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November 24 – November 28, 2008
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Tuesday, November 25, Ingrid M. Verstraeten, International Water Resources Branch, “Living on the Edge? – USGS Water Resources Program in the Developing World – Issues and Challenges”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, December 2, James A. Luppens, Eastern Energy Resources Team, “Assessment of Coal Geology, Resources, and Reserves in the Gillette Coalfield, Powder River Basin, Wyoming”, Room Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3, Richard Heermance, USGS, Tucson, AZ, “Insights into Landscape Evolution in Southern California from Fluvial Terraces, Cosmogenic Nuclides, & Paleoclimate”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 4, Evgeny Gordeev, Director, Institute of Volcanology and Seismology, Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Russia, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and Volcanic Eruptions of Kamchatka, Russia”, Visitors Center, 1:30 p.m., Additional Roundtable Discussion to be held in the Chief Geologist’s Conference Room (3A-409).
Friday, December 5, Dr. Kenneth C. Carroll, Post-Doctoral Researcher at the University of Arizona, “Characterization and Remediation of Multicomponent Nonaqueous Phase Liquids in Porous Media”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.

Notices
Welcome to Christal Prout and Gary Welliver:  Christal and Gary have joined our Branch as two of our new Project Assistants.  They have significant administrative support experience and should make a great contribution to our Branch.  For the time being, they are located at MS 432, once they've become fully immersed in our Branch life, they maybe re-assigned to office space closer to the groups they will be working with.  Please stop by to introduce yourselves.
Acting Branch Assistant:  Kim Griffin has agreed to continue to serve as Acting Branch Assistant until that position is filled.  She also will bear much of the responsibility of training the new Project Assistants.  She will continue to work from the Branch Assistant's Office in 5B-221.
Open Vacancy - Surface Water or Wetlands Hydrologist in Reno, NV:  Huffman & Carpenter (H&C) has an immediate opening for an MS to Pd.D. level Surface Water or Wetlands Hydrologist with excellent writing skills.  H&C is a wetland regulatory and hydrologic consulting group based in Reno, NV with an office in Ferndale, California.  An individual with experience related to web-based GIS environmental software, surface water hydrology, hydraulics, and water quality/chemistry, project management and lots of delineation and restoration experience would be a good fit for this position.  They need someone good with statistics, math, and mentoring junior staff, within the national CWA arena.  For more information contact please contact Lori Carpenter at 775-828-1991 or lori@nvwetlands.com.  The position closes on December 11, 2008.

REMINDER…Charge Card Transition and Changes to GovTrip:  The current charge card contract with Bank of America expires on November 29, 2008, at 11:59 pm eastern standard time.  If you are a current cardholder you should expect delivery of your new J.P. Morgan charge card between now and November 25, 2008, with the majority of cards delivered the week of November 17.  
When you receive your new J.P. Morgan card you should:

1. Verify that your name is correct;

2. Call the number on the sticker on the front of the card to verify that you have received your card.  As a security measure, in addition to your 16 digit account number you will be asked to provide the last four digits of your social security number.
3. Remove the sticker and sign the back of the card, if applicable.

More information can be found on the DOI Integrated Charge Card website at www.doi.gov/pam/chargecard.
PHISHING Notice:  As we transition to the new JPMorgan Chase card, please be aware that there has been email circulating allegedly from JPMorgan Chase.  This message apparently is asking cardholders to complete a survey and receive $50.  THIS IS PHISHING.  Phishing is an email technique used to disguise the source of the message.  It is used to gain personal information. NEVER reply or click on any links in the email.  Forward these messages to abuse@chase.com.  No Bank will ever contact an employee via email to request or verify account information.

