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Seminars

Wednesday, January 23, Joseph Colgan, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Cenozoic Tectonics of North-Central Nevada: Implications for Formation and Structural Disruption of World-Class Mineral Deposits”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 23, Lenny Konikow, USGS Research Hydrologist, Reston, “Ground-Water Depletion: A National Assessment and Global Perspective”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, January 31, Kenneth E. Bencala, USGS, Branch of Regional Research, Menlo Park, CA, Briant Kimball, USGS, Salt Lake City, U, Rob Runkel, USGS, Denver, CO, and Mike Gooseff, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA, “Hyporheic Exchange Flows--Uncertainty in Basic Hydrology for Understanding Aquatic Ecosystems”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
John Kilpatrick Selected as Montana Water Science Center Director:  The Regional Executive, North Central States, is pleased to announce the selection of John Kilpatrick as the next Director for the USGS Montana Water Science Center.  John has done an excellent job serving as the Acting Director of the science center since Bob Davis retired last year.  His technical background, strong relationships with cooperators, high energy, and enthusiasm should serve the science center well for the coming years.  John began his career with the U.S. Geological Survey in 1985 as a coop. student in the Arkansas District.  He received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Geology from the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville and spent much of the first 12 years of his career working on several ground-water modeling projects.  John transferred to the Nebraska District in 1992 where he served as the District Ground-Water Specialist for much of the time he was there.  Since 1996, John has been the Assistant Director and Hydrologic Investigations Section Chief in the Montana Water Science Center.  Congratulations, John.
Summer Intern Support – 2008 Cooperative Summer Field Training Program – National Association for Geoscience Teachers:  The Director's Office has announced that it will, once again, cost-share support of student interns participating in the National Association for Geoscience Teachers (NAGT)/USGS Cooperative Summer Field Training Program this year. The program will cost-share one-half of the support of 20 interns for up to 12 weeks. Interns employed through this program will be hired at a rate comparable to the GS-5 Grade, Step 1, level with an adjusted locality payment.  The USGS National Education Office will match interested students to available USGS projects.  Nominated students send their applications to the USGS National Education Coordinator, Robert W. Ridky, no later than February 1, 2008.  Project personnel then review, interview, and select their interns.  Every attempt is made to distribute, as equally as possible, cost-shared interns and projects over disciplines and regions.  Programs requesting an intern should submit a Project Description Form by e-mail to Bob at rridky@usgs.gov on or before the deadline.  An electronic copy of the form may be obtained from Michelle McQuiston (mmcquiston@usgs.gov) or Harry Jenter (hjenter@usgs.gov).
USGS Ground-Water Workshop:  The 2008 USGS National Ground-Water Workshop is planned for the week of August 4-8 at the USGS National Training Center and a nearby hotel in Lakewood, Colorado.  The purpose of the Workshop is to stimulate technology transfer, provide training, and promote information sharing among USGS scientists working on ground-water topics.  Training will be an important element of the meeting, with half- and full-day workshops to be held at the National Training Center during at least two days of the week.  Additional activities include a poster session, a plenary session, and concurrent sessions with presentations on scientific topics and USGS programs involving ground water.  The steering committee seeks your ideas on topics that you would like included in the training workshops and other sessions.  They also encourage scientists interested in hosting a training workshop or giving a presentation to send a title and brief description of the workshop the email abbreviation for the steering committee at GS-W National GW Mtg by Friday, February 1.

