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Seminars

Tuesday, January 8, William H. Orem, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, Reston, VA, “Links between Sulfate and Methylmercury Contamination in the Florida Everglades – A Contentious Issue”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 9, Steve Harris, USGS, Denver, CO, “Hydrogen Consumption Parameters in Acetogenic Bacteria and the Potential for Competition with Methanogens in Anoxic Habitats”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 9, Rian Bogle, Southwest Geographic Science Team, “New Technologies in Field Instruments”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 10, John F. Slack, USGS, Reston, VA, “Probing the Redox State of Proterozoic Seawater: Geochemical, Biological, and Economic Implications”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, January 23, Joseph Colgan, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Cenozoic tectonics of north-central Nevada: implications for formation and structural disruption of world-class mineral deposits”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, January 10, Mary A. Voytek, NRP, BRR/ER, “How the Chesapeake Bay Impacted My Career”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Request for Proposals:  The Governance Committee of the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program is requesting a proposals to develop and implement a protocol for a Lower Platte River (Nebraska) stage change study (closing January 18) and another proposal to implement a protocol for collecting data on whooping crane occurrence and use in the central Platte River (Nebraska) valley during the annual spring and fall migrations. See http://platteriverprogram.org/proposals.aspx for details.

New Charge Card Contract:  The Department of Interior's contract with Bank of America to provide charge card services expires on November 30, 2008, and Bank of America has elected not to participate in the new GSA SmartPay2 master contract.  On December 21, 2007 it was announced that JPMorgan Chase will provide charge card services for travel, purchase and fleet under a one-card solution.  For more information, please see http://communities.usgs.gov/oc_blogs/usgs_news/?p=571.
Implementation of a New NBC Customer Support Toll-free Phone Number:  Beginning December 28, 2007 a new Customer Support line was implemented at the National Business Center (NBC).  This streamlined system provides a single phone number for customer support for any issues relating to FPPS & Quicktime, Payroll, DataMart, and NBC's IT Support (not USGS IT support).  Please call 1-888-367-1622 (888-FOR-1NBC) to access NBC Customer Support. The table below outlines the options that NBC customers are able to choose when calling.  The existing help desk numbers will remain active during the transition.
Help Desk Service
Menu Option

Payroll Information
1

FPPS & Quicktime
2, then option 1

Datamart
2, then option 2

IT Support Center (DC/Herndon/Reston)
3

IT Support Center (Denver/Boise)
4
NOAA Office of Hydrologic Development Seeks to Hire Modeler:  NOAA's Office of Hydrologic Development, Hydrologic Science and Modeling Branch is seeking to hire a research modeler to evaluate and enhance hydraulic models, infuse new hydraulic modeling techniques into National Weather Service (NWS) operational software by working with a team of software engineers, and provide technical support and training to NWS forecasters.  Current key areas of investigation include real time inundation mapping for dynamic flow, linking riverine hydraulics with ocean hydraulics in coastal estuary zone, and developing tools for rapid data preparation and operation of dam break models.  Applicants will be considered from a wide range of experience levels, including recent graduates with Master’s or PhD degrees, and professionals with several years of experience.  Applications should be submitted through the USAJobs website.  Government employees should apply to announcement NWS-HD-2008-0001. Non-government (public) must apply to announcement NWS-HD-2008-0003 (http://jobsearch.usajobs.gov).
Last Week for Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Contributions:  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  As of Monday, January 7, 2008 no more contributions can be made through payroll deductions and now can only be made through check or cash.  The deadline for contributions is Monday, January 14, 2008.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
Surplus Theodolite Available:  Greg Noe has a Topcon GTS-2 theodolite that he plans to surplus.  If you are interested in this equipment, please contact Greg directly at x5826 or Lauren McPhillips at x5472.

Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a student looking for summer employment at the USGS.  He will be graduating from Randolph-Macon College in May.  He is majoring in biology and has taken Biostatistics, Environmental Law, Geology, and many other natural, environmental, and physical science courses.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

January 9 / February 6 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

January 16 Acupuncture

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

Free Lecture
January 22 High Blood Pressure: Traditional and Holistic Treatment Modalities Examined

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

Presented by Dr. Beals

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Office of the Regional Director, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on January 7.

· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Office of the Regional Director, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on January 7.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, Northwest, Office of the Regional Director. Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0134 and the position closes on January 7.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0152 and the position closes on January 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0110 and the position closes on January 31.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0115 and the position closes on February 11.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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