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March 3 – March 7, 2008
Seminars

Wednesday, March 5, Dr. Jayne Belnap, Canyonlands Research Station, Moab, UT, “The Dirt on Dust: What does the future hold?”, Room 4A-332, 12:30 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, March 13, Edward R. Landa, NRP, BRR/ER, “Kyrgyzstan 2007”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, March 13, Bill Cannon, Eastern Mineral Resources Team, “Ejecta from the Sudbury impact in the Lake Superior iron ranges and the termination of banded iron-formations”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 26, Office of Surface Water, “Section by Section Measurements with ADCPs”, WebEx, 1:00 p.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to  <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=103512697&RG=1>.
Monday, March 31, Office of Surface Water, “Section by Section Measurements with ADCPs”, WebEx, 10:00 a.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to  <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=103512852&RG=1>.
Notices
International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 4th Quarter of FY 2008:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 4th Quarter of FY 2008 (July, August, and September) must submit a formal request by Monday, March 17, 2007.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request to Carmen Diaz-Pensler, cdiaz-pensler@usgs.gov, 703-648-6685.  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.  It often takes the BSU sometime to consolidate the list and get it approved.   Please assume you will be attending the Meeting, Seminars, Conferences or Workshops that you are applying for, and submit your 1175 as soon as 100 days before departure but not later than 45 days before departure.

New Canada Travel Regulations:  New country-clearance regulations from the U.S. Department of State require each USGS person making a scheduled trip to Canada to submit information that will be sent to the U.S. Embassy in Ottawa for country clearance.  For a scheduled trip, the form must be submitted 14 days in advance through use of an on-line travel form which can be found at the USGS International Programs intranet webpage, http://international.usgs.gov/usgs/travel/index.shtml.  At the webpage, next to "Canada Travel Request", click on "Form" to access the form.  Scheduled trips include planned meetings and scheduled station maintenance.  The USGS will also apply for blanket clearances for our emergency work which, by its nature, cannot be scheduled 14 days in advance (e.g., flood work, instrumentation failure, emergency hazardous spills, etc.).
33rd International Geological Congress:  The 33rd International Geological Congress <http://www.33igc.org> will be held in Oslo, Norway from August 6-14, 2008 with associated field trips both before and after the Congress. The Department of the Interior has set a limit on the number of USGS employees who can attend this major international congress. In addition, it is a high cost travel zone and total budget impact on the bureau needs to be considered.   To help with internal planning please let The USGS Office of International Programs know as soon as possible, but no later than COB on March 14 whether you plan on attending IGC and the reason for your attendance.  Please reply only if you have your supervisor’s support.  Responses should be sent directly to George Coakley <gcoakley@usgs.gov>, USGS International Programs with a copy to your Discipline Chief Scientist.  George will compile a consolidated list of proposed IGC attendees from all disciplines and provide it to senior management for selection and approval.    Individual travelers informally approved by the USGS  for IGC travel will be notified as soon as possible and then should proceed with the formal  DI-1175 Foreign Travel Authorization process.

The Geospatial Management Information System is Now Available:  The GIO is pleased to announce the bureauwide availability of the Geospatial Management Information Systems (GMIS).  GMIS is a web-based application that provides easy, one-stop access to several different sources of USGS information, including information on projects from BASIS+, USGS employees and offices, and science publications.  The system allows this information to be searched both by topic and by geographic area. To use the GMIS, go to http://gmis.usgs.gov and sign in using your complete email address (e.g. jdoe@usgs.gov) and your internet password.  The link “Click here to enter the GMIS application” will launch the GMIS.  A basic help link is available on the home page, and a feedback link is available in all parts of the application.
Allen Moench Honored by NGWA:  BRR/WR scientist emeritus Allen Moench recently received a Life Member Award from the National Ground Water Association (NGWA) for special service in the furtherance of the ground-water industry and NGWA.  The award was presented December 6 at the 2007 NGWA Ground Water Expo and Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida. Congratulations, Allen!

