Please Visit Our Branch Website at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer
BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

December 1 – December 5, 2008
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, December 2, James A. Luppens, Eastern Energy Resources Team, “Assessment of Coal Geology, Resources, and Reserves in the Gillette Coalfield, Powder River Basin, Wyoming”, Room Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3, Richard Heermance, USGS, Tucson, AZ, “Insights into Landscape Evolution in Southern California from Fluvial Terraces, Cosmogenic Nuclides, & Paleoclimate”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 4, Evgeny Gordeev, Director, Institute of Volcanology and Seismology, Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Russia, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and Volcanic Eruptions of Kamchatka, Russia”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m., Additional Roundtable Discussion to be held at 1:30 p.m. in the Chief Geologist’s Conference Room (3A-409).
Friday, December 5, Dr. Kenneth C. Carroll, Post-Doctoral Researcher at the University of Arizona, “Characterization and Remediation of Multicomponent Nonaqueous Phase Liquids in Porous Media”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Wednesday, December 10, Erica L. DiFilippo, USGS Post-Doc, “Evaluating Mass Flux Reduction in DNAPL Contaminated Aquifers: From Laboratory to Field Scale”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
New Credit Card and GovTrip:  Traveler profiles in GovTrip should have automatically updated with the new J.P. Morgan charge card number.  If the Bank of America charge card number was not on the profile or a new travel profile was created during the months of October and November the profile did not update with new charge card information.  After GovTrip comes back online on December 1, all travelers should access GovTrip and check their travel profiles to ensure that it contains the J.P. Morgan charge card information.  If you find that your profile was not updated with the new charge card information, please enter the J.P. Morgan charge card information directly into your travel profile.

Federal Benefits Open Season Starts Monday, November 10 and Ends Monday, December 8:  What is Open Season? This is the time for you to think about your health, dental, vision, and tax-saving needs and to make changes to or enroll in one of the programs. A quick fact sheet to help you in your planning can be found on http://www.myfederalretirement.com/public/300.cfm. Use Employee Express (https://www.employeeexpress.gov) to enroll, cancel or make changes.

Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAFEDS):  FSAFEDS are available to employees who are eligible for Federal Employee Health Benefits (FEHB).  It can help you save money by setting aside pre-tax funds to pay for eligible out-of-pocket dependent & health care expenses.  If you are covered by a High Deductible Health Plan (HDHP) with a Health Savings Account (HSA), you may enroll in a Limited Expense HCFSA (LEX HCFSA) for your eligible dental and vision expenses.  Please note that if you are currently enrolled and want to participate for 2009, you must re-enroll.  Coverage does not automatically continue for FSA accounts.  To enroll or re-enroll in the FSAFEDS visit their website at www.FSAFEDS.com, or call 1-877-372-3337, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.

Benefit News:  The December issue of the Employee Benefits Digest is now available online.  Please go to http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/hro/benefits/newsletters/issue0308.html to access it.

Inauguration Day – Tuesday, January 20, 2009: An employee who works in the District of Columbia, Montgomery or Prince George's Counties in Maryland, Arlington or Fairfax Counties in Virginia, or the cities of Alexandria or Falls Church in Virginia, and who is regularly scheduled to perform non-overtime work on Inauguration Day, is entitled to a holiday (See 5 U.S.C. 6103(c).  There is no in-lieu-of-holiday for employees who are not regularly scheduled to work on Inauguration Day.  For additional details please go to http://www.opm.gov/Operating_Status_Schedules/fedhol/2009.asp.
TSP News:  The new limit for TSP regular contributions is $16,500.  This is an increase of $1,000, and $5,500 for TSP catch-up contributions for those age 50 and older, or turning 50 at any time during 2009. You may elect to increase TSP contributions based on the new limit in Employee Express.  The bi-weekly dollar amount to select is $635 to reach the $16,500 limit in 26 pay periods.  Once you hit the limit, payroll will automatically stop contributions.  Please remember that TSP Catch-up contributions do not continue automatically each year.  If you wish to continue contributing under TSP Catch-up in 2009, you must reenroll in Employee Express.  For more information, access the TSP Elective Deferral Limit fact sheet.
GRA Short Course:  Groundwater Resources Association (GRA) will present a 2-day short course titled “Watershed and Groundwater Hydrology”, February 23-24, 2009, in Orange, CA. Please go to http://www.grac.org/ for more information on this course and other training opportunities.
USGS Education on the Web:  Recently, the USGS Education Web site (http://education.usgs.gov/) has grown to be one of the most frequently visited sites at www.usgs.gov. The centerpiece of the site is the Educational Resources section, where content is sorted by educational level (primary grades, secondary grades, and undergraduate education) and by subject area. The site also links to a variety of additional resources. Take a look at the newly released Videotaped Lectures, a compilation of Menlo Park talks that can be searched by scientific topic. Liz Colvard in Menlo Park (ecolvard@usgs.gov, Tel 650.329.4498) takes lead for managing the content of the site, and she welcomes your comments and suggestions.

