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September 1 – September 5, 2008

Seminars

Thursday, September 4, Roger Fujii, Brian Bergamaschi, Robin Miller, U.S. Geological Survey, California Water Science Center, “An Introduction to Carbon Capture Wetland Farming as a Means to Elevate Land Surface and Sequester Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, September 4, Joel Johnson, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Wireless Sensor Networks in the Field and Laboratory: Hillslope Hydrology, Arroyo Incision and Debris Flow Deformation”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.
Friday, September 5, Linda Gundersen, Dave Russ, Jess Weaver, and Dave Bornholdt, Eastern Region, “Eastern Region Town Hall Meeting”, Dallas Peck Auditorium and WebEx, 10:30 a.m., https://usgs.webex.com
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, September 16, Joseph Bunnell, USGS-Eastern Energy Resources Team, “Seven Generations to Balance: Navajo Coal, Air Quality, and Respiratory Health”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Study of Nutrients in Mississippi River Basin and Gulf of Mexico:  USGS has finalized flux estimates for nutrients for the Mississippi River Basin and various subbasins for the Water Year 2007 (October 2006 - September 2007).  Tables, maps, and graphics are available for download and viewing are at: http://toxics.usgs.gov/hypoxia/mississippi/flux_ests/index.html.
Webinar Announcement – Environmental Flows: Managing Rivers for Natural Resources:  Environmental flow, or instream flow, management is one of the most active fields in water resource management, as evidenced by the number of articles that have appeared in the recent scientific and report literature. Methods to assess environmental flows, first developed in the 1960s, are used to help manage streamflows for non-consumptive water uses such as fish and wildlife habitat, recreation, and channel maintenance other ecosystems services. William L. Fisher, PhD, USGS, Oklahoma Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Stillwater, OK, will conduct a webinar on the subject on Thursday, September 18, 2008, at 2:00 - 4:00pm ET.  DOI Employees can register for the seminar through DOI Learn (https://doilearn.doi.gov/).  (Sign-in, click course catalog, click catalog, enter CSP3900 in search box, click on Conservation Science Web Conference Seminar, complete required fields (all $0 amounts/funding-agency), click on preview schedule, click on apply)  Non-DOI employees can register at: http://doilearn.doi.gov/training/classscheduler/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Home.CourseDetails&intCSCourseID=2526&AddPopularity=1.  (Click apply, complete form (for payment click not required), click submit order)  Please contact Rhonda G. Miller (rhonda_miller@fws.gov; 304-876-7445) if you have any problems or questions.
Charge Cards:  During closeout it is important for the Admin group to be aware of any purchases you make using your charge card (including FedEx and anything else that is automatically charged to your card), so that the purchase amount can be set aside for payment when your next bill comes in.  Therefore, from now until the September 12 deadline for non-emergency credit card purchases, please complete a copy of the attached 9-803 form for all purchases and FedEx shipments, and submit them to your Project Assistant for processing to the admin office.  After September 12, only emergency purchases can be made on the charge cards, and must be cleared through Melissa prior to purchase.
USGS Headquarters and Eastern Region Retirement Planning Seminar:  The Retirement Planning Seminar will be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 9 through Wednesday, September 10, 2008, in Room BA102 A&B.  The cost for this two day class is $150.00 per person.  This course will feature information about Federal benefits and will explore options to maximize those benefits for employees considering retirement.  All aspects of FERS/CSRS, transfers and CSRS-offset employees and programs will be examined.  Participants will learn about financial planning and how to become wise financial consumers.  This course will aid in understanding Federal Retirement Benefits and proposed legislation; financial risks and investments; the impact of Social Security on retirement planning; the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP); the importance of estate planning and other legal issues, such as wills, trusts, and powers of attorney.  Please register through the DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov/.  This course is open to all USGS employees.  Spouses are welcome to attend at no additional cost, however they must share materials.  Please contact Melinda Gaber with any questions at 703-648-6824 or msgaber@usgs.gov.  Please contact John Szemraj at 703-648-7761, jszemraj@usgs.gov if you need special accommodation.
USGS Talent Within:  Please consider exhibiting your work at the USGS Talent Within 13th Annual Art Show, to be held October 1-30, 2008 in the Art Hallway of the National Center.  The show will showcase creative works of art and craft, such as paintings, sculptures, craft projects, needlework, carving, ceramics, and digital art. Entries will be accepted from USGS employees, retirees, contractors, family members, and friends.  If you are interested in participating, please contact Susan Miles (slmiles@usgs.gov or x5768).
1. Dates and Deadlines: 
September 19  
Notify Susan Miles (slmiles@usgs.gov or x5768 of interest in participating

September 15-26
Acceptance of Artwork

October 1-30 

Exhibition 

October 14 

Reception open to artists and the USGS community

2. Entries must be of finished quality (mounted, framed, ready to hang, whatever is appropriate for the entry).  If your entry might need special hanging hardware, please provide. Display cases will be available for other types of art work.

3. We will again accept pieces for the children’s corner. Children’s artwork in any of the media formats and ready to hand or display is welcome. 

4. All arts and craft media welcome except photography and alternative processing photography, which is shown at another time of year. 

5. The Talent Within Committee reserves the right to decline any entry if we deem it inappropriate for display at the National Center.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

September 10 Sleep Disorders

Presented by Dr. Merchia, Sleep Specialist

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
September 17 Health Fair – Health and Wellness Vendors and Screenings
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Art Hallway
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Eganhouse, R.P., and Pontolillo, J., 2008, DDE in Sediments of the Palos Verdes Shelf, California: In Situ Transformation Rates and Geochemical Fate, Environmental Science Technology, Vol. 42, No. 17, p. 6392–6398, http://pubs.acs.org/cgi-bin/article.cgi/esthag/2008/42/i17/pdf/es7029619.pdf.
Eganhouse, R.P., and Pontolillo, J., 2008, Susceptibility of Synthetic Long-Chain Alkylbenzenes to Degradation in Reducing Marine Sediments, Environmental Science Technology, Vol. 42, No. 17, p. 6361–6368, http://pubs.acs.org/cgi-bin/article.cgi/esthag/2008/42/i17/pdf/es801132y.pdf.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Buss, H.L., Sak, P.B., Webb, S.M., and Brantley, S.L., 2008, Weathering of the Rio Blanco quartz diorite, Luquillo Mountains, Puerto Rico: Coupling oxidation, dissolution, and fracturing:  Geochimica Cosmochimica Acta, v. 72, p. 4488-4507.

Caruso, B.S., Cox, T.J., Runkel, R.L., Velleux, M.L., Bencala, K.E., Nordstrom, D.K., Julien, P.Y., Butler, B.A., Alpers, C.N., Marion, A., and Smith, K.S., 2008, Metals fate and transport modelling in streams and watersheds: state of the science and USEPA workshop review: Hydrological Processes, v. 22, p. 4011-4021.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Buss, H.L., Sak, P.B., Webb, S.M., and Brantley, S.L., 2008, Weathering of the Rio Blanco quartz diorite, Luquillo Mountains, Puerto Rico: Coupling oxidation, dissolution, and fracturing, Geochimica Cosmochimica Acta, vol. 72, p. 4488-4507.

Caruso, B.S., Cox, T.J., Runkel, R.L., Velleux, M.L., Bencala, K.E., Nordstrom, D.K., Julien, P.Y., Butler, B.A., Alpers, C.N., Marion, A., and Smith, K.S., 2008, Metals fate and transport modelling in streams and watersheds: state of the science and USEPA workshop review, Hydrological Processes, vol. 22, p. 4011-4021.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Over (








