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December 8 – December 12, 2008
Seminars

Tuesday, December 9, Jack Epstein, Geologist Emeritus, “The Night the Earth Shook!”, Room 4C-315, 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, December 11, Dr. John Pickering, Partner to the National Biological Information Infrastructure, “Discover Life's Global Mapper and other Web tools to involve the public in monitoring biodiversity”, Room 4C-315, 1:30 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Wednesday, December 10, Erica L. DiFilippo, USGS Post-Doc, “Evaluating Mass Flux Reduction in DNAPL Contaminated Aquifers: From Laboratory to Field Scale”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Welcome to April Thorne: April is our newest project assistant who began work this week.  She is located at MS 432 on the 5th floor, stop by and introduce yourself.
All Hands Meeting:  There will be an All Hands Meeting Wednesday, January 7, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. in Conference Room 1B-215 (near the Health Unit).
Guidelines for Trip-by-Trip Travel Authorizations:  There are 5 types of travel which require a Trip-by-Trip travel authorization.  They are:

· Conference Travel - The DOI policy on Conferences and Meetings requires that travel must be authorized on a Trip-by-Trip basis unless an exemption from the conference requirements has been granted on a case-by-case basis by the A/S Water and Science.

· International Travel - This travel represents a highly visible, high cost type of travel that is frequently subject to scrutiny by the Congress and GAO.  A trip-by-trip authorization is required to ensure that the Fly America Act, GSA Contract City-Pair, and direct routing requirements contained in the FTR are fully adhered to.  This requirement is also stated in 347 DM FTR Implementing Instructions - Foreign Travel 202-1 which requires a trip-by-trip authorization for all foreign travel. 

· Travel Funded by a Non-Federal Source/Donated Travel - This type also represents a highly visible area of travel that is subject to scrutiny by Congress.  A trip-by-trip travel authorization is required to properly document and reconcile payment arrangements made between the donor organization and USGS.  The trip-by-trip authorization will also assist the Ethics Office regarding their involvement in this type of travel. 

· Training Related Travel - Travel for the purpose of attending training is governed under the provisions of the Training Act and the payment of related travel expenses is negotiable.  Thus only expenses that are specified on the authorization can be paid.  For this reason, trip-by-trip authorizations are now required for authorizing all training travel under 5 CFR 410. 

· Invitational and Volunteer Travel - A trip-by-trip authorization is required for all invitational travelers (non-government and non USGS) and volunteers working through the Volunteer for Science Program.
Mendenhall Fellows:  Members of the Mendenhall class of FY-09 began to arrive on October 1, 2008.  To date, 11 Fellows have joined the Survey.  Five more are expected to arrive before the end of March 2009. The Mendenhall Program provides opportunities for new PhD graduates to conduct research in association with selected members of the USGS professional staff.  Through this Program the USGS acquires current expertise in science to assist in implementation of the science strategy of its programs.

USGS Video and Image Gallery:  The Office of Communications is launching a new USGS Video and Image Gallery to host multimedia products highlighting science across the globe.  Viewers can access current multimedia products that show our scientists working with Arctic glaciers, measuring hurricane flooding, surveying wildfire damage and many other projects that span the globe.  To upload your own USGS video and imagery, visit http://internal.usgs.gov/gallery_upload.  These free visuals can be reproduced in blogs, news stories, school projects and more—with proper credit given to the USGS.  To check out or contribute to the USGS Image and Video Gallery, please visit http://gallery.usgs.gov/.
Vacancy, Resource Scientist-Hydrologist:  The Missouri Department of Conservation has a position available for a Resource Scientist-Hydrologist in Kirksville, MO.  The Resource Scientist-Hydrologist conducts scientific research that fulfills information needs for sheet movement/flow of water across landscapes and ground water movement.  The announcement closes on December 31, 2008.  For a complete job description and to apply on-line, visit www.mdc.mo.gov/about/jobs.  If you are unable to apply online, you may apply by contacting the Missouri Department of Conservation in Jefferson City, Missouri at (573) 751-4115.
Vacancy, Environmental Coordinator, Portland, OR:  The Oregon Department of Transportation is looking for an Environmental Coordinator.  The Environmental Coordinator participates as a member of the Columbia River Crossing Project (CRC) Environmental Team and is responsible for assisting in the development of the Environmental Impact Statement.  The successful applicant will provide expert environmental and project development advice and guidance to the CRC project team, and serve as a central contact for environmental project information.  The Environmental Coordinator will assist the Environmental Project Manager in coordinating research and engineering activities and in monitoring contracts and construction compliance with environmental regulations and mitigation measures.  To apply for this position go to www.odotjobs.com and search OCDT8707.  The announcement closes on December 16, 2008.
Vacancies, Charles Darwin Foundation (CDF):  The CDF is looking for Scientific Researchers.  The CDF is a non-profit organization, dedicated to research for conservation and sustainable development of the Galapagos Islands (Ecuador, South America).  They are currently seeking to strengthen their science team by incorporating experienced researchers in: Biodiversity, Ecological changes, Community and ecosystem processes, and solutions for ecological system.  This is an excellent opportunity for professionals with a strong scientific background, including a Ph.D. in biological sciences, combined with a minimum of 5 years experience in scientific research and project management.  Strong consideration will be given to applicants with a good command of English and Spanish.  The positions close on December 31, 2008.  For further information about the CDF, the above-mentioned roles, and how to apply, please visit http://www.darwinfoundation.org.
Vacancy, Marine Science Consortium:  The Marine Science Consortium is looking for a Pre-College Instructor. A Pre-college Instructors will gain experience leading student groups through a coastal ecology program that spans the dynamic ecosystem of a barrier island including bay/estuarine, salt marsh wetland, maritime forest, sand dunes and Atlantic coastal beaches. Assateague Island, home of the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge and the Assateague National Seashore is a barrier island that will be used extensively through close relationships with the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Park Service (NPS).  This position is located in Wallops Island, VA. Applications must include a letter of introduction, resume, transcripts, and three letters of recommendation.  Please send your application to the Programs Manager at the Marine Science Consortium, 7278 Enterprise Street, Wallops Island, VA 23337.  For more information about this position please call (757) 824-5636 or email mscva2007@gmail.com.
WRD Holiday Party:  On Thursday, December 11, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the WRD will hold their Annual Holiday Potluck Luncheon.  There are sign-up sheets at all the mail stops for you to RSVP and promise a dish to bring and share.

Branch Dessert Party:  Please join us for another of our holiday traditions.  The Dessert Party will be held on Tuesday, December 16, at 2:00 p.m., in Conference Room 5B227.  Please bring a sweet to share with your sweet-colleagues!

Holiday Fun:  For a little fun this December, we are looking for anyone who would like to share their high school pictures with the Branch.  If you have your senior picture, or a similar portrait style photo from your high school years, please bring it to Kathy Conko located in 1B326 or send it to her by email at kmconko@usgs.gov.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

2008 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Please see the announcements posted around the building to see when you can get your flu shot.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologic Technician, GS-6/9, California Water Science, Santa Maria, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2009-0056 (DEU) and the position closes on December 15.
· Hydrologic Technician, GS-6/9, California Water Science, Santa Maria, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2009-0068 (MPP) and the position closes on December 15.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Constantz, J., 2008, Heat as a tracer to determine streambed water exchanges: Water Resources Research, vol. 44, W00D10, doi:10.1029/2008WR006996 (http://www.agu.org/journals/wr/wr0812/2008WR006996/).
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
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