Opportunities for Students at the USGS:  The Education Office has compiled a listing of research grant, internship, and employment opportunities at the USGS for students, undergraduates, and graduate faculty. General Interest Publication 80 is now available through the Publications Warehouse at http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/usgspubs/gip/gip80.

WRD Holiday Party:  On Thursday, December 11, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the WRD will hold their Annual Holiday Potluck Luncheon.  There are sign-up sheets at all the mail stops for you to RSVP and promise a dish to bring and share.

Branch Holiday Luncheon: On Friday, December 12, at 11:30 a.m., the Branch we will have our annual holiday luncheon at Sweetwater Tavern.  The cost per person is $18.50, this includes appetizers, bread, soft-drink/coffee/tea, your entrée, tax and tip.  Please pay your money to Melissa Schomody by Tuesday, December 9.
Branch Dessert Party:  Please join us for another of our holiday traditions.  The Dessert Party will be held on Tuesday, December 16, at 2:00 p.m., in Conference Room 5B227.  Please bring a sweet to share with your sweet-colleagues!

Holiday Fun:  For a little fun this December, we are looking for anyone who would like to share their high school pictures with the Branch.  If you have your senior picture, or a similar portrait style photo from your high school years, please bring it to Kathy Conko located in 1B326 or send it to her by email at kmconko@usgs.gov.

For the Young at Heart:  Popular singing group The Jonas Brothers has filmed a public service WebCast for the Department of Interior to encourage kids to spend more time outside. Check it out at http://getoutdoorsitsyours.gov/message-jonas.cfm.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

December 3 Preventing Job Injuries

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

2008 Flu Shots Flu Shots are now being offered at the Health Unit.  Similar to last year, to minimize wait times, the schedule for flu shots will be based on the first letter of the employee’s last name.  Please see the announcements posted around the building to see when you can get your flu shot.
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Smith, R.L., and Yoshinari, T., 2008, Occurrence and turnover of nitric oxide in a nitrogen-impacted sand and gravel aquifer: Environmental Science & Technology, v. 42 n. 22, p. 8245-8251.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Mantua, N., Dettinger, M., Pagano, T., Wood, A., Redmond, K., and Restrepo, P., 2008, A description and evaluation of hydrologic and climate forecast and data products that support decision-making for water resources managers (Chapter 2), in Beller-Simms, N., Ingram, H., Feldman, D., Mantua, N., Jacobs, K., and Waples, A., Decision-support experiments and evaluations using seasonal to interannual forecasts and observational data—A focus on water resources: A report by the US Climate Change Science Program (Synthesis and Assessment Product 5.3) and the Subcommittee on Global Change Research, pp. 29-64 (also report Appendices A and B), http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/sap5.3-ch2.pdf .

Stewart, A.R., Saiki, M.K., Kuwabara, J.S., Alpers, C.N., Marvin-DiPasquale, M., Krabbenhoft, D.P., 2008, Influence of plankton mercury dynamics and trophic pathways on mercury concentrations of top predator fish of a mining-impacted reservoir: Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, v. 65, n.11, pp. 2351-2366(16). (http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/nrc/cjfas/2008/00000065/00000011/art00005).
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
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