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Seminars

Tuesday, June 24, Donna Marie-Petrak Read, USGS, “The USGS Circum-Arctic Resource Appraisal – Estimates of Undiscovered Oil and Gas North of the Arctic Circle”, Dallas Peck Auditorium, 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 25, James G. Smith, USGS – Volcano Hazards Team, Reston, VA, “Tangjiashan: Landslide, Quake-Lake & Outburst Flood”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, July 9, Thomas Kulp, Menlo Park, CA, “The Biogeochemistry of Arsenic in Diverse Environmental Settings: Soda Lakes, Fresh-Water Aquifers, and Hot Springs”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.

Notices
Matt Larsen, Associate Director for Water:  DOI has approved the reassignment of Matt Larsen as the Associate Director for Water.  Matt has served as the Chief Scientist for Hydrology since 2005.  For the moment, Pierre Glynn will serve as the Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology.

Welcome to James Jordan:  We're very pleased to welcome Jim, a visiting scientist from the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, who is working with Ty Coplen.  Jim's expertise is in analytical chemistry, which he taught in Texas and Arizona.  His office is 5B230.  Please stop by to say hello.
Smart Cards:  Implementation of HSPD-12 has been an evolving process, and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is now prepared to begin sponsoring employees to enroll and receive their Department of the Interior (DOI) Access card.  The service provides Federal credentials as required by HSPD-12, as well as common enrollment services, resulting in efficiencies and cost savings.  The DOI-Access card will serve as your official Federal Government Identification Card.  Once issued, it may be used to gain physical access to Federal facilities, including your official duty station and other facilities, including secure rooms to which you have been authorized access.  DOI-Access cards will eventually be used to provide secure login to Departmental Information Technology (IT) networks and applications.  You will receive an email once your profile has been loaded, please follow the directions in the email to set up your appointment.

Purchasing of Encrypted Thumb Drives:  Government employees carrying sensitive data such as employee information, social security numbers, credit card numbers, etc., on a thumb drive must have that data encrypted.  Regardless of what encryption solution you select, it is important that the solution is FIPS 140-2 certified, compliant, or on a FIPS 140-2 approved list and that there is the ability to assign a secondary account (“admin”) to the device to recover data in the advent of lost credentials or authorized access to data is needed (if the employee leaves or if there is an investigation requiring access to data).  The MXI Stealth MXP and Stealth MXP Passport are example of USB thumb drives on the FIPS 140-2 approved list, which support Windows 2000, XP, Vista, MAC, and Linux. Information about these drives can be found at http://www.mxisecurity.com/?p=products&i=stealth_mxp_family.

Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

July 11
New grants, cooperative agreements, and purchase orders $3,001 - $25,000
All contract modifications except deobligations
Exercise of priced purchase order options with a start date of October 1, 2008 (FY 2009 requirements)
July 25
New interagency agreements
August 1
Interagency agreement modifications
August 8
GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - supplies
Modifications to purchase orders
Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 22
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and student services
August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

June 23 Audiogram (Hearing Test)
Baseline Test – Cannot Be Work Related
8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. & 1:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Room 1B-205
Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.
June 25 Cancers that Affect Men - Lecture
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-2l5

Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.
If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory  Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief of the North Texas Program Office, Texas Water Science Center, Fort Worth, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0581 and the position closes on June 27.

· Ecologist, GS-12, Research Hydrologist, USGS, Nebraska Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research Unit, Lincoln, NE.  The announcement number is CR-S-2008-0606 and the position closes on July 7.

· Ecologist, GS-14/15, Office of the Associate Director for Biology, Office of the Chief Scientist for Biology, Location TBD.  The announcement number is HQ-2008-0187 and the position closes on July 29.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Carter, V., Landwehr, J.M., Rybicki, N.B., Reel, J.T., and Ruhl, H.A., 2008, Linkages Among Submersed Aquatic Vegetation, Nutrients, River Discharge and Weather in the Tidal Potomac River And Estuary, in Buchanan, C., ed., Potomac Integrated Analysis Report: Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin. Click Here for Chapter
New Publications from BRR/CR

Moody, J.A., and Meade, R.H., 2008, Terrace Aggradation during the 1978 Flood on Powder River, Montana, USA: Geomorphology, v. 99, p. 387-403.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Reisen, W.K., Barker, C.M., Eldridge, B., Cayan, D., Tyree, M., and Dettinger, M., 2008, Impact of climate variations on mosquito abundance in California: Journal of Vector Ecology, 33, 89-98.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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