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Seminars

Thursday, August 21, Eleanor Griffin, USGS, Boulder, CO, “Determining Effects of Woody Vegetation on Flow and Sediment Transport During Floods”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, September 4, Joel Johnson, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Wireless Sensor Networks in the Field and Laboratory: Hillslope Hydrology, Arroyo Incision and Debris Flow Deformation”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.
Notices
Acting Assistant Branch Chief:  As Harry Jenter will be out of the office this week and Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of next week, Michael Doughten will serve as Acting Assistant Branch Chief.
Chief Scientist for Hydrology Vacancy Announcement:  The USGS Chief Scientist for Hydrology serves as a leader of USGS Water programs, works closely with other USGS science discipline leadership and Regional Executives, and leads the National Research Program (NRP).  The NRP conducts basic and problem oriented hydrologic research in support of the mission of the U.S. Geological Survey.  Please contact Matt Larsen (mclarsen@usgs.gov) if you have any questions.  The vacancy announcement is now open.  There are four announcements - one for each classification series.

For Hydrologists:  

http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/ftva.asp?OpmControl=1311205
For Physical Scientists:   
http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/ftva.asp?OpmControl=1311195
For Geologists: 

http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/ftva.asp?OpmControl=1311216
For Biologists:  

http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/ftva.asp?OpmControl=1311186
Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater:  Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater is now available online to USGS employees. Methods are full text searchable, and individual methods are identified as new, revised, and USEPA-approved.  The web interface to Standard Methods vendor is not user-friendly; it makes it look like each search requires an "order" or "purchase".  In fact, access has been paid for by the library on behalf of USGS staff, and scientists can download the files for free.

Standard Methods may be accessed from the Major Reference Works link at: http://internal.usgs.gov/library/Find/Books_Maps_and_More/major_reference_works.html.  Detailed step-by-step instructions on how to access the resource are available by clicking on the additional information icon [image: image1.wmf] next to the Standard Methods link on the library website.  Standard Methods may also be accessed directly at http://www.standardmethods.org/.  No additional log in or password is necessary.
2008 Listening Session with Senior Leadership:  Director Myers will hold the 2008 Listening Session with Senior Leadership on September 17, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Dallas Peck Auditorium.  This session will give employees a chance to talk with members of the Executive Leadership Team, Regional Executives, and Chief Scientists.  Senior leadership wants to hear from you and answer your questions, ranging from Science strategy, bureau planning, or whatever is on your mind.  WebEx will be available for remote attendance by Headquarters and Eastern Region employees.
Improve Your Search Skills…Science Direct and Scopus Training:  On August 13 at 10:00 AM the Denver library will have Armond DiRado, a trainer with Elsevier, here for an onsite training session on the Scopus citation database and ScienceDirect electronic journals site.  A Webex training session will also be available for offsite Central Region employees at 1:00 MDT. Use the following link to register for the Webex session: https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=107907522&RG=1&UID=0.  Scopus is the world’s largest multi-disciplinary citations and abstracts database indexing more than 15,000 journals. ScienceDirect provides full-text access to more than 2500 journals and 6000 books.  Scopus and ScienceDirect are available to all USGS employees through the USGS Digital Desktop Library at: http://internal.usgs.gov/library.  This free training session is open to all USGS employees.  For more information please contact the Denver library reference desk at 303-236-1000.
New Interdisciplinary E-Journal Available:  Ecohydrology, a new title from Wiley InterScience, is now available to USGS employees bureau-wide though the USGS Library.  Ecohydrology is an international journal publishing original scientific and review papers that aim to improve understanding of processes at the interface between ecology and hydrology and associated applications related to environmental management.  Ecohydrology may accessed at: 
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/jtoc/114209870/ and is listed in the USGS Library A-Z Electronic Journals list at: http://internal.usgs.gov/library/Find/Articles_and_Journals/int_ejls_search.html.
Digital Desktop Links to Open Access Journals:  The Digital Desktop Library now offers a set of links to facilitate navigation to open access scientific journals and scholarly publications, which can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/library/Find/Articles_and_Journals/index.html#OpenAccess.  Open access journals use funding models that do not charge readers or their institutions for online access to full-text content. 
The Denver Library Photo Collection:  The USGS Photographic Collection is a national treasure held in trust by the Central Region USGS Library.  This archival collection of photographs dating from the 1870’s includes works of such pioneer photographers as W.H. Jackson, J.K. Hillers, and T. Moran.  Images from the Photo Collection are being scanned and added to the Library’s historic photo website at: http://libraryphoto.cr.usgs.gov/.  38,000 photos are available and may be searched by caption keywords or browsed by photographer or topic.  Scanned images of these photos are in the public domain and can be viewed and downloaded at a variety of resolutions free of charge.  For more information please contact the library reference desk at 303-236-1000 or e-mail den_lib@usgs.gov.

SmartPay Charge Card Program Transition:  The current Department of the Interior (DOI) charge card program with Bank of America expires on November 29, 2008.  DOI selected JPMorgan Chase as the new SmartPay2 charge card service provider beginning November 30, 2008.  New charge cards will be issued automatically to current cardholders with open active accounts with the same business lines authorized on existing accounts.  The card delivery schedule is as follows:

Account Type

Delivery Schedule

Fleet Accounts
Estimated delivery is October 15, 2008

Integrated Accounts
Estimated delivery is November 19, 2008

Corporate Accounts
Estimated delivery is October 22, 2008

Bank of America charge cards shall be used through November 29, 2008.  New cards issued by JPMorgan Chase may be activated upon receipt but will not be available for use until November 30, 2008.  A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page has been posted on the SmartPay intranet page at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/smartpay/SmartPay2-FAQs.html containing data conversion and transition information.  Information will be updated as necessary so we encourage all cardholders to visit this site regularly in order to stay informed.  If you have questions or concerns, you may contact Lisa Zukowski at (703) 648-7347, Margaret Seaboy at (703) 648-7350 or e-mail GS Help ChargeCard@usgs.gov.
Emergency Preparedness and Continuity of Operations Training for National Center Employees:  Please mark your calendars now for important training that will be available in October.  During October, National Fire Prevention month, the Safety and Environmental Management Branch will provide training on the National Center Occupant Emergency Plan (OEP) and Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP).  This training addresses employee responsibilities in the event of a terrorist attack, fire, chemical spill, natural disaster or other emergency.  Five “Floor Team Member” sessions and five “General Employee” sessions are scheduled for October 7, 8, and 9, plus a Fire Extinguisher Training on October 9.  Those unable to attend can view training materials at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/emergencyline.html.  The schedule is:

	Audience