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Seminars

Thursday, March 20, Brian Bergamaschi, USGS, Sacramento, CA, “Biogeochemical Dynamics: What We Can Learn Using In-situ Optical Sensors to Quantify High Frequency Variability of Dissolved and Particulate Organic Material in Aquatic Environments”, Videostreamed, 2:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, March 20, Mihaela Glamoclija, Geophysical Laboratory, Carnegie Institution of Washington, “Biomarkers: Preservation in Mars Analog Environments”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, March 26, Ingrid Johanson, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Sliding of Kilauea's South Flank from InSAR Persistent Scatterers”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, March 26, Office of Surface Water, “Section by Section Measurements with ADCPs”, WebEx, 1:00 p.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=103512697&RG=1>.
Monday, March 31, Office of Surface Water, “Section by Section Measurements with ADCPs”, WebEx, 10:00 a.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=103512852&RG=1>.
Notices
Retirement Reception for Sandy Blackwell, Marge Shapira & Tom Yanoksy:  Please join us for a reception honoring our retiring BRR/ER colleagues on Tuesday, March 25, 2008, 2:00 p.m., National Center Cafeteria, Reston, Virginia.  Please see Michelle McQuiston, 5B221, x5827, to make gift contributions and sign cards.
Call for Papers:  The 2008 National Ground Water Association / EPA Remediation of Abandoned Mine Lands Conference, Denver, CO, October 2-3, 2008, is accepting abstracts until April 18, 2008.  Abroad spectrum of topics are being considered and include the following: source control, treatment, reuse/reclamation, characterization, technical and economic lessons, and regulatory considerations. For more information, please visit the conference website at: 

http://www.ngwa.org/DEVELOPMENT/conferences/details/0810025019.aspx.

2007 Editors’ Citation for Excellence in Refereeing:  Kim Wickland, our colleague from the BRR/CR, has been selected to receive the 2007 Editors’ Citation for Excellence in Refereeing for Journal of Geophysical Research-Biogeosciences. The purpose of this citation is to express publicly the gratitude of the American Geophysical Union to those whose reviews have been particularly commendable. Congratulations Kim.

2008 Abel Wolman Distinguished Lecture:  The Water Science and Technology Board of the National Research Council invite you to attend the fifteenth Abel Wolman Distinguished Lecture on Wednesday, April 23, 2008.  The lecture will be delivered by Dr. Peter H. Gleick, co-founder and President of the Pacific Institute in Oakland, California.  The Institute is one of the world’s leading non-partisan policy research groups addressing global environment and development problems, especially in the area of freshwater resources.  Dr. Gleick is an internationally recognized water expert.  The title of his lecture is “A Sustainable Vision for Water in the Twenty-First Century.”  The program will begin at 4:00 p.m. in Keck 100 of the National Academies Keck Center, 500 5th Street, NW, Washington, D.C.  A reception will follow in the Atrium of the Keck Center of the National Academies.  The event is free and open to the public.  In order to accommodate the audience, please RSVP to Anita Hall at (202) 334-1945 or send an email to ahall@nas.edu.

Interim Performance Reviews:  This is a reminder to supervisors that April is the month for interim performance reviews.  Please ensure that you have the original Performance Plan for each of your employees while conducting the review.  Once the review has been completed please forward a copy of the performance plan with the interim review information to Michelle McQuiston at MS 432.  We would like to have these completed and filed prior to May 1.  If you have any questions please contact Michelle at ext. 5827.
Accommodations for Summer Students:  Several students will be working on ER Branch research projects during the summer months.  Several of these students will be coming to Reston from distant parts of the United States and have no connections in the Reston area.  If you know of a place where any of these students can stay while they are working on their summer internship, please pass the information along to Michelle, our branch secretary, at mmcquiston@usgs.gov.  Many thanks.

Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a sophomore at James Madison University (JMU) looking for a summer internship. He is an Honor Student majoring in Integrated Science and Technology (ISAT), with a concentration in Environmental Science, Biotechnology and Energy.  He looks to expand his experience into the ISAT sector and hopefully build on the knowledge he has gained at JMU.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

April 8 GWU Mamovan - Mammogram

USGS Parking Lot E,

Call 202-741-3252 to Schedule a Appointment
April 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

May 7 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

June 4 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

July 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102B

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Assistant District Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0423 and the position closes on March 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Pasco, WA or Spokane, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0292 and the position closes on March 28.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0307 and the position closes on March 31.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Midwest, Regional Director's Office - Eastern Region, Ann Arbor, MI.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0005 and the position closes on May 5.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
Charge Card Refresher Training and Annual Agreement of Responsibility Due By March 31, 2008:  Each holder of a government-issued bankcard are required to complete the Charge Card Refresher Training and Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility.  This training program has been revised for fiscal year 2008 and thus cardholders who completed this training prior to May 1, 2007 are required to successfully complete the revised version.  The Charge Card refresher training is required every 3 years.  The U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility is required annually and is an integral component of the bureau’s internal control over the charge card program. To complete the training and agreement, go to https://chargecardtraining.nbc.gov and https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/9-3117.nsf/Validation?OpenForm.  If you have any trouble accessing the training site or are unable to complete the training by March 31, 2008, please contact Margaret Seaboy (mseaboy@usgs.gov) for assistance.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Cardenas, M.B., Harvey, J.W., Packman, A.I., and Scott, D.T., 2008, Ground-Based Thermography of Fluvial Systems at Low and High Discharge Reveals Potential Complex Thermal Heterogeneity Driven by Flow Variation and Bioroughness, Hydrological Processes, vol. 22, p. 980-986, Click Here for Abstract
Hupp, C.R., Demas, C.R., Kroes, D.E., Day, R.H., and Doyle, T.W., 2008, Recent Sedimentation Patterns Within the Central Atchafalaya Basin, Louisiana, Wetlands, vol. 28, no. 1, p. 125-140 

Lorah, M.M., Majcher, E.H., Jones, E.J., and Voytek, M.A, 2008, Microbial Consortia Development and Microcosm and Column Experiments for Enhanced Bioremediation of Chlorinated Volatile Organic Compounds, West Branch Canal Creek Wetland Area, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5165, Click Here for Report
New Publications from BRR/CR

Walvoord, M.A., Andraski, B.J., Krabbenhoft, D.P., and Striegl, R.G., 2008, Transport of elemental mercury in the unsaturated zone from a waste disposal site in an arid region: Applied Geochemistry, v. 23, no. 3, p. 572–583, doi:10.1016/j.apgeochem.2007.12.014
New Publications from BRR/WR

Kendall, C., Elliott, E.M., and Wankel, S.D., 2007, Tracing anthropogenic inputs of nitrogen to ecosystems in Michener, R.H., and Lajtha. K., eds., Stable Isotopes in Ecology and Environmental Science, 2nd ed.:  Blackwell Publishing, p. 375-499.

Smetacek, V., and Cloern, J.E., 2008, On phytoplankton trends: Science, v. 319, p. 1,346-1,348.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Over (