Bill Alley Honored by the Groundwater Foundation:  Bill Alley, Chief of the USGS Office of Ground Water (OGW), was awarded the Groundwater Foundation's 2007 E. Benjamin Nelson Government Service Award.  Bill was recognized for his effectiveness as Chief, OGW, his authorship and co-authorship of a series of USGS Circulars, and his roles as the coordinator of the Regional Aquifer System Analysis (RASA) Program and the groundwater coordinator for the pilot National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program (for more details see http://www.groundwater.org/aw/ebenbiographies.html).  Congratulations, Bill!
Guidance for Claiming Mileage for Same-Day Travel:  Written guidance now clarifies the recurring question,"When must my normal daily commute miles and commute time be deducted from my same-day-travel voucher claim or from my request for Compensatory Time Off?"  In any same-day-travel situation where a traveler travels directly from their residence to an offsite work location or from an offsite work location directly to their residence, their normal daily commute miles and commute time must be subtracted from any claim for compensation.  The Department Manual states that travelers will be reimbursed the increased cost incurred, not to exceed the mileage allowance for the additional miles driven plus the increased tolls and parking fees incurred.  Also, an OPM Memorandum dated January 27, 2005 states that, if an employee travels directly from their home to an offsite work location, the agency must deduct the employee's normal home-to-work/work-to-home commuting time.
FedEx Ground Weekly Service Fee:  Many of the FedEx account holders who use the FedEx Ground service have noticed a Weekly Service Fee of $11 being charged to their account.  It appears that FedEx made some changes to our accounts in late January.  These service fees are already paid by the building and should not be billed to the individual account holders.  If you see these charges on your statements please contact FedEx at 1-800-622-1147 and explain that our contract pays the weekly service fee, and your account should be marked as “Drop-off Only”.  If you continue to have these charges please contact Darrell Washington at extension 7271 or by email at dwashing@usgs.gov.

Possible Impacts of ESN Security Architecture:  Due to DOI requirements, network changes will be made February 28, 2008 through mid April.  The web filtering system that was put into place last year was removed inadvertently 4 months ago.  This system will be reactivated to comply with the DOI mandate.  They are predicting that all instant messaging programs will cease to work, with the exception of Lotus Sametime, audio and video streaming will also be disabled.  If there is a website that is blocked that you need to perform your job please email Alan Wiser or complete the request form that will pop-up when trying to access the site.  The implementation schedule can be found at http://gs-telecom.er.usgs.gov/TIUpages2/fe_esn_connection.php.

Welcome to Glenda Singleton:  Please extend a warm Branch welcome to Glenda Singleton, a physical scientist who will be working in Tyler Coplen’s Isotope Lab.  Glenda comes to us from Seattle, WA and is currently located in the 5th floor bullpen (5B132), ext. x5864.  Please stop by to say hello.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a Junior at Potomac Falls High School looking for summer employment at the USGS.  He is interested in a position where he can make use of or develop his skills and interests in science, math, and computers.  His coursework includes Honors Biology, Chemistry, Physics, AP Calculus BC, Java Programming, and CADD1.  This student comes highly recommended.  Please Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.

Abundance of Supplies:  In the process of cleaning out several office areas, an abundance of office supplies have been uncovered.  We have a large supply of staples, paper clips, hanging file folders, tabbed dividers, alphabetic and numbered dividers, staple removers,  typewriter supplies (yes they are still used), and various other things.  If you are in need of any of these standard items or would like to see if we have what you are looking for please contact Michelle McQuiston at 5827 or mmcquiston@usgs.gov.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