Federal Benefits Open Season Starts Monday, November 10 and Ends Monday, December 8:  What is Open Season? This is the time for you to think about your health, dental, vision, and tax-saving needs and to make changes to or enroll in one of the programs. A quick fact sheet to help you in your planning can be found on http://www.myfederalretirement.com/public/300.cfm. Use Employee Express (https://www.employeeexpress.gov) to enroll, cancel or make changes.
Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAFEDS):  FSAFEDS are available to employees who are eligible for Federal Employee Health Benefits (FEHB).  It can help you save money by setting aside pre-tax funds to pay for eligible out-of-pocket dependent & health care expenses.  If you are covered by a High Deductible Health Plan (HDHP) with a Health Savings Account (HSA), you may enroll in a Limited Expense HCFSA (LEX HCFSA) for your eligible dental and vision expenses.  Please note that if you are currently enrolled and want to participate for 2009, you must re-enroll.  Coverage does not automatically continue for FSA accounts.  To enroll or re-enroll in the FSAFEDS visit their website at www.FSAFEDS.com, or call 1-877-372-3337, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.

Use or Lose Annual Leave:  This is a reminder to all employees to schedule and obtain approval for use of excess annual leave (use or lose leave) from your supervisor by November 22, 2008. Employees may carryover 240 hours or 30 days of annual leave into the next leave year. The leave year ends on January 03, 2009.
DOI University Courses:  If you want to brush up on PowerPoint or learn how to write macros for Excel there are several Microsoft courses (intro/intermediate/advanced Word, Excel and Access, as well as advanced PowerPoint) offered at no charge to DOI employees.  These courses are usually held at the Main Interior Building (MIB) but employees may take the free shuttle from the USGS to the MIB.  Course descriptions, learning objectives, as well as additional DOI University courses scheduled for FY 2009 are available on the DOI Learning Management System (DOI Learn) at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  The FY 2009 DOI University Catalog is now available at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/Catalog2009.pdf.
US Government Printing Office Style Manual, 2008 Edition:  This notice provides an opportunity to ride the printing of the 2008 Edition of the GPO Style Manual.  The rider rates for this publication are estimated at $15.00 per copy for the Case Bound and $6.50 per copy for the adhesive bound edition.  Place your order through the Reston Supply Service Center (RSSC) at http://rssc.usgs.gov/ by December 9, 2008.  Select the Administrative Publications category from the RSSC desktop, then Rider Publications to order your choice of the manual.  To establish an RSSC Account, select Request New Account at the top of the RSSC desktop.
New Copiers:  We will be receiving three new copiers in the branch sometime in the next couple of weeks.  The two working old copiers, at MS 430 and MS 431, are scheduled to be surplused after the arrival of the new copiers.
WRD Holiday Party:  On Thursday, December 11, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the WRD will hold their Annual Holiday Potluck Luncheon.  There are sign-up sheets at all the mail stops for you to RSVP and promise a dish to bring and share.

Branch Holiday Luncheon: On Friday, December 12, at 11:30 a.m., the Branch we will have our annual holiday luncheon at Sweetwater Tavern.  The cost per person is $18.50, this includes appetizers, bread, soft-drink/coffee/tea, your entrée, tax and tip.  Please pay your money to Melissa Schomody by Tuesday, December 9.
Branch Dessert Party:  Please join us for another of our holiday traditions.  The Dessert Party will be held on Tuesday, December 16, at 2:00 p.m., in Conference Room 5B227.  Please bring a sweet to share with your sweet-colleagues!

Holiday Fun:  For a little fun this December, we are looking for anyone who would like to share their high school pictures with the Branch.  If you have your senior picture, or a similar portrait style photo from your high school years, please bring it to Kathy Conko located in 1B326 or send it to her by email at kmconko@usgs.gov.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

December 3 Preventing Job Injuries

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

2008 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Please see the announcements posted around the building to see when you can get your flu shot.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Hannon, J.E., Böhlke, J.K., and Mroczkowski, S.J., 2008, Effects of nitrate and water on the oxygen isotopic analysis of barium sulfate precipitated from solution: Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, v. 22, p. 4109-4120.
Hinkle, S.R., Böhlke, J. K., and Fisher, L.H., 2008, Mass balance and isotope effects during nitrogen transport through septic tank systems with packed-bed (sand) filters: Science of the Total Environment, v. 407, p. 324-332.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Fan, Z., Neff, J.C., Harden, J.W., and Wickland, K.P. 2008, Boreal soil carbon dynamics under a changing climate—A model inversion approach: Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 113, G04016, doi:10.1029/2008JG000723.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Over (








