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Seminars

Tuesday, October 21, Dan Doctor, USGS, “A Proposed Hypogenic Origin of the Shenandoah Valley Karst: Implications for Water Resources and Landscape Evolution”, Room 4C-315, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Tuesday, November 25, Ingrid M. Verstraeten, International Water Resources Branch, “Living on the Edge? – USGS Water Resources Program in the Developing World – Issues and Challenges”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, October 29, Richard M. Yager, USGS, Ithaca, NY, “Comparison of Alternative Representations of Hydraulic-Conductivity Anisotropy in Folded and Inclined Fractured-Sedimentary Rock: Examples from the Shenandoah Valley and the Newark Basin”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 19, Kate Campbell, NRC Postdoctoral Associate, “Understanding Biogeochemical Processes and Trace Element Fate: An Integrated Approach to an As-Impacted Reservoir and a U-Contaminated Aquifer”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Notices
2009 Joint Assembly -- Meeting of the Americas:  The meeting will be on May 24-27, 2008 in Toronto, Canada.  A Union-wide science program is being developed covering topics in all areas of geophysical sciences.  Sponsors include the Geological Association of Canada, the Mineralogical Association of Canada, and the Canadian Geophysical Union.  The deadline to submit your session proposal is November 5, 2008.  Please go to www.agu.org/meetings/ja09/ for more information.

2009 ESRI Federal User Conference:  The meeting will be on February 18-20, 2009 in Washington, D.C. at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.  This is an important opportunity to share your GIS knowledge so that others in your community can learn and leverage successful methods in their own organizations.  There are several interesting ways that you can actively participate.  You can give a paper presentation describing how your organization uses or solves problems with GIS, illustrate your spatial analysis or map production products in the Map Gallery, or provide digital images of your organization's GIS work for the Plenary Session.  Whatever level of participation you choose; you will be advancing knowledge for others in the federal GIS community.  If you have questions, please contact Andrea Dennistoun at adennistoun@esri.com or 909-793-2853, extension 1-2421.  For more information on the conference please go to http://autobahn.esri.com/esri/etrack.aspx?DSN=Production&FORMID=196502&INTID=223203&AUDID=1842912&URL=http://www.esri.com/events/feduc/index.html.
SWCS Executive Director:  The Soil and Water Conservation Society is seeking an individual who is committed to the conservation mission and who will provide strong leadership to the organization.  This individual will be responsible for all aspects of the program, budget, and staffing.  The Executive Director reports to the Board of Directors and serves as a key spokesperson for the organization.  For more information please go to http://www.swcs.org/en/job_board/.

Public Service Representative/Assistant:  This is a 12-month non-tenure track faculty position with 80% extension and 20% research appointment in the Department of Biological and Agricultural Engineering, at the University of Georgia.  The position is home based at the University of Georgia Campus  in Griffin, GA.  This position is supported by grant funding from the Pollution Prevention Assistance Division (P2AD) of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (see www.p2ad.org).  For more information please go to http://www.swcs.org/en/job_board/.

Hurricane Disaster Response Help Needed:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has requested assistance from the U.S. Geological Survey under the National Response Framework - Emergency Support Function #3 for Hurricane Ike.  Learn more at http://communities.usgs.gov/oc_blogs/usgs_news/?p=728.  If you are interested and available to serve on this disaster deployment, and your immediate supervisor is able to spare you while covering salary costs, please forward your name to Dave Bortnem at debortnem@usgs.gov.
Disclosure of Personal Information from BENEFEDS:  There may be times when your circumstances require that you seek assistance from a family member, legal representative, friend or Human Resources employee to help you with an issue regarding your account, coverage and/or allotment for one of these programs.  In order for BENEFEDS or Long Term Care Partners to disclose your personal information to any third party, you must either be on the phone at the same time to give your verbal authorization for the disclosure of information, or you must have an authorization form on file.  Learn more at http://communities.usgs.gov/oc_blogs/usgs_news/?p=732.
2009 Thrift Savings Plan Contribution Limits:  The 2009 Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) contribution limit is $16,500 (an increase of $1,000 from 2008).  Also, the 2009 TSP Catch-Up contribution limit is $5,500 (a $500 increase from 2008).  TSP maximum contribution limits are determined by the IRS and indexed by inflation.  They are adjusted annually in $500 increments.
TSP G-fund is Secure:  Many feds are worried about the safety of their G-fund investments in the Thrift Savings Plan.  They realize that the other funds rise and fall with the stock and bond markets.  That’s why so many have shifted money into the G-fund until, they say, things improve.  The G-fund is made up of special U.S. Government Treasury securities. They are not available to the general public, but they are for TSP investors. The government guarantees that they will pay a certain rate each month.
TSP Assets Safe:  If the contractor responsible for managing Thrift Savings Plan went bankrupt, the plan’s assets would be protected, officials overseeing the program said on Monday.  “TSP funds are held under a true trust arrangement,” said Thomas Emswiler, general counsel for the TSP.  “Even if BGI were to experience financial difficulty, TSP funds would be safe.”  Also, Emswiler said, funds managed by BGI could not be frozen and no bank creditor would be able to reach the TSP's assets.
Cheers to Our Own Hank (Henry Wood):  Our now famous security guard was named as NBC4's Moring Person on October 6, 2008.  Hank was recognized not only for his cheerful smile and easy banter but because he remembers everyone's name and is greets you personally as you walk in the door.  Check out the News4 video about Hank at http://video.nbc4.com/player/?id=727961#videoid=727961.

USGS Talent Within Show Now Open:  The 2008 USGS Talent Within Show is now open in the Art Hallway of the National Center.  Please come see and enjoy the artistic talents of your co-workers and their families.  Cheers to our own Jurate Landwehr for her stunning hand-beaded necklaces.
Annual Window Cleaning:  The annual window cleaning is scheduled to start on Monday, October 20, 2008. All windows, inside and outside, will be cleaned at the John W. Powell, Advanced Systems Center, Power Plant, and Solid State Physics buildings between the hours of  8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. weekdays.  It will be necessary to gain access to all offices with windows.  Please direct any questions or concerns to Mr. John Naylor, Branch of Facilities Management, at extension 7515.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

2008 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Please see the announcements posted around the building to see when you can get your flu shot.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
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