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February 11 – February 15, 2008
Seminars

Tuesday, February 12, Dr. David Pilliod, Forest and Rangeland Ecosystem Science Center, “A Stream Perspective of Prescribed Fire”, Room 4A-332, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, February 20, Brian Collins, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Analysis and Forecasting of Coastal Cliff Retreat in Weakly Lithified Sediments Using Terrestrial Lidar”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 20, Office of Surface Water, “Using StreamPro ADCP in Moving-Bed Conditions”, WebEx, 10:00 a.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to  <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=102384047&RG=1>.
Monday, February 25, Office of Surface Water, “Using StreamPro ADCP in Moving-Bed Conditions”, WebEx, 1:00 p.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to  <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=102384127&RG=1>.
Notices
William Back:  The USGS received word that William Back died on January 31, 2008 in Hawaii, where he and his wife, Connie, lived for the last two years.  Bill’s distinguished career with the USGS and NRP spanned some 46 years before he retired in 1997.  Author of more than 150 scientific publications, he was an authority on the geochemistry of ground-water systems and known internationally for his work on carbonate-rock aquifers.  He developed the concept of geochemical facies that linked the evolution of groundwater chemistry to the geology and flow of water in aquifers.  Bill was among the first to apply chemical thermodynamics to the study of water-rock interactions and pioneered the study of redox phenomena influencing the distribution of iron in aquifer systems.  Much of his work was in coastal carbonate aquifers where he investigated the geochemistry of mixing freshwater with seawater.  Bill was active in the Geological Society of America and he received recognition from the Society as the recipient of the O.E. Meinzer Award in 1973, the Birdsall Distinguished Lecturer 1978, and the Distinguished Service Award in Hydrogeology in 1988.  He received many other awards in recognition of his contributions to hydrogeology including the Department of Interior Distinguished Service Award in 1987, the M. King Hubbert Award in 1995, and the C.V. Theis Award in 1997.  In addition to his scientific accomplishments, he influenced the careers of many of his colleagues at the USGS and elsewhere.  Known for his many sayings about science and life, he would like us to remember as he said in a speech commenting on the lack of national support for science “knowledge does not erupt overnight like toadstools but must be tranquilly nurtured over time like a rose.”
Third Interagency Watershed Research Conference:  The third Interagency Conference on Research in the Watersheds (ICRW), "Planning for an Uncertain Future: Monitoring, Integration, and Adaptation", is being organized by the USGS and will be held on September 11-18 in Estes Park, Colorado. The purpose of this conference is to highlight research conducted in small watersheds. The conference will have both oral and poster presentations from universities, government agencies, industry, and stakeholders. Field trips and activities will highlight alpine and montaine hydrology, ecology, geomophology, and biogeochemisty. The deadline for initial abstracts is May 2.  Topics, travel and lodging information, registration, and other details are available at http://www.hydrologicscience.org/icrw/.

Workshop on Ecological Sensing with Fiber Optics:  On June 2-7, John Selker (Oregon State) and John Lane USGS will lead the "Second Hands-on Ecological Sensing with Fiber Optic Workshop" at the H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest, Oregon.  The field applications demonstrated are all in-stream use, but this workshop would also be useful to scientists interested in other applications (e.g. in boreholes).  Participation is limited to 40.  For more information see http://bioe.oregonstate.edu/Faculty/selker/documents/FiberOpticsinEcologicalSensingWorkshop.doc.
World Landslide Forum:  The First World Landslide Forum will be held in Tokyo, Japan, on November 12-21.  The deadline for abstracts is March 1.  For additional information see http://www.iclhq.org/WLFweb/WLF.htm.
Student Funding for Climate Change Research on Tribal Lands:  USGS scientists have an opportunity to obtain funding for student interns for climate change research on Tribal lands. These funds will be disbursed through a process similar to that used for the Students in Support of Native American Tribal Relations (SISNAR) activity, though with slightly modified selection criteria. The $60,000 for these interns was provided by the Climate Change Program. Proposals are due to USGS Native Regional Liaisons (or Discipline Liaisons in the case of national programs) by February 29. Please share this information widely so that we expand USGS climate change research and nurture Native students. The proposal information can be found at: http://www.usgs.gov/indian/doc/SISNAR-CC_FY2008.doc.  Contact information for the Discipline Native Liaisons and information about USGS activities related to American Indians and Alaska Natives can be found at http://www.usgs.gov/indian/.
Are you a "Prudent Person" when it comes to travel expenses?:  There is a DOI policy that describes the standard of care that must be used when determining what travel expenses are reasonable.  It is called the "Prudent Person Rule".  Simply stated, a traveler on government business must exercise the same care when incurring travel expenses that a prudent person would exercise if traveling on personal business.  Clearly, this is a judgement call and subject to interpretation in some cases, but many choices can be clarified simply by asking yourself "Is this a prudent expense?".  For example, if a prudent person would choose economy parking at the airport for $9.00 per day over other parking at $15.00 per day, that's the choice a government traveler should make as well.
TSP Annual Participant Statement:  The Thrift Savings Board is introducing the TSP Annual Participant Statement later this month.  If you participated in TSP during 2007, you will receive the statement which will be sent to your home address.  Please take a few minutes to verify that your mailing address is correct in Employee Express. Your annual statement will summarize all of the activity in your Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) account during the year 2007.  This new statement provides a unique opportunity to review the primary beneficiary information that TSP has on file for you.  It is strongly suggested that you review and update your beneficiary if necessary.  If you find that an update is necessary, simply complete a new TSP-3 beneficiary form and mail or fax as instructed on page 2 of the form.
WRD Retirees' Newsletter Available Online:  WRD Retirees Newsletter 138 (February 2008) has been posted on the Retirees website and can be found at http://www.wrdretirees.org/Newsletters/feb08.pdf.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

