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Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, February 5, Ned Andrews, USGS, Branch of Regional Research, Boulder, CO, “Sediment Fluxes from California Coastal Rivers:  The Influences of Climate, Geology, and Topography”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

Monday, February 9, Dr. Chunmiao Zheng, University of Alabama, 2009 Birdsall-Dreiss Distinguished Lecturer, “Understanding Solute Transport in Extremely Heterogeneous Porous Media: Lessons Learned from 25 Years of Research at the MADE Site”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, March 24, Dr. Peter Cook, CSIRO Land and Water, Australia, 2009 National Ground Water Association Distinguished Darcy Lecturer, “Environmental Tracers in Modern Hydrogeology: Reducing Uncertainty in Ground Water Flow Estimation”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Irene Myers Retires:  After twenty-seven years of dedicated service with the USGS, Irene Myers is retiring on Friday January 30, 2009.  Irene has worked in BRR/ER for the last ten years, first as an Admin. Ops. Assistant and, most recently, as our Budget Analyst. Irene's example of hard work, integrity, good humor and calmness under pressure has been a true asset to the Branch and to the USGS.  Congratulations on a job well done, Irene!
Fire Ecology Conference, Call for Workshops and Special Sessions:  The Association for Fire Ecology (AFE) has announced their call for Workshops and Special Sessions for the Fourth International Fire Ecology and Management Congress: Fire as a Global Process to be held in Savannah, GA, USA from November 30 – December 4, 2009.  Submissions should represent original work pertaining, but not limited, to the following primary themes:  Fire Effects, Human Dimensions, Integrating Science and Management, Fire Behavior, Landscape Level Issues, Fire History and Role of Technology.  Proposers are invited to submit short abstracts (300 words or less) until April 3, 2009 via the on-line submission page at www.fireecology.net/Congress09/Calls/WorSS_Proposal_Form.pdf.  General information about the conference can be obtained at www.fireecology.net/Congress09/Home.html.
IIASA Postdoctoral Fellowships for Researchers in Natural and Social Sciences, Math, Policy and Engineering:  The International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), located in Schloss Laxenburg near Vienna, Austria, provides full funding for two postdoctoral researchers each year.  IIASA is an international institution, supported by the U.S. and 18 other governments, engaged in scientific research aimed at providing policy insight on issues of regional and global importance.  Scholars are expected to conduct their own research within one of IIASA's research programs or special projects on topics closely related to IIASA's agenda in Energy and Technology, Natural Resources and Environment, and Population and Society.  The application deadline is February 1, 2009.  An on-line application form, along with more information, can be found at http://www.iiasa.ac.at/Admin/PDOC/apply_iiasa.html.  For general questions, contact Barbara Hauser, Postdoctoral Coordinator (hauser@iiasa.ac.at).  In the U.S., contact Margaret Goud Collins, Program Director for the U.S. Committee for IIASA, National Academy of Sciences at mcollins@nas.edu.
The National Academies, Science and Technology for Sustainability Program Director:  The National Academies is currently recruiting for a full-time director for the Science and Technology for Sustainability program at the National Academies.  The mission of Policy and Global Affairs (PGA) is to help improve public policy, understanding, and education in matters of science, technology, and health with regard to national strategies and resources, global affairs, workforce and the economy.  The division is particularly charged to identify and build synergy among the disciplines and issue areas, and to promote interaction among science, engineering, medicine and public policy.  The goal of the Science and Technology for Sustainability Program (STS Program) is to contribute to sustainable improvements in human well-being by creating and strengthening the strategic connections between scientific research, technological development, and decision-making.  This position will manage and grow the STS program, and coordinate the activities of the STS Roundtable.  More information on the STS program can be found at http://sustainability.nationalacademies.org/.  More information on the position, including how to apply, can be found at http://tbe.taleo.net/NA4/ats/careers/requisition.jsp?org=NAS&cws=1&rid=6450.  