NRC Report on Water Implications of Biofuels Production:  National interest in greater energy independence, and favorable market forces, have driven increased production of corn-based ethanol in the United States.  This trend is changing the national agricultural landscape and has raised concerns about potential impacts on the Nation's water resources.  To help illuminate these issues, the National Research Council held a colloquium on July 12, 2007 in Washington, D.C.  The resulting report concludes that, if projected future increases in use of corn for ethanol production do occur, the associated increases in fertilizer use, pesticide use, and soil erosion could impact water availability:   http://dels.nas.edu/dels/reportDetail.php?link_id=4576.
Security Settings to be Updated on all National Center PC's:  Security settings on all network-connected PC's running Windows XP in the National Center will be updated automatically according the DOI's Security Technical Implementation Guide (STIG) on or before February 1, 2008.  All Water Resources computers in Headquarters and Eastern Region offices are scheduled to be updated on Thursday, January 31.  Offices who wish to test the STIG settings prior to full deployment to their computers may contact Mike McTootle (mmctootle@usgs.gov, x4939) to make arrangements to apply the STIG settings to specific machines in their office. Laptop users should bring their laptops to the National Center and connect them to the network in order to receive the automatic updates.  It is not expected that this update will cause problems as the STIG settings were tested voluntarily by numerous National Center offices last summer without difficulties.  However, if you experience problems, please contact GS_Help_Desk@usgs.gov for a resolution.
“Google Maps (and Earth) For Displaying Science Center Project Results” by Sandy Williamson and Ray Julich, Washington Water Science Center:  The WRD Information Technology Advisory Committee is pleased to sponsor three presentations of the subject webinar on January 24th, January 30th and February 5 at 12:30-2:00 PM (EST).  For those attendees that are located at the Reston Headquarters building, the webinar and conference call will be hosted in Room: 5B227.  Pre-registration for this webinar is required. You can access webex at:  https://usgs.webex.com/mw0302l/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=usgs and then browse to your preferred date and click on registration.
Science Camp 2008 Registration:  Registration for Science Camp 2008 will begin January 28.  Registration forms can be picked up at the Visitors Center.  The cost for children of USGS Employees is $365 per session.  Campers must be between the ages of 8 and 12.  Please contact Beth Stettner at ext 5928 with any additional questions.

Fitness Facility:  The USGS is constructing a small fitness facility in the basement of the National Center Building.  They are estimating the facility will open in late March contingent on delivery of the equipment.  They are planning to have the facility staffed from 6:00 am to 7:30 pm Monday through Friday.  They are planning to equip this facility with 4 treadmills, 2 elliptical trainers, 2 bikes, 5 - 100lb dumbbells with 2 benches. 1 four station weight machine, stretching mats and an aerobic floor.  Additional information will be presented as it is released.
Combined Federal Campaign Extended:  The deadline for CFC contributions has been extended to January 31, 2008.  Please see Emerson if you wish to contribute.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

January 22 High Blood Pressure: Traditional and Holistic Treatment Modalities Examined

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

Presented by Dr. Beals

February 6 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

February 20 Optimize Your Health Through Natural Medicine

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0183 and the position closes on January 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Chief, Anchorage Field Office, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0179 and the position closes on January 28.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0110 and the position closes on January 31.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Wisconsin Water Science Center, Middleton, WI.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0083 and the position closes on January 31.

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA or San Diego, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0199 and the position closes on February 1.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0115 and the position closes on February 11.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Gebrekristos, R.A., Shapiro, A.M., and Usher, B.H., 2007, In Situ Estimation of the Effective Chemical Diffusion Coefficient of a Rock Matrix in a Fractured Aquifer, Hydrogeology Journal, 11 p., DOI:10.1007/s10040-007-0255-0
Oremland, R.S., and Voytek, M.A., 2008, Acetylene as Fast Food: Implications for Development of Life on Anoxic Primordial Earth and in the Outer Solar System, Astrobiology, vol. 8 , p. 1-14.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Ingebritsen, S.E., Hurwitz, S., and Brodsky, E.E., 2008, Note from the Hubbert Quorum: Geofluids, v. 8, p. 1-2.
New Publications from OCS/H
Larsen, M.C., 2008, Rainfall Triggered Landslides, Anthropogenic Hazards, and Mitigation Strategies, Advances in Geosciences, vol. 14, p. 147-153. [pdf version: http://www.adv-geosci.net/14/147/2008/adgeo-14-147-2008.html]

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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