February 12 Blood Pressure Screening
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Health Unit
February 13 Blood Pressure Screening
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Health Unit
Call Health Unit to Sign Up

February 13 Blood Pressure Screening
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Health Unit

February 20 Optimize Your Health Through Natural Medicine

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Oceanographer, GS-11, Staff Oceanographer, Woods Hole Science Center, Woods Hole, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0089 and the position closes on February 12.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Staff Hydrologist, Geospatial Information Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2008-0083 and the position closes on February 20.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Chief, West Slope Office, Colorado Water Science Center, Grand Junction, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0182 and the position closes on February 25.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Illinois Water Science Center, Urbana, IL.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0090 and the position closes on February 27.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Chief, Hydrologic Instrumentation Facility, Stennis Space Center, MS.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0041 and the position closes on March 3.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate to Barbara.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
Charge Card Refresher Training and Annual Agreement of Responsibility Due By March 31, 2008:  Each holder of a government-issued bankcard are required to complete the Charge Card Refresher Training and Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility.  This training program has been revised for fiscal year 2008 and thus cardholders who completed this training prior to May 1, 2007 are required to successfully complete the revised version.  The Charge Card refresher training is required every 3 years.  The U.S. Geological Survey Charge Cardholder Annual Agreement of Responsibility is required annually and is an integral component of the bureau’s internal control over the charge card program. To complete the training and agreement, go to https://chargecardtraining.nbc.gov and https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/9-3117.nsf/Validation?OpenForm.  If you have any trouble accessing the training site or are unable to complete the training by March 31, 2008, please contact Margaret Seaboy (mseaboy@usgs.gov) for assistance.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Gellis, A.C., Hupp, C.R., Landwehr, J.M. and Pavich, M.J., 2007, Sources and Transport of Sediment in the Watershed, Chapter 6,  in Synthesis of U.S. Geological Survey Science for the Chesapeake Bay Ecosystem and Implications for Environmental Management, U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1316, ed. S.W. Phillips, p.28-31, http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/circ1316/index.html
Rybicki, N.B. and  Landwehr, J.M., 2007, Submerged Aquatic Vegetation and Water Clarity, Chapter 11,  in Synthesis of U.S. Geological Survey Science for the Chesapeake Bay Ecosystem and Implications for Environmental Management, U. S. Geological Survey Circular 1316, ed. S.W. Phillips, p.46-49, http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/circ1316/index.html
New Publications from BRR/CR
Nastev, M., Morin, R., Godin, R., and Rouleau, A., 2007, Developing a conceptual hydrogeological model for Potsdam sandstones in southwestern Quebec, Canada: Hydrogeology Journal, 16 p., DOI:10.1007/s10040-007-0267-9.

Morin, R., Williams, T., Henrys, S., Crosby, T., and Hansaraj, D., 2007, Downhole measurements in the AND-1B borehole, ANDRILL McMurdo Ice Shelf Project, Antarctica, Terra Antartica: v. 14, no. 3, 167-174.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Brown, L.R, Thompson, J.K., Higgins, K., and Lucas, L.V., 2007, Population density, biomass, and age-class structure of the invasive clam Corbicula fluminea in rivers of the lower San Joaquin River Watershed, California:  Western North American Naturalist, v. 67, p. 572-586.

Earman, S., and Dettinger, M., 2008, Monitoring networks for long-term recharge change in the mountains of California and Nevada--A meeting report:  California Energy Commission PIER Energy-Related Environmental Research Report CEC-500-2008-006, 32 p., http://www.energy.ca.gov/2008publications/CEC-500-2008-006/CEC-500-2008-006.PDF.

Lee, C.J., Juracek, K.E., and Fuller, C.C, 2007, Bottom-sediment accumulation and quality in Shawnee Mission Lake, Johnson County, Kansas, 2006:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2007–5274, 10 p., http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2007/5274/.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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