Lotus Notes Client Upgrade Coming Soon:  The Lotus Team has upgraded National Center email servers to the latest version, known as R8.  For you to take advantage of new features and security enhancements, the Lotus client on your computer also must be upgraded.  Upgrading clients is a two step process.  First, the client software must be loaded onto your computer, then the Lotus Team must apply a new configuration template.  The Lotus Team will apply the templates automatically to all machines on February 18, 2009.  Therefore, your computer must have the client downloaded by that time.  There are 3 ways to receive the download: 1) plugging your computer (desktop or laptop) into the USGS network on an upcoming day when the Lotus Team announces that it is pushing the downloads 2) contacting the Help Desk and asking them to push the download to your machine 3) downloading the client yourself from the USGS Self Service Application Portal http://igsaaammsmm002/esd.  In order for this upgrade to happen without your intervention, it is recommended that your computer be left turned-on and plugged into the network each night.
Release of Version 2.2 of GRSAT:  The Office of Surface Water (OSW) and the National Water Information System (NWIS) announce the release of version 2.2 of Aquarius GRSAT, a graphical rating and shift development tool for ADAPS, and its accompanying USGS middleware programs GrsatDataGet and GrsatDataPut.  Version 2.2 incorporates several fixes described in the release notes http://wwwnwis.er.usgs.gov/GRSAT/GrsatReleaseNotes_2.2.html.  The new software and installation instructions have been posted at: http://wwwnwis.er.usgs.gov/GRSAT.
Seminar Setup Procedures:  Scientists must forward their arrangement/announcement request to their Project Assistant (PA).  Their PA will make the necessary conference room, visitors center, or auditorium reservation, and then forward the announcement information to both Keith (for preparation and distribution of the announcement) and Emerson (for inclusion in the newsletter).  Brown-Bag Seminars will continue to be handled by Kinga Revesz.
Policy on Designation of Approvers for Foreign Travel Request forms DI-1175:  Foreign Travel Request forms are, often, submitted with very short deadlines for the First and Second Level Approvers, and it can be quite difficult to switch approvers once the form is submitted.  If a form is submitted on a day that the designated approver is unavailable, processing of the form can be delayed significantly.  Therefore, all BRR/ER personnel wishing to submit a DI-1175 must check with Kim Griffin before submitting their form in order to ensure that the proper names are used for the approvers.
Welcome to Lauren Tarbox:  Please extend a warm Branch welcome to Lauren who began work in January in Tyler Coplen’s Isotope Lab.  Lauren has a B.S. in chemistry from St. Mary's College of Maryland.  Her office is located in 5B134 (MS 431).  Please stop by to say hello.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Harvey, J.W., and McCormick, P.V., 2008, Groundwater’s Significance to Changing Hydrology, Water Chemistry, and Biological Communities of a Floodplain Ecosystem, Everglades, South Florida, Hydrogeology Journal, Online publication doi: 10.1007/s10040-008-0379-x, http://www.springerlink.com/content/u846138321m8u6r7/fulltext.pdf
Larsen, L.G., Harvey, J.W. and Crimaldi, J.P., 2009, Morphologic and Transport Properties of Natural Organic Floc, Water Resources Research, vol. 45: W01410, doi:10.1029/2008WR006990, http://www.agu.org/journals/wr/wr0901/2008WR006990/
Larsen, L.G., Harvey, J.W., Noe, G.B. and Crimaldi, J.P., 2009. Predicting Organic Floc Transport Dynamics in Shallow Aquatic Ecosystems: Insights from the Field, the Laboratory, and Numerical Modeling, Water Resources Research, vol. 45: W01411, doi:10.1029/2008WR007221. http://www.agu.org/journals/wr/wr0901/2008WR007221/
O’Connor, B.L., and Harvey, J.W., 2008, Scaling hyporheic exchange and its influence on biogeochemical reactions in aquatic ecosystems, Water Resources Research, 44, W12423, doi:10.1029/2008WR007160, http://www.agu.org/journals/wr/wr0812/2008WR007160/2008WR007160.pdf
Pearson, S.C.P., Connor, C.B. and Sanford, W.E., 2008, Rapid response of a hydrologic system to volcanic activity: Masaya volcano, Nicaragua, Geology, vol. 36, no. 12, p. 951-954, doi: 10.1130/G25210A.1
Wellman, T.P., Shapiro, A.M., and Hill, M.C., 2009, Effects of Simplifying Fracture Network Representation on Inert Chemical Migration in Fracture-Controlled Aquifers, Water Resources Research, vol. 45, W01416, http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2008WR007025
New Publications from BRR/CR

Benson, L.V., Stein, J.R., Taylor, H.E., 2009, Possible sources of archaeological maize found in Chaco Canyon and Aztec Ruin, New Mexico: Journal of Archaeological Science, v. 36, p. 387-407.
Leenheer, J.A., and Reddy, M.M., 2008, Co-Precipitation of Dissolved Organic Matter by Calcium Carbonate in Pyramid Lake, Nevada: Annals of Environmental Science, v. 2, p. 11-25.

