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June 16 – June 20, 2008

Seminars

Tuesday, June 17, Ricardo Olea, USGS-Eastern Energy Resources Team, “Inference of Distributional Parameters from Compositional Samples Containing Nondetects”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 19, Steve Peters, Eastern Mineral Resources Team, “Distribution of copper deposits in Asia”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

(The NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series will return this July.)

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Branch Chief and Mike Doughten will be serving as Acting Assistant Branch Chief from June through July 5.
Interagency Conference on Watershed Research -- Call for Abstracts:  The Third Interagency Conference on Research in the Watersheds, "Planning for an Uncertain Future: Monitoring, Integration, and Adaptation", is being organized by the USGS and will be held from September 8-11, 2008, in Estes Park, Colorado. The conference will focus on research conducted in small watersheds and its relevance to managers charged with balancing the needs of society with those of natural ecosystems.  The issues will be placed in the context of climate, geology, geomophology, hydrology, biogeochemisty, ecology, and monitoring in talks, posters, and field trips that follow.  Deadline for abstracts will be July 11, 2008.  The $300 registration fee will be reduced for students and waived for private stakeholders.  Topics, travel and lodging information, registration, and other details are available at http://www.hydrologicscience.org/icrw/.
Rocky Mountain Conference on Analytical Chemistry:  The 50th Rocky Mountain Conference on Analytical Chemistry will take place July 27-31, 2008 at the Beaver Run Resort & Conference Center in Breckenridge, CO. Online registration, details and further information can be accessed at www.rockychem.com
Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration Conference (GEER '08): GEER '08 will be held July 28 - August 1, 2008 in Naples, FL.  The conference program will consist of plenary sessions with invited speakers and Restoration Coffee Houses focusing on critical themes regarding Greater Everglades restoration. The conference also will have traditional breakout sessions featuring presentations selected from abstract submissions, as well as workshops structured around particular topics.  GEER ‘08 also will feature at least two pre-conference symposia on Biogeochemistry/Contaminants and Social and Human Sciences.  For more information please go to http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/GEER2008/index.htm.
New Fact Sheets Available about the USGS Science Strategy:  Seven new fact sheets have been published in support of the USGS science strategy: “Facing tomorrow's challenges-U.S. Geological Survey science in the decade 2007-2017,” U.S. Geological Survey, Circular 1309, 69 p., available at http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/2007/1309/. The fact sheets include:  (Facing Tomorrow's Challenges - An Overview, Ecosystems, Climate, Energy and Environmental Resources, Hazards, Environment and Human Health, and Water.)
Some of Ted Callendar's Sediment Samples Available:  A large box of dry sediment samples, collected throughout the 1980's by Ted Callendar, is in storage at the Herndon Warehouse.  If you would like some or all of these samples, please contact Harry Jenter so that the samples can be relabeled with your name.  If no one takes custody of the samples by June 30, 2008, they will be discarded.

Travel Alert for Mexico:  As a result of recent developments in Mexico and the State Department travel alert the Office of Law Enforcement, Security and Emergency Management asks that all employees stationed along the southwest border maintain situational awareness in their respective locations. Employees are reminded to take appropriate actions to ensure their safety. This may include maintaining radio or cell phone contact while in the field, traveling in pairs, and advising office personnel of daily travel plans and locations. We recommend that you review the Mexico Travel Guidance found on the International Travel webpage of the Internal USGS website at the following website:  http://international.usgs.gov/usgs/travel/docs/MexicoTravelGuidelines%20a.doc.
Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

June 20
New contracts, grants, cooperative agreements and purchase orders $25,001 - $100,000
July 11
New grants, cooperative agreements, and purchase orders $3,001 - $25,000
All contract modifications except deobligations
Exercise of priced purchase order options with a start date of October 1, 2008 (FY 2009 requirements)
July 25
New interagency agreements
August 1
Interagency agreement modifications
August 8
GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - supplies
Modifications to purchase orders
Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 22
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and student services
August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
IBM ThinkPad Laptops Available:  The Branch has been given two IBM ThinkPad laptops.  Please see Harry Jenter if you have a need for one.  The laptops must be set-up by the Computer Support Team once a new owner is established.
Free Camera & Slide Viewer:  The Branch has a 28mm Nikon Camera and Pana-Vue Automatic Slide Viewer available for taking.  The camera comes with a carrying case and multiple accessories.  The slide viewer comes with a rechargeable battery charger.  Please see Emerson if you would like any of these items.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory  Hydrologist, GS-14, Director, Wyoming Water Science Center, Cheyenne, WY.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0381 and the position closes on June 17.

· Hydrologist, GS-9/11, Staff Hydrologist, Mississippi Water Science Center, Jackson, MS.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0093 and the position closes on June 18.

· Supervisory  Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief of the Southern Nevada Hydrologic Studies Program, Henderson, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0468 and the position closes on June 27.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Gates, J.B., Edmunds, W.M., and Böhlke, J.K., 2008, Ecohydrological Factors Affecting Nitrate Concentrations in a Phreatic Desert Aquifer in Northwest China, Environmental Science & Technology, vol. 42, p. 3531 - 3537.

Green, C.T., Puckett, L.J., Böhlke, J.K., Bekins, B.A., Phillips, S.P., Kauffman, L.J., Denver, J.M., and Johnson, H.M., 2008, Limited Occurrence of Denitrification in Four Shallow Aquifers in Agricultural Areas of the United States, Journal of Environmental Quality, vol. 37, p. 994-1009.
Piegay, H., Hupp, C.R., Citterio, A., Dufour, S., Moulin, B., and Walling, D.E., 2008, Spatial and Temporal Variability in Sedimentation Rates Associated with Cutoff Channel Infill Desposits: Ain River, France, Water Resources Research, vol. 44, 18 p., doi:10.1029/2006WR005260

Winograd, I.J. and Roseboom Jr., E.H., 2008, Yucca Mountain Revisited, Science Magazine, vol. 320, p. 1426-1427.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Reddy, M.M., Reddy, M.B., Kipp, K.L., Burman, A., Schuster, P.F., and Rawlik, P.S., 2008, Peat porewater chloride concentration profiles in the Everglades during wet/dry cycles from January 1996 to June 1998—field measurements and theoretical analysis: Hydrological Processes, v. 22, p. 1713-1724.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Hall, B.D., Aiken, G.R., Krabbenhoft, D.P., Marvin-DiPasquale, M., and Swarzenski, C.M., 2008, Wetlands as principal zones of methylmercury production in southern Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico region: Environmental Pollution v. 154, p. 124-134.

Izbicki, J.A., Ball, J.W., Bullen, T.D., and Sutley, S.J., 2008, Chromium, chromium isotopes and selected trace elements, western Mojave Desert, USA: Applied Geochemistry, v. 23, p. 1325-1352.

Moench, A.F., 2008, Analytical and numerical analyses of an unconfined aquifer test considering unsaturated zone characteristics: Water Resources Research, v. 44, W06409, doi:10.1029/2006WR005736.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Holmes, R.R. and Garcia, M.H., 2008, Flow over Bedforms in a Large Sand-Bed River: A Field Investigation, Journal of Hydraulic Research, vol. 46, p. 322 – 333.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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