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Seminars

Wednesday, October 29, Richard M. Yager, USGS, Ithaca, NY, “Comparison of Alternative Representations of Hydraulic-Conductivity Anisotropy in Folded and Inclined Fractured-Sedimentary Rock: Examples from the Shenandoah Valley and the Newark Basin”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, November 6, Olivia H. Devereux, University of Maryland, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, “Use of Sediment Fingerprinting Technique to Evaluate Sources of Fine Sediment in the Anacostia”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 25, Ingrid M. Verstraeten, International Water Resources Branch, “Living on the Edge? – USGS Water Resources Program in the Developing World – Issues and Challenges”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, November 5, MaryAnn Malinconico, USGS, Reston, VA, “Post-Impact Heat Conduction and Compaction-Driven Fluid Flow in the Chesapeake Bay Impact Structure, Based on Downhole Vitrinite Reflectance”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 19, Kate Campbell, NRC Postdoctoral Associate, “Understanding Biogeochemical Processes and Trace Element Fate: An Integrated Approach to an As-Impacted Reservoir and a U-Contaminated Aquifer”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on travel this week, Chris Neuzil will serve as Acting Branch Chief through October 31, 2008 (with Lenny Konikow as a backup for the morning of October 30).  As Melissa Schomody will be out of the office on travel this week, in her absence administrative issues should be directed to Irene Myers.

Western Region Branch Chief Selected:  Keith Prince has been selected as the Western Region Branch Chief of the National Research Program.  Keith comes from the Western Region Director's science staff where he is the Regional Science Coordinator for Water.  He received his Bachelor's degree in Earth Sciences from Adelphi University and has a Master's degree in Environmental Engineering from State University of New York.  He brings a wealth of experience in the leadership and management of technical organizations.  Keith will begin his duties as Western Region Branch Chief on October 26, 2008.
Peter Lyttle as Acting Regional Director for the Central Region:  Peter Lyttle will serve as Acting Regional Director for the Central Region for 90 days beginning October 27, 2008.  Peter has been with the U.S. Geological Survey for over 30 years in various capacities as a geologist and science manager in the Geologic discipline.  From late 2007 to earlier this year, Peter served as the Acting Associate Director for Geology. 

Sam Luoma (Western Region) Wins Brown-Nichols Science Award:  The Brown-Nichols Science Award has been established to honor the substantive contributions of Dr. Randall Brown and Dr. Frederic Nichols to science, their facilitation of good science by others, and their communication of science to managers and policy makers in the San Francisco Estuary and watershed. The award is given biennially to recognize the significant contributions of scientists and persons that facilitate the practice of good science in the San Francisco Estuary and watershed. This year's recipient is Sam Luoma. Congratulations Sam.

Call for Association of American Geographers (AAG) Papers:  The USGS will be a corporate sponsor of the 2009 AAG Annual Meeting to be held on March 22-27, 2009, in Las Vegas, Nevada.  USGS scientists across the country are encouraged to showcase their best geographic, geospatial, and place-based science at the meeting.  The USGS deadline for submission of abstracts is October 31, 2008, and there is still ample time and opportunity to present professional papers and posters.  The registration fee for USGS program participants and conference attendees will be waived as part of a benefits package for supporting the AAG Annual Meeting.  AAG has established a special USGS registration site to be used by all USGS attendees.  No registration fee required.  Before submitting an abstract, poster, etc., USGS presenters must register at this site to receive a PIN number that will then be used to facilitate program participation.  USGS employees please visit http://www.aag.org/annualmeetings/usgs/ to register.  For more conference details please go to http://www.aag.org/annualmeetings/2009/index.htm.  
Lead Scientist for the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project:  USGS is now accepting applications for the Lead Scientist for the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project.  The position is described at http://federalgovernmentjobs.us/jobs/Lead-Scientist-Interdisciplinary-Rw-1370643.html.  The project is described at http://www.southbayrestoration.org/. This is a permanent interdisciplinary position, GS-13/14, with the Western Ecological Research Center in either Sacramento or Menlo Park.  The announcement numbers are WR-2009-0033 (physical scientist/biologist/geographer) and WR-2009-0009 (geologist) (external to the government applicants) and WR-2009-0011 (physical scientist/biologist/geographer) and WR-2009-0012 (geologist) (internal to the government applicants).  Applicants must apply online at http://jobsearch.usajobs.gov/a9IN08i.asp to be considered.  The closing date is November 6, 2008. 

Earth Science Literacy Draft Document is Open for Community Comment:  The NSF-supported Earth Science Literacy Initiative has prepared a draft document outlining what every citizen should know about earth science, and we are seeking community input on the draft.  The NSF hopes that you will take the time to provide your input, because this document will provide a clear and concise summary of the fundamental ideas in earth science for policy makers, educators, students, and the general public.  In order to read and comment on the draft, please go to www.earthscienceliteracy.org before October 31, 2008.  The NSF will then incorporate community comments, add graphics, and release a revised draft by early December.  The final document will be printed toward the end of January. This document complements the efforts of the Ocean, Climate and Atmospheric science communities in defining the big ideas and supporting concepts essential for an earth system literate public.  

Field Work within Federal Highway Right of Ways:  New rules require workers within federal highway right of ways to wear special high-visibility apparel starting on November 24, 2008.  For more information on the new regulations, please contact Glenn Jolly at gdjolly@usgs.gov.

USGS GeoHealth Newsletter:  This electronic newsletter provides information related to USGS human

health activities and includes: New USGS Activities Related to Public Health, Upcoming Public Health Meetings, and New USGS Health-Related Publications. To access the newsletter please go to http://health.usgs.gov/geohealth/.
USGS Suggestions to Authors:  The USGS report, "Suggestions to Authors of the Reports of the United States Geological Survey" can be found online at http://pubs.usgs.gov/sta7/.
Brother Can You Spare a Can, Box or Jar?:  Our “Giving Thanks” annual food collection is underway.  Please see the flyers up around the branch, donation boxes are at each mail stop.  For questions please call Isabelle at x5899 or Kathy at x5799.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

2008 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Please see the announcements posted around the building to see when you can get your flu shot.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Harris, S. H., Smith, R. L., and Barker, C. E., 2008, Microbial and chemical factors influencing methane production in laboratory incubations of low-rank subsurface coals:  International  Journal Coal Geology, v. 76, p. 46-51.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Healey, M., Dettinger, M., and Norgaard, R. (eds.), 2008, The state of Bay-Delta science, 2008: CALFED Science Program, 174 p., http://www.science.calwater.ca.gov/publications/sbds.html.

Peters, K.E., Hostettler, F.D., Lorenson, T.D., and Rosenbauer, R.J., 2008, Families of Miocene Monterey crude oil, seep, and tarball samples, coastal Cailfornia: American Association of Petroleum Geologists Bulletin, v. 92, p. 1131-1152.

Takesue, R.K., Bacon, C.R., and Thompson, J.K., 2008, Influences of organic matter and calcification rate on trace elements in aragonitic estuarine bivalve shells: Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 72, p. 5431-5445.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
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