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Seminars

Tuesday, February 5, Lawrence J. Drew, USGS Eastern Mineral Resources Team, Reston, VA, “Compositional Data Analysis Of The Upper Freeport Coal”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, February 20, Brian Collins, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Analysis and Forecasting of Coastal Cliff Retreat in Weakly Lithified Sediments Using Terrestrial Lidar”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 20, Office of Surface Water, “Using StreamPro ADCP in Moving-Bed Conditions”, WebEx, 10:00 a.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to  <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=102384047&RG=1>.
Monday, February 25, Office of Surface Water, “Using StreamPro ADCP in Moving-Bed Conditions”, WebEx, 1:00 p.m. EST, To register for this seminar please go to  <https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=102384127&RG=1>.
Notices
Office of Surface Water Announces Three New USGS Fact Sheets on the Streamgaging Program: 

1. Recent Improvements to the U.S. Geological Survey Streamgaging Program - FS 2007-3080: This fact sheet provides a nice summary of improvements we have made to many aspects of the USGS streamgaging program over the last several decades.  This fact sheet clearly shows that we continue to work on incorporating new technologies, strengthening our data delivery mechanisms, and looking for more efficient ways to conduct our work. Our hope is that this very positive fact sheet will encourage existing cooperators to continue on with the program and help new organizations become partners in the program.  Copies of the fact sheet were mailed directly to the main WSC office in each state directly from the printer and should have or will soon be arriving.  This Fact Sheet is also available online at URL: http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3080/
2. From the River to You: USGS Real-Time Streamflow Information - FS 2007-3043: This fact sheet describes how the typical USGS streamgage transmits data from the "gage" to the "page" in near-real time. This fact sheet provide examples of our nice data tools and products such as NWIS Real-Time data and WaterWatch.  Some hard copies of this fact sheet will be mailed to each of the main WSC offices in the next 2 weeks. The fact sheet is also available online at URL: http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3043/
3. Surface-Water Techniques: On Demand Training Opportunities - FS 2007-3099: This fact sheet describes CD-ROM and Web-based training developed primarily by Mike Nolan (WR SW Specialist) on streamgaging and sediment related activities. The report is available online at URL: http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3099/
GeoHealth I, Registration and Call for “Lessons Learned”:  On March 4-6, 2008 the Geological Society of America (GSA) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will present GeoHealth I, a special meeting devoted solely to interdisciplinary research and applications taking place at the nexus of the geosciences and health sciences.  The objective of the meeting will be to connect the dots between the geological sciences and the health sciences, improve communication across disciplines, and better inform policy and decision makers on the complex human-health problems potentially associated with environmental exposures to natural and anthropogenic contaminants and pathogens.  Through a series of lectures, case studies and breakout sessions, geoscientists and health scientists will interact to share their perspectives on airborne and soilborne contaminants, and on drinking water contaminants and pathogens.  Contaminants of interest include: environmental asbestos, urban lead, arsenic, and VOCs. Strategic planning will help identify and shape the research agenda on emerging and future needs in the geohealth arena.  GSA and USGS would like to develop guidance for geological and health scientists in communicating with each other, to the public, and to policy and decision makers.  Please send any “Success Stories in Geology and Health,” along with any PowerPoint slides which illustrate the success (or lessons learned) of collaborative efforts in geology and health, to Deborah Nelson at dnelson@geosociety.org.  The meeting will be held at the USGS National Center.  To register please go to http://geosociety.org/meetings/08geoHealthI/.  For more information about this meeting please contact Herb Buxton at hbuxton@usgs.gov, (609) 771-3944 or Brenda Pierce at bpierce@usgs.gov, (703) 648-6421.
Blackberry Training:  Don Knickerbocker from the National Center IT Services Unit will be conducting hands-on Blackberry training on February 6, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and again from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., in Room 5A217.  Both sessions will cover the same topics which will include going over new models of blackberries, tips and tricks, shortcuts, how to troubleshoot, where to get help, and questions and answers.  There will be no charge for these sessions.  Please bring your personal blackberry to train with.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a senior at Virginia Tech looking for summer employment at the USGS.  She is majoring in Wildlife Biology and has a minor in Biology.  In addition to her course study, she has had data collection and analysis experience through previous internships, such as with the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the Wildlife Biologist of Fairfax County in Fairfax, Virginia and Biologists at Patuxent Wildlife Refuge in Laurel, MD.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

February 12 Blood Pressure Screening
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Health Unit
February 13 Blood Pressure Screening
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Health Unit
Call Health Unit to Sign Up

February 13 Blood Pressure Screening
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Health Unit

February 20 Optimize Your Health Through Natural Medicine

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0223 and the position closes on February 11.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0115 and the position closes on February 11.

· Oceanographer, GS-11, Staff Oceanographer, Woods Hole Science Center, Woods Hole, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0089 and the position closes on February 12.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Chief, West Slope Office, Colorado Water Science Center, Grand Junction, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0182 and the position closes on February 25.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Illinois Water Science Center, Urbana, IL.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0090 and the position closes on February 27.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate to Barbara.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Winston, R.B., and Shapiro, A.M., 2007, BAT3 Analyzer: Real-Time Data Display and Interpretation Software for the Multifunction Bedrock-Aquifer Transportable Testing Tool (BAT3), U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2007-1105, 65 p.
Shapiro, A.M., 2007, Characterizing Hydraulic Properties and Ground-Water Chemistry in Fractured-Rock Aquifers: A User's Manual for the Multifunction Bedrock-Aquifer Transportable Testing Tool (BAT3), U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2007-1134, 127 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Milly, P.C.D., Betancourt, J., Falkenmark, M., Hirsch, R.M., Kundzewicz, Z.W., Lettenmaier, D.P., and Stouffer, R.J., Stationarity is dead:  Whither water management?:  Science, v. 319, p. 573-574.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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