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March 10 – March 14, 2008
Seminars

Wednesday, March 12, Thomas Casadevall, USGS, Regional Cirector, Denver, CO, “The Role of the USGS in Addressing the Long-lived Mud Extrusion Near Surabaya, Indonesia”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 13, Mario Putti, University of Padua (Italy), “Ecohydrological Processes in Salt Marshlands of the Venice Lagoon”, Videostreamed, 2:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Thursday, March 13, Bill Cannon, Eastern Mineral Resources Team, “Ejecta from the Sudbury impact in the Lake Superior Iron Ranges and the Termination of Banded Iron-Formations”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, March 13, Edward R. Landa, NRP, BRR/ER, “Kyrgyzstan 2007”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, March 20, Brian Bergamaschi, USGS, Sacramento, CA, “Biogeochemical Dynamics: What We Can Learn Using In-situ Optical Sensors to Quantify High Frequency Variability of Dissolved and Particulate Organic Material in Aquatic Environments”, Videostreamed, 2:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Wednesday, March 26, Office of Surface Water, “Section by Section Measurements with ADCPs”, WebEx, 1:00 p.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=103512697&RG=1>.
Monday, March 31, Office of Surface Water, “Section by Section Measurements with ADCPs”, WebEx, 10:00 a.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=103512852&RG=1>.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on Monday, and Tuesday morning, Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Branch Chief.

USGS GIS Workshop:  The U.S. Geological Survey Seventh Biennial Geographic Information Science Workshop (USGS GIS 2008) will be held May 12-16, 2008, at the Denver Federal Center in Denver, Colorado.  The Workshop is a unique opportunity for a large number of USGS employees to experience high-quality, state-of-the-art GIS training provided by leading experts from industry, academia, and government.  The major focus of USGS GIS 2008 will be developments in GIS and related geospatial technologies to assist the advancement of the USGS Science Strategy.  Accordingly, the theme will be “GIS FOR TOMORROW'S CHALLENGES.”  All additional workshop information, including the schedule, abstract submittal, registration, and lodging information will be disseminated through the USGS GIS 2008 Web site: http://gio.usgs.gov/egis/training/usgs_gis_2008/.  Please contact: Jennifer Sieverling (jbsiever@usgs.gov, 303-445-4620)  if you have any questions.
GEM Award Nominations Due By March 21:  Nominations are now being accepted for the Going the Extra Mile (GEM) Award for the 3rd quarter (April 1 - June 31, 2008) for any National Center employee. The award is to recognize those employees who have carried out special projects or for going the extra mile in handling day-to-day emergencies in a positive and professional manner above and beyond the normal requirements of the job. All employees are encouraged to participate and nominate their colleagues. GEM Award recipients will receive a parking permit for the carpool lot for the entire quarter or a monetary award of $150.00 gross.  To nominate an individual, please complete the Award Certification form DI-451 and process through supervisory channels to Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief.  Nominations must be received by March 21, although we strongly recommend to submit at least a week before the deadline.
Grand Canyon High-Flow Test Coverage:  See http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23482781/#storyContinued for great NBC Nightly News coverage of the ongoing Glen Canyon/Grand Canyon high-flow test.

OARS to Integrate with USAJOBS in May:  The USGS plans to integrate its Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) with OPM’s USAJOBS system, effective May 16, 2008.  The issuance of vacancy announcements will be affected during the transition period, and applicants wanting to apply for USGS positions on or after May 16, 2008, will need to register with USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/.  To register for the first time, applicants must go to USAJOBS website, click on the MY USAJOBS tab, and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions about this integration, please contact your servicing human resources specialist for assistance.  Should you have technical questions or need technical assistance with this transition, please send an email to Michelle Frederick at oars@usgs.gov.

New Postal Rates Become Effective May 12, 2008:  Under the new Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act (PAEA) the rate for a standard letter will be increased from 41 cents to 42 cents.  Customers can continue to use the 41-cent stamp after the rate increase.  A 62-cent stamp will soon be available for items that, due to bulkiness or shape, cannot be passed through the automated handling system.  In addition, Shape-Based Pricing will be put into effect.  The rate of a 2oz letter in a standard #10 envelope will be 53 cents, the same 2oz letter in a flat 9x11 envelope will be 93 cents, and a 2oz box will be $1.30.  Please be mindful when mailing packages in order to reduce the amount spent in postage.  The following site may help in determining the best method for mailing items. http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/mailoper.html
Information Technology and Security Office (ITSO) Update:  Please visit http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/updates/ to view the most recent ITSO newsletter containing information about important IT developments at the Bureau and Department level.
Attention Amateur Meteorologists and Basketball Prognosticators:  The Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences at the University of Michigan is, once again, hosting the “NCAA Weather Dance” weather prediction competition in conjunction with the upcoming NCAA Men's and Women's Basketball Tournaments.  The Weather Dance is open to all.  You don't need to know anything about basketball.  You just need to be able to predict (or guess) the weather at the campuses of the schools that are participating in the basketball tournament.  Participants in The Weather Dance are challenged to choose which of the paired NCAA basketball tournament campuses will be warmer (or colder, depending on the round of the tournament) on the day of the game.  You can register and record your predictions online at http://www.weatherdance.org/.  The Men's Weather Dance bracket goes live on Monday, March 17 and the Women's Weather Dance bracket goes live on Tuesday, March 18.  Games start on Thursday, so first-round predictions must be entered online by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on Wednesday, March 19.  Top prizes are umbrellas and extreme-weather books.  This fun activity is held annually by U of M in order to promote interest in Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Science among middle and high school students.  So, please feel free to pass the information along to others.
It’s a Boy!:  Congratulations to our BRR/ER colleague Kate Ackerman and her husband Seth on the new addition to their family.  Kate gave birth to Ezra Ackerman, 7 lbs 13 oz, on Wednesday March 5, 2008 at 3:15 in the afternoon.  Way to go, Kate!

Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a geology student, from William and Mary, looking for a summer internship. In addition to geology, he is also interested in earth surface processes and hydrology.  His college coursework includes Earth Structure & Dynamics, Earth Structure Lab, Environmental Geology, Introduction to Geology, Intro Geology Lab, Physics 101, and Calculus I and II.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

March 12 Optimize Your Health Through Natural Medicine

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
April 8 GWU Mamovan - Mammogram

USGS Parking Lot E,

Call 202-741-3252 to Schedule a Appointment
April 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

May 7 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

June 4 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

July 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102B

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Data Chief, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0003 and the position closes on March 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Carnelian Bay Field Office, California Water Science Center, Carnelian Bay, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0306 and the position closes on March 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Assistant District Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0423 and the position closes on March 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Pasco, WA or Spokane, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0292 and the position closes on March 28.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0307 and the position closes on March 31.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Midwest, Regional Director's Office - Eastern Region, Ann Arbor, MI.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0005 and the position closes on May 5.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
Charge Card Refresher Training and Annual Agreement of Responsibility Due By March 31, 2008:  Each holder of a government-issued bankcard are required to complete the Charge Card Refresher Training and Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility.  This training program has been revised for fiscal year 2008 and thus cardholders who completed this training prior to May 1, 2007 are required to successfully complete the revised version.  The Charge Card refresher training is required every 3 years.  The U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility is required annually and is an integral component of the bureau’s internal control over the charge card program. To complete the training and agreement, go to https://chargecardtraining.nbc.gov and https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/9-3117.nsf/Validation?OpenForm.  If you have any trouble accessing the training site or are unable to complete the training by March 31, 2008, please contact Margaret Seaboy (mseaboy@usgs.gov) for assistance.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Bartlein, P.J., Hostetler, S.W., Shafer, S.L., Holman, J.O., and Solomon, A.M., 2008, Temporal and spatial structure in a daily wildfire-start data set from the western United States (1986–96):  International Journal of Wildland Fire, v. 17, p. 8–17.

Christopher, S.F., Mitchell, M.J., McHale, M.R., Boyer, E.W., Burns, D.A., and Kendall, C., 2008, Factors controlling nitrogen release from two forested catchments with contrasting hydrochemical responses:  Hydrological Processes, v. 22, p. 46-62.

Croteau, M.N., and Luoma, S.N., 2008, A biodynamic understanding of dietborne metal uptake by a freshwater invertebrate:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 42, p. 1,801-1,806.

Derse E., Knee, K., Wankel, S.D., Kendall, C., Berg, C.J.,  and Paytan, A., 2007, Identifying the sources of nitrogen to Hanalei Bay, Kauai utilizing the nitrogen isotope signature of macroalgae:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 41, p. 5,217-5,223.

Elliott, E.M., Kendall, C., Wankel, S.D., Burns, D.A., Boyer, E.W., Harlin, K., Bain, D.J., & Butler, T.J., 2007, Nitrogen isotopes as indicators of NOx source contributions to atmospheric nitrate deposition across the midwestern and northeastern United States:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 41, p. 7,661-7,667.

Ewing, S.A., Michalski, G., Thiemens, M., Quinn, R.C., Macalady, J.L., Kohl, S., Wankel, S.D., Kendall, C., McKay, C.P., and Amundson, R., 2007, The rainfall limit of the nitrogen cycle on earth:  Global Biogeochemical Cycles, v. 21, GB3009, doi:10.1029/2006GB002838.

Ewing, S.A., Yang, W., DePaolo, D.J., Michalski, G., Kendall, C., Stewart, B., Thiemens, M., and Amundson, R., 2008, Non-biological fractionation of stable Ca isotopes in soils of the Atacama Desert, Chile:  Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 72, p. 1,096-1,110.

Finlay, J.C., and Kendall, C., 2007, Stable isotope tracing of temporal and spatial variability in organic matter sources to freshwater ecosystems in Michener, R.H., and Lajtha. K., eds., Stable Isotopes in Ecology and Environmental Science, 2nd ed.:  Blackwell Publishing, p. 283-333.

Ohte N., Dahlgren R.A., Silva S.R., Kendall C., Kratzer C.R. and Doctor, D.H., 2007, Sources and transport of algae and nutrients in a Californian river in a semi-arid climate:  Freshwater Biology, v. 52, p. 2,476-2,493.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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