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Seminars

Thursday, August 28, Dr. Margaret Hiza Redsteer, Geologist, USGS, “USGS Work on the Navajo Nation Climate Change Now:  Understanding and Communicating the Impacts on Native Lands”, Room 7A-413, 1:30 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, September 4, Joel Johnson, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Wireless Sensor Networks in the Field and Laboratory: Hillslope Hydrology, Arroyo Incision and Debris Flow Deformation”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.
Notices
USGS Google Search Update: Find & Contact Your Colleagues:  The GIO Enterprise Web Team announced that the USGS Internal Search Engine, using Google technology, now lets you search the Lotus Address Book for people's contact information:  Their name, phone number, and address are linked to a Google map of their location.  Learn more at http://communities.usgs.gov/oc_blogs/usgs_news/?p=704.
Restrictions on Political Activity by USGS Employees:  This is a reminder to USGS employees of the restrictions on political activity imposed on Federal employees by the Hatch Act, 5 U.S.C. §§ 7321-7326. "Political activity" means activity directed toward the success or failure of a political party, candidate for partisan political office, or partisan political group.  Learn more at http://communities.usgs.gov/oc_blogs/usgs_news/?p=697.
Meet the USGS Administration Transition Team:  With the November Presidential election, a new Administration will begin the process of taking over the reins of government. The USGS is preparing for that by establishing a Transition Team. This team will strategize ways to get our messages to these key representatives so they quickly understand the full breadth of our mission and our capabilities.  Learn more at http://internal.usgs.gov/communications/transition/default.asp.
Security Changes to BASIS+:  In order to implement requirements of the DOI IT Security Policy Handbook, two changes will be made in BASIS+ on August 28, 2008. First, users will be logged out after 60 minutes of idle time, measured since the last time a user clicked on any link in the left side navigation menu.  Activity in the right frame will not prevent logout after 60 minutes.  A timer will be displayed in the lower left hand corner indicating remaining time.  If you are entering data and nearing the logout time, please save your work and click on any link on the left menu to reset the timer.  Internet Explorer users will need to make a one time browser set up change in order to display the count down timer (please see http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/basis/docs/IE_setup.doc).  Second, only Internet Explorer or Opera (Macs) browsers are supported.  Unsupported browsers (e.g. Firefox) will not be able to access BASIS+.

BRR Olympic Connection:  Stephanie Brown Trafton of Galt, California, the niece of BRR scientist Cindy Brown, won the Olympic gold medal in the women's discus throw. Stephanie was third at the U.S. trials but won the Olympic title Monday with a best mark of 64.74 meters (212 feet, 5 inches). This is the first time an American has won a gold metal in this event since 1932.  Well done Stephanie!

Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

September 10 Sleep Disorders

Presented by Dr. Merchia, Sleep Specialist

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215
September 17 Health Fair – Health and Wellness Vendors and Screenings
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Art Hallway
Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Harvey, R.W., Metge, D.W., Shapiro, A.M., Renken, R.A., Osborn, C.L., Ryan, J.N., Cunningham, K.J., and Landkamer, L., 2008, Pathogen and Chemical Transport in the Karst Limestone of the Biscayne Aquifer: 3. Use of Microspheres to Estimate the Transport Potential of Cryptosporidium Parvum Oocysts, Water Resources Research, Vol. 44, W08431, http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2007WR006060.

Renken, R.A., Cunningham, K.J., Shapiro, A.M., Harvey, R.W., Zygnerski, M.R., Metge, D.W., and Wacker, M.A., 2008, Pathogen and Chemical Transport in the Karst Limestone of the Biscayne Aquifer: 1. Revised Conceptualization of Groundwater Flow, Water Resources Research, Vol. 44, W08429, http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2007WR006058.
Shapiro, A.M., Renken, R.A., Harvey, R.W., Zygnerski, M.R., and Metge, D.W., 2008, Pathogen and Chemical Transport in the Karst Limestone of the Biscayne Aquifer: 2. Chemical Retention from Diffusion and Slow Advection, Water Resources Research, Vol. 44, W08430, http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2007WR006059.
New Publications from BRR/CR

McCabe, G.J., and Wolock, D.M., 2008, Joint Variability of Global Runoff and Global Sea-Surface Temperatures: Journal of Hydrometeorology, v. 9, 816-824.
New Publications from BRR/WR

McCabe, G.J., Betancourt, J.L., Gray, S.T., Palecki, M.A., and Hidalgo, H.G., 2008, Associations of multi-decadal sea-surface temperature variability with U.S. drought.

Quaternary International, v. 188, p. 31-40.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
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