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Seminars
Thursday, July 17, Whitney Broussard, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Oceanography and Coastal Sciences, Louisiana State University, “Relating 100 years of water quality and land use records in the continental U.S. ”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, July 18, U.S. National Committee for Soil Science, “Soil: Sustaining Life on Planet Earth”, 2100 C Street NW, Washington, DC, Lecture Room, National Academy of Sciences, 8:30 a.m., For more information visit http://www7.nationalacademies.org/usnc-ss/Soil_Sustains.html.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, July 17, Dorothy H. Tepper, Office of the Regional Executive, ER, “Iceland: Adventures in a Strange Land”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, July 22, Jeffrey Rahl, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA, “The Tectonic Evolution of the Hellenic Subduction Wedge, Greece”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 22, National Center Information Technology Customer Advisory Board, “Lotus Notes Mail Archiving”, Room 3B-457 and WebEx, 12:00 p.m., https://usgs.webex.com
Wednesday, July 23, Lisa Windham-Myers, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Green Grows the Methylmercury - How Restoration of Vegetated Wetlands Influences Methylmercury Production, Export and Bioaccumulation”, Auditorium, 11:00 a.m.
Notices
Julie Kirshtein to Participate in Deep-sea Hydrothermal Vent Research Cruise:  On July 9, 2008, our BRR/ER colleague, Julie Kirshtein, will be among the deep-sea scientists aboard the research vessel, R/V Revelle, which will set sail from Woods Hole, Massachusetts to start a 40-day research voyage to hydrothermal sites along  the Mid-Atlantic Ridge (MAR).  The R/V Revelle will sail from the north just off the coast of the Azores south to due east of Miami and visit three different sites along the MAR, viz. Rainbow (36°13'N   33°54'W), Lucky Strike (37°17'N   32°16'W), and Snake Pit (23°22'N   44°57'W), and a fourth off-axis site called Lost City (30°10'N   42°08'W).  Jason II, a remotely operated vehicle, will be used to visit the seafloor and collect water, rock and biological samples for analysis.  Numerous on-site experiments and geochemical sensors also will be deployed at each location.  The overall mission of the cruise is to conduct interdisciplinary research to study the relationship between  geochemistry, geology, microbiology and biology of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge vent sites.  Julie will be involved in the collection and analysis of samples to look at the metabolic diversity of the microbial community associated with the high-temperature sulfide deposits as part of an ongoing collaboration with Dr. Anna-Louise Reysenbach. Check out the cruise website at http://www.deepseavoyage.research.pdx.edu.  Once the Revelle is on station (approximately July 15th), the URL will be updated regularly with science news from the cruise!
Gulf of Hypoxia Action Plan to Reduce Nutrients to Mississippi River:  The Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrient Task Force released an Action Plan on June 16, 2008 that involves State and Federal partners in reducing hypoxia in the Northern Gulf of Mexico.  The 2008 Action Plan for Reducing, Mitigating, and Controlling Hypoxia in the Northern Gulf of Mexico and Improving Water Quality in the Mississippi River Basin is available online at http://www.epa.gov/msbasin/taskforce/actionplan08.htm.  Access http://toxics.usgs.gov/hypoxia/ and http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/sparrow/gulf_findings/ for more information on USGS activities related to the Gulf of Mexico and Mississippi River Basin.

Hazardous Materials Shipments (Reminders):  You must have DOT Hazardous Materials shipping training.  As required by DOT, you must prepare a “Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods” http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/hazmat_declaration_for_shipping.pdf.  Our emergency contact contractor, CHEMTREC requires the shipper on this form to be U.S. Geological Survey and the 24 Hour Emergency Telephone Number to be 1-800-424-9300.
Any questions regarding CHEMTREC should be directed to Materials Management at (703) 648-7271 or by email to mmb@usgs.gov.  More information is posted on the Administrative Policy and Services webpage at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/transpor.html.

The IAGC Hitchon Award 2008:  The IAGC Hitchon Award is awarded annually to the most distinguished paper published in the IAGC journal, Applied Geochemistry during the last three years as determined by the journal Executive Editor and IAGC Publications Committee.  It is a sincere pleasure to inform you all that Ken Stollenwerk’s paper “Factors Controlling Tungsten Concentrations in Ground Water, Carson Desert, Nevada” (Applied Geochemistry 2005, 20 (2), p. 423-441) by Ken and his USGS colleagues Ralph Seiler and John Garbarino is the recipient of the IAGC Hitchon Award for 2008.

FVSU and UTA Students to Visit the USGS:  The USGS is hosting about 120 ninth grade students who are participating in Fort Valley State University (FVSU) and the University of Texas at Austin (UTA) career search programs, as part of our partnership with FVSU, and in an effort to help foster increased diversity in the USGS workforce. This Program has both a college scholarship program and pre-college outreach program for grades 9-12. This gathering will provide students an opportunity to visit a leading science organization and to learn more about how science impacts their daily lives. The event will take place on July 17, 2008, at the USGS National Center, Reston, VA. Exhibits will be held in the USGS Main Hallway from 8:30 am to 10:00 am and a mini-seminar from 10:00 am to noon in the USGS Dallas Peck Auditorium. Please come and share your enthusiasm and encouragement with the next generation of geoscientists and inspire these young students to focus on education in science and math as a path to “discovering the scientist they can become.” 

2008 Managers Meeting Materials Available Online:  The materials include videotapes of key sessions, presentations, handouts, and notes for each session.  Please visit the USGS Intranet at http://internal.usgs.gov/toolkits/managers_meeting/ to access these materials.
USGS Training & Development Opportunity:  A StreamStats Data Preparation Workshop will be held August 4-8, 2008 at Northborough, MA.  Registration deadline is July 15.  For more information go to http://gsvaresh01.er.usgs.gov/Distribution/AED5BC06D49C7D788725747B00580C19.
Get the Latest IT Security News Affecting You:  Learn more in the Information Technology and Security Office's June update at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/updates/june08.html.
Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

July 25
New interagency agreements
August 1
Interagency agreement modifications
August 8
GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - supplies
Modifications to purchase orders
Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 22
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and student services
August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

July 23 CHOLESTEROL SCREENING (Blood Draw)

Lipid panel with glucose

8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Room 1B-205
You must call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

July 30 “Get Fit While You Sit” (Ergonomics)
Presented by Dr Malnikof from Palmercare Chiropractic
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room BA-102B
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Rybicki, N.B., Justiniano- Vélez, E.M., Schenk, E.R., Baldizar, J.M., and Hunter, S.E., 2008, The Distribution of Submersed Aquatic Vegetation in the Fresh and Oligohaline Tidal Potomac River, 2005, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2008-1218, 40 p., Click Here for Report
New Publications from BRR/CR

Nordstrom, D.K., Wright, W.G., Mast, M.A., Bove, D.J., and Rye, R.O., 2007, Aqueous-sulfate stable isotopes—A study of mining-affected and undisturbed acidic drainage: Chapter E8, Abandoned Mined Lands, U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1651, p. 387-416.

Nordstrom, D.K., 2008, Questa Baseline and Pre-Mining Ground-Water Quality Investigation. 25. Summary of results and baseline and pre-mining ground-water geochemistry, Red River Valley, Taos County, New Mexico, 2001-2005: U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1728, 111 pp.

Nordstrom, D.K., 2008, What was the groundwater quality before mining in a mineralized region? Lessons from the Questa Project: Journal of Geosciences, v. 12, p. 139-149.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
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