March 5 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

March 12 Optimize Your Health Through Natural Medicine

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

April 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

May 7 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

June 4 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

July 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102B

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-13, Water Quality Specialist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Various locations, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0050 and the position closes on March 6.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Office Chief for Interdisciplinary Investigations, Mnitoring and Research, Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0109 and the position closes on March 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Data Chief, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0003 and the position closes on March 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Carnelian Bay Field Office, California Water Science Center, Carnelian Bay, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0306 and the position closes on March 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Assistant District Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0326 and the position closes on March 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Pasco, WA or Spokane, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0292 and the position closes on March 28.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0307 and the position closes on March 31.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Midwest, Regional Director's Office - Eastern Region, Ann Arbor, MI.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0005 and the position closes on May 5.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
Charge Card Refresher Training and Annual Agreement of Responsibility Due By March 31, 2008:  Each holder of a government-issued bankcard are required to complete the Charge Card Refresher Training and Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility.  This training program has been revised for fiscal year 2008 and thus cardholders who completed this training prior to May 1, 2007 are required to successfully complete the revised version.  The Charge Card refresher training is required every 3 years.  The U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility is required annually and is an integral component of the bureau’s internal control over the charge card program. To complete the training and agreement, go to https://chargecardtraining.nbc.gov and https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/9-3117.nsf/Validation?OpenForm.  If you have any trouble accessing the training site or are unable to complete the training by March 31, 2008, please contact Margaret Seaboy (mseaboy@usgs.gov) for assistance.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Leland, H.V., and Frey, J.W., 2008, Phytoplankton growth and assembly in relation to nutrient supply and other environmental factors in the White River Basin, Indiana (U.S.): Verh. Internat. Verein. Limnology, v. 30, p. 147-163.

Bradley, P.M., Barber, L.B., Kolpin, D.W., McMahon, P.B., and Chapelle, F.H., 2008, Potential for 4-n-nonylphenol biodegradation in stream sediments: Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, v. 27, no. 2, p. 260-265.

Schoenfuss, H.L., Bartell, S.E., Bistodeau, T.B., Cediel, R.A., Grove, K.J., Zintek, L., Lee, K.E., and Barber, L.B., 2008, Impairment of the reproductive potential of male fathead minnows by environmentally relevant exposures to 4-nonylphenolf: Aquatic Toxicology, v. 86, p. 91-98.

Moody, J.A., Martin, D.A., and Cannon, S.H., Post-wildfire erosion response in two geologic terrains in the western USA: Geomorphology, v. 95, p. 103-118.

Brabets, T.P., and Schuster, P.F., 2008, Transport of water, carbon, and sediment through the Yukon River Basin: U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2008-3005.

Landers, D.H., Simonich, S.L., Jaffe, D.A., Geiser, L.H., Campbell, D.H., Schwindt, A.R., Schreck, C.B., Kent, M.L., Hafner, W.D., Taylor, H.E., Hageman, K.J., Usenko, S., Ackerman, L.K., Schrlau, J.E., Rose, N.L., Blett, T.F, and Erway, M.M., 2007, The fate, transport, and ecological impacts of airborne contaminants in Western National Parks (USA) Volume 1: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA/600/R-07/138, 348p.

(http://www.nature.nps.gov/air/Studies/air_toxics/wacap.cfm)   

Landers, D.H., Simonich, S.L., Jaffe, D.A., Geiser, L.H., Campbell, D.H., Schwindt, A.R., Schreck, C.B., Kent, M.L., Hafner, W.D., Taylor, H.E. Hageman, K.J., Usenko, S., Ackerman, L.K., Schrlau, J.E., Rose, N.L., Blett, T.F., and Erway, M.M., 2007, The fate, transport, and ecological impacts of airborne contaminants in Western National Parks (USA) Volume 2 appendices: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA/600/R-07/138, 113 p. (http://www.nature.nps.gov/air/Studies/air_toxics/wacap.cfm)
New Publications from BRR/WR

Cayan, D.R., Bromirski, P.D., Hayhoe, K., Tyree, M., Dettinger, M.D., and Flick, R.E., 2008, Climate change projections of sea level extremes along the California coast:  Climatic Change, v. 87 (Suppl. 1), p. S57-S73.

Cayan, D.R., Maurer, E.P., Dettinger, M.D., Tyree, M., and Hayhoe, K., 2008, Climate change scenarios for the California region:  Climatic Change, v. 87 (Suppl. 1), p. S21-S42.

Flint, A.L., Flint, L.E., and Dettinger, M.D., 2008, Modeling soil moisture processes and recharge under a melting snowpack:  Vadose Zone Journal, v. 7, p. 350-357, doi:10.2136/vzj2006.0135.  A personal-use copy of the paper can be obtained at http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/flint08.pdf
Lowenstern, J.B., and Hurwitz, S., 2008, Monitoring a supervolcano in repose:  Heat and volatile flux at the Yellowstone Caldera:  Elements, v. 4, p. 35-40, doi: 10.2113/GSELEMENTS.4.1.35, http://elements.geoscienceworld.org/cgi/content/abstract/4/1/35
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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