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June 29 – July 3, 2009
Seminars

Wednesday, July 1, Dr. Asbury (Abby) Sallenger, “Hurricanes and Our Changing Coasts”, Dallas Peck Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, July 15, Matthew Haney, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Fellow, USGS, Anchorage, AK, “Volcano Seismology: What's all the noise about?”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Wednesday, July 29, Marie Noële Croteau, USGS Menlo Park, “Assessing Bioavailability and Toxicity of Metallo-Nanoparticles in Aquatic Environments using Enriched Stable Isotope Tracers and Biodynamic Modeling”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Paul Young selected to be Regional Chief Scientist, Eastern Region:  This new assignment took effect June 22, 2009.  Paul comes to the position with broad experience having served in a Science Center, at Discipline Headquarters, in several Regional positions, in the Director’s Office, and in the Office of Water and Science at the Department.  His overall knowledge of the Region and Bureau and his close working relationship with managers and scientists will ensure his success in the position.  Paul started his USGS career as a cartographer at the then Rocky Mountain Mapping Center in Denver and later transferred to the Eastern Mapping Center in Reston.  He worked on systems development for National Mapping Division headquarters and then returned to the Mapping Applications Center in a research leadership position.  He spent 5-1/2 years in the Office of the Director as Information Management Theme Coordinator and Science Advisor, and afterward served as the USGS Liaison in the Office of Water and Science at the Department of the Interior.  Paul returned to the Eastern Region as the Program Officer in the Office of the Regional Executive for Geography.  He came to the Office of the Eastern Region Director as the acting Science Coordinator and was instrumental in setting up the new Regional Science Office following the October 2007 regional realignment.  Paul’s organizational skills, his attention to detail, and his dedication to excellent customer service will contribute to the existing leadership strengths and talents within the Region.  Please welcome him in this new position and as a member of the Eastern Region Leadership Team.
Acting Chief, USGS WRD Office of Water Quality:  Effective July 6, 2009, Terry Schertz will serve as Acting Chief, Office of Water Quality.

2010 Water Quality Monitoring Conference – Call for Papers:  The National Water-Quality Monitoring Council is holding its Seventh National Monitoring Conference – ‘Monitoring from the Summit to the Sea’ in Denver, CO from April 25-29, 2010.  The conference will focus on the many facets of water quality and quantity monitoring for improved understanding, protection, and restoration of our natural resources and communities.  It will be a centerpiece forum for communication that generally attracts 500-800 water practitioners from all backgrounds-including governmental organizations, volunteers, academia, watershed and environmental groups, and the private sector-to exchange information, develop skills, and foster collaboration and coordination.  Attendees will learn about new findings on the quality of the Nation's streams and groundwater, estuaries, and lakes, as well as recent innovations and cutting-edge tools in water-quality monitoring, assessment, and reporting.  This conference is an ideal venue to showcase Western water issues, including sustainable water management and efforts to evaluate effects of climate on water quality, quantity, and aquatic ecosystems.  Abstracts must be submitted by September 19, 2009.  For additional information or to submit an abstract go to http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2010/index.html.
‘Warm Up to Giving’ Food Drive:  As announced by Secretary Salazar, the Washington metropolitan area food banks are facing severe shortages of nonperishable goods.  The Department of the Interior is partnering with other Federal agencies in the “Warm Up to Giving” food drive to help these community service agencies.  The USGS is gladly participating in this important effort and is welcoming contributions of nonperishable food.  Please deposit your much-needed nonperishable food donations in the receptacle located as you come in through the Visitors Entrance.  It is outside room 1C101, where the ID card office is located.  Contributions will be accepted through Friday, August 28.  If you have any questions regarding the food drive, please contact Kenneth Buck at x7276 or via email at kbuck@usgs.gov.

BRR/ER Hawaiian Luau Picnic:  Aloha!!  It’s time to dig out those Hawaiian shirts and grass skirts! The BRR/ER Annual Branch Picnic is coming up on Wednesday, July 29, 2009, to be held from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. on the area outside the cafeteria, for all employees, contractors, volunteers, and their families.  There will be catered food, beverages, games, and much more.  Feel free to bring a dessert and enter into the dessert contest.  Prizes will be awarded for Best Dessert, Best Dressed, Limbo, and more.  Tickets are $14.00 per person.  Children between the ages of 5 and 10 will receive a half price discount ($7.00), and children under 5 are free!!!  Please contact Christal Prout, ext. 5854, to purchase tickets.  Volunteers to help out with set up and clean up would be appreciated!!
Deadlines for Submission of FY09 Requisitions and FY10 Requisitions with October 1, 2009 Starts:

July 10
New grants, cooperative agreements, and purchase orders $3,001 - $25,000


GSA schedule orders $500,000 and over - supplies


GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - services


Negotiated delivery orders against USGS and other agency contracts


All contract modifications except deobligations


Exercise of priced purchase order options with a start date of October 1, 2009 (FY 2010 requirements)
July 24
Modifications to grants or cooperative agreements involving bilateral/expansions of work


New interagency agreements
August 1
Research Work Orders - bilateral/expansions of work***


Interagency agreement modifications
August 7
GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - supplies


Modifications to grants or CA's involving unilateral/no cost extensions


Modifications to purchase orders

Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 21
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and orders for individual students
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2009:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Once completed, please print your certificate of completion and provide a copy of it to the Branch Admin Office.
Discrimination and Whistleblowing Training Due by September 30, 2009:  As required by the “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act,” commonly known as the No FEAR Act, this biennial training is mandatory for all DOI employees.  The purpose of this training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing.”  Once completed, please print your certificate of completion and provide a copy of it to the Branch Admin Office.  This training may be credited for one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors.  It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty.  If you have any problems logging into DOI LEARN, please contact the Geolearning help desk at 1-866-466-1998 or by email at doilearn@geolearning.com.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Jones, B.F., White, W.W., Conko, K.M., Webster, D.M., and Kohler, J.F., 2009, Mineralogy and Fluid Chemistry of Surficial Sediments in the Newfoundland Basin Tooele and Box Elder Counties, Utah: Utah Geological Survey Open-File Report 539, 96 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Bowen, G.J., West, J.B., Vaughn, B.H., Dawson, T.E., Ehleringer, J.R., Fogel, M.L., Hobson, K., Hoogewerff, J., Kendall, C., Lai, C.-T., Miller, C.C., Noone, D., Schwarcz, H., and Still, C.J., 2009, Isoscapes to address large-scale earth science challenges . EOS, Transactions, American Geophysical Union, 90 (13):109-110.
Croteau, M-N. and S.N. Luoma. 2009. Predicting dietborne metal toxicity from metal influxes . Environ. Sci. Technol. 43: 4915-4921
Duff, J.H., Carpenter, K.D., Snyder, D.T., Lee, K.K., Avanzino, R.J., and F.J. Triska, 2009, Phosphorus and nitrogen legacy in a restoration wetland, Upper Klamath Lake, Oregon , Wetlands 29:735-746
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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