Miller, D.N., Smith, R.L., 2009, Microbial characterization of nitrification in a shallow, nitrogen-contaminated aquifer, Cape Cod, Massachusetts and detection of a novel cluster associated with nitrifying Betaproteobacteria: Journal of Contaminant Hydrology, v. 103, p. 182-193.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Alpers, C.N., Stewart, A.R., Saiki, M.K., Marvin-DiPasquale, M.C., Topping, B.R., Rider, K.M., Gallanthine, S.K., Kester, C.A., Rye, R.O., Antweiler, R.C., and De Wild, J.F., 2008, Environmental factors affecting mercury in Camp Far West Reservoir, California, 2001–03: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5008, 358 p. http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2006/5008/
Bargar, J.R., Fuller, C.C. , Marcus, M.A.,  Brearley, A.J.,  Perez De la Rosa,  M.., Webb, S.M., and  Caldwell, W.A., 2009,  Structural characterization of terrestrial microbial Mn oxides from Pinal Creek, AZ: Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 73 p. 889–910.
Kulp, T.R. Hoeft, S.E., Asao, M., Madigan,, M.T., Hollibaugh,, J.T., Fisher, J.C., Stolz, J.F., Culbertson, C.W., Miller, L.G., and Oremland, R.S., 2008, Arsenic(III) Fuels Anoxygenic Photosynthesis in Hot Spring Biofilms from Mono Lake, California: Science, vol. 321, p. 967.

Lucas, L.V., Thompson, J.K., and Brown, L.R., 2009, Why are diverse relationships observed between phytoplankton biomass and transport time?: Limnology and Oceanography, v. 54, no. 1, 381-390, http://aslo.org/lo/toc/vol_54/issue_1/0381.pdf.

Nelson, K.C., Palmer, M.A., Angermeier, P.L., Pizzuto, J.E., Moglen, G.E., Dettinger, M., and Hayhoe, K., 2009, Forecasting the combined effects of urbanization and climate change on stream ecosystems—From impacts to management options: Journal of Applied Ecology, vol. 46, p. 154-163, doi:10.1111/j.1365-2664.2008.01599.x. http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/nelson_jae09.pdf 
Stonestrom, D.A., 2009, Assessing recharge across the southwest: Southwest Hydrology, v. 8, no. 1, p. 10-11.

Sundquist, E.T., Burruss, R.C., Faulkner, S.P., Gleason, R.A., Harden, J.W., Kharaka, Y.K., Tieszen, L.L., and Waldrop, M.P., 2008, Carbon Sequestration to Mitigate Climate Change: U.S. Geological Survey, Fact Sheet 2008–3097, 4p., http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2008/3097/.

Triska, F.J., Duff, J.H., Jackman A.P., and Ronald J. Avanzino, R.J., 2008, Nutrient chemistry, transformation and release in riparian groundwater seep discharge during the final meter of subsurface transport, Minnesota, USA: Verhandlungen des Internationalen Verein Limnologie, vol. 30, part 3, p. 435-440.

Van Metre, P.C. and Fuller, C.C., 2009, Dual-core mass-balance approach for evaluating mercury and 210Pb atmospheric fallout and focusing to lakes: Environmental Science and Technology, v. 43, p. 26–32.

Werner, C., Hurwitz, S., Bergfeld, B., Evans, W.C., Lowenstern, J.B., Heasler, H., Jaworowski, C., Hunt, A., 2008, Volatile Emissions and Gas Geochemistry of Hot Spring Basin, Yellowstone National Park, USA, Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, 178, 751-762, DOI: 10.1016/j.jvolgeores.2008.09.016.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications
Larsen, M.C.,and Webb, R.M.T., 2009, Potential effects of runoff, fluvial sediment and nutrient discharges on the coral reefs of Puerto Rico: Journal of Coastal Research, v. 25, p. 189-208. ISSN 0749-0208.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Over (








