
Thanksgiving Food Drive – Deadline November 16:  We are once again holding a Thanksgiving food drive for Herndon-Reston FISH, Inc.  This organization has been providing help to needy families for over 40 years and with the current economic crisis, these families need help more than ever.  If you would like more information about FISH, please visit their website at http://www.herndonrestonfish.org/.   If you wish to make a food donation, please see the fliers posted around the branch for suggested food items.  Collection boxes have been placed at each of the Mail Stops.  We will continue to collect food through the morning of Monday, November 16, 2009 so they can be distributed to families in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.
Branch Holiday Luncheon:  Reserve the date now for our Annual Branch Holiday Luncheon, Thursday, December 10, 2009, at 11:30.  This year it will be held at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon.   Lunch is $19.00 per person and will include a private dining room with full buffet consisting of:  Salad, Fresh Country Bread and Butter, Sliced Roast Beef with Merlot Mushroom Sauce, Chicken Piccata with Lemon and Caper Sauce, Vegetarian Lasagna, Roasted Potatoes, Rice Pilaf, Roasted Seasonal Vegetables, Assorted Soft Drinks, Coffee, Tea, Fruit Bavarian Cake, Double Chocolate Cake.  Families are welcome!  Please see flyers for complete details.  Money must be given to Christal by Monday, December 7, 2009.
Branch Holiday Dessert and Cookie Party:  On Monday, December 21, 2009, at 1:30 in 5B-227, join in for our annual yummy holiday event.  Bring your favorite cookies or dessert to share, and bring extras this year!  Leftovers will be used to make tray gifts to say thank you to other USGS departments that help us out all year.  We'll assemble the trays immediately following this gathering, so volunteers would be welcome!
WRD Holiday Party:  On Thursday, December 1, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the WRD will hold their Annual Holiday Party.  There are sign-up sheets at all the mail stops for you to RSVP and promise a dish to bring and share.  There will be live music, songs and prizes.  If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Dovell at ext. 5041 or Pamela Murray at ext. 6801.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, December 15, 2009.  This year’s campaign is making strides towards becoming a “greener” campaign by offering the 2009 Catalog of Caring in two electronic formats.  The catalog is available online in a PDF format, or you may use the online database.  Either option is available at the CFC website for the National Capital Area, at http://www.cfcnca.org.  Please take a few minutes to look through and read the descriptions of the over 4,000 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson Perez-Paniagua.  For any additional information, please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

2009 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  The Health Unit has a limited supply of seasonal flu vaccine available.  Refer to the Flu Shot Schedule to see when you can get your flu shot.  Please have the Patient Acknowledgement for Seasonal Influenza Vaccination form completed before you receive your vaccine.

H1N1 Flu Shots The Health Unit has received a very limited supply of H1N1 flu vaccine.   This supply of vaccine is limited to licensed healthcare and emergency medical personnel who provide direct patient care AND pregnant women.  There will be no exceptions.  The schedule for administration of the H1N1 vaccine is as follows: Mondays 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Tuesdays 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., Thursdays 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., and Fridays 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Larsen, L. G., Harvey, J. W., and Crimaldi, J. P., 2009, Predicting bed shear stress and its role in sediment dynamics and restoration potential of the Everglades and other vegetated flow systems. Ecological Engineering, vol. 35, p. 1773-1785.
Schimmelmann, A., Albertino, A., Sauer, P.E., Qi, H., Molinie, R., Mesnard, F., 2009, Nicotine, acetanilide and urea multi-level 2H, 13C and 15N-abundance reference materials for continuous flow isotope ratio mass spectrometry. Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, vol. 23, p. 3513–3521.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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