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Seminars

Monday, July 28, Dr. Ross Stein, USGS Earthquake Hazards Team, Menlo Park, CA, “GEM: The Global Earthquake Model--A Public-Private Partnership”, Room 3A-406, 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 29, Lee Florea, USGS, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, “Visualization of Groundwater Flow and Stable Isotope Geochemistry” and “Stable Isotope Geochemistry of Shallow Groundwater beneath a Hardwood Hammock and Surface Water in an Adjoining Slough in Everglades National Park”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, August 21, Eleanor Griffin, USGS, Boulder, CO, “Determining Effects of Woody Vegetation on Flow and Sediment Transport During Floods”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
New Minnesota Water Science Center Director:  James Stark has been selected as the Center Director for the USGS Minnesota Water Science Center.   Jim has served as the Acting Center Director for the MN--WSC for the past few months, and was just recently selected, via merit promotion, for the permanent job.  Jim Stark's recent responsibilities have been as Acting Director of the Minnesota Water Science Center (Center).  He began his career in the Michigan District where he worked on ground-water modeling studies.  He also worked as Chief of the Great Basin Regional Aquifer System Study (RASA) in the Utah District.  He has been the author, or co-author, of more than 60 scientific reports, abstracts, and journal articles that have primarily focused on ground water and ground-water and surface-water interactions.  Recently, Jim has managed interpretative studies for the National Water Quality Assessment Program in the Upper Mississippi River Basin and also has supervised studies conducted by staff of the Center's Environmental Assessment Program. Jim also had been the Minnesota District's Ground Water Specialist and served temporarily as the District's Data Chief.  Jim holds MS degrees in geology, and in water resources, from the University of Wisconsin and has an MBA from the University of St Thomas. 

New Chief Scientist for Biology:  Bruce Jones has been selected as the new USGS Chief Scientist for Biology.  Bruce has been serving as the acting Chief Scientist since Bob Szaro's retirement.  He came to the USGS in May 2006 as the Chief Scientist for Geography and contributed greatly to Geography's program emphasis on land surface analysis, earth observation, and environmental science information in public policy. His broad background in biology and landscape ecology as well as his modeling approaches in ecosystems will help to foster a greater collaboration between the Geography and Biology Disciplines and aid in our understanding of drivers and consequences of ecological change.

Proposals for FY09 HRI Funds by 8/1/08:  Headquarters is requesting FY09 Human Resources Initiative (HRI) proposals.   The HRI initiatives are for activities that could lead to increasing diversity in our workforce in underrepresented occupational series.  The proposed initiatives should contribute in a direct and immediate way to improving representation in the permanent workforce such as creating a pipeline of candidates through the Student Career Experience Program (SCEP); enhancing curriculum development at minority/mainstream colleges for programs that will later yield high-quality candidates for employment in underrepresented technical positions; or proposal to build relationships between disciplines and universities to create an opportunity to coordinate a successful recruitment of applicants to underrepresented series.    For example, develop a proposal to request funds to do target recruitment at certain colleges with diverse student population. Through your targeted recruitment efforts you plan to hire students under the SCEP, which may lead to conversion to a permanent position.

All proposals will be considered with priority given to those that focus on moving the USGS toward meeting the bureau’s goals in diversity.  Below is the HRI 2009 Proposal Request form you will need to complete and submit to me by August 1, 2008.   If you wish to specifically request funding for a new student under the Science Intern With Diversity (SIWD) program, please complete the SIWD Proposal form including the HRI 2009 form below.  For your information here is the USGS Office of Equal Opportunity website of underrepresented series http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/eeo/western-region.html.
(Two Attachments)

For WebEx help or support: Go to https://usgs.webex.com/ click Assistance, then Click Help or click Support.  For questions contact David Mueller at dmueller@usgs.gov.
GSA Annual Meeting:  The 2008 Joint Annual Meeting will be held October 5-9 in Houston, TX.  Please go to https://www.acsmeetings.org/2008/ for more information on the meeting.
Webinar Announcement – Bathymetry Mapping Basics, August 4 and August 6, 2008:  The Office of Surface Water Webinar will discuss data collection and processing procedures used to produce an area/capacity table and bathymetric map.  Specific topics such as equipment, personnel, set-up, data collection, data processing (field and office), QA/QC, common problems, output products, and cost will be covered. Personnel from the Missouri Water Science Center, will present their experiences using global positioning system (GPS) equipment, a survey grade echosounder, and geographic information system (GIS) software to conduct a bathymetric survey of a reservoir. After processing the raw survey data, an area/capacity table of the reservoir can be computed and a bathymetric map can be produced. Consistency in data collection and processing procedures is important in producing accurate and reliable results.  

If multiple persons in an office are attending, please share a single connection. Only 25 connections are available for each session.  Registration for the session is REQUIRED to enforce the 25 connection limit. Registration is on a first come first served basis. Only those registered will receive the teleconference information. One of the sessions will be recorded to allow viewing of the presentation on-demand at a time of your convenience. A link to the recording will be placed on the USGS Hydroacoustics web page (http://hydroacoustics.usgs.gov) when available.

Scheduled sessions:

August 4, 2008 at 1:00 pm EDT. Register for this session - https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=107665302&RG=1&UID=0
August 6, 2008 at 10:00 am EDT. Register for this session - https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=107665552&RG=1&UID=0  

WaterWatch Website:  A new tool has been added to WaterWatch for aiding in the assessment of hydrologic drought.  This new feature, entitled “Duration Hydrographs,” can be accessed using the Drought Watch pull-down menu on the main WaterWatch page http://water.usgs.gov/waterwatch/.
Account Number Reminder When Charging Against Non-BRR/ER Accounts:  If you have been authorized to use an account number from another USGS office to pay for a charge card purchase or to pay for travel, you must attach proof of authorization to your bankcard statement or travel voucher.  An email, letter or fax from the other USGS office is acceptable as long as it states that you have permission to use the non-BRR/ER account number.
Useful IT Security Websites:
· Information Technology & Security Office (ITSO) Web Page - http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/
· Information Technology A-Z Index - http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/a-z.html
· ITSO Information Updates - http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/updates/
Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

August 1
Interagency agreement modifications
August 8
GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - supplies
Modifications to purchase orders
Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 22
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and student services
August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

July 30 “Get Fit While You Sit” (Ergonomics)
Presented by Dr Malnikof from Palmercare Chiropractic
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room BA-102B
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Amundson, A., Ewing, S., Dietrich, W., Sutter, B., Owen, J., Chadwick, O., Nishiizumie, K., Walvoord, M., McKay, C. 2008, On the in situ aqueous alteration of soils on Mars: Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 72, n. 15, p. 3845-3864, doi:10.1016/j.gca.2008.04.038. 

McClelland, J.W., Holmes, R.M., Peterson, B.J., Amon, R., Brabets, T., Cooper, L., Gibson, J., Gordeev, V.V., Guay, C.,. Milburn, D., Staples, R., Raymond, P.A., Shiklomanov, I., Striegl, R., Zhulidov, A., and Gurtovaya, T., 2008, Development of a Pan-Arctic Database for River Chemistry: EOS, v. 89, n. 24, p. 217-218.

Webb, Richard M.T., Wieczorek, Michael E., Nolan, Bernard T., Hancock, Tracy C., Sandstrom, Mark W., Barbash, Jack E., Bayless, E. Randall, Healy, Richard W., and Linard, Joshua, 2008,  Variations in pesticide leaching related to land use, pesticide properties, and unsaturated zone thickness: Journal of Environmental Quality, v. 37, p. 1145-1157.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Osterkamp, W.R., 2008, Annotated definitions of selected geomorphic terms and related terms of hydrology, sedimentology, soil science, and ecology:  U. S. Geological Survey Open-file Report 2008-1217, 49 p. The paper has not yet been published as hard copy but, through the terrific help of Keith Kirk, can be accessed at http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2008/1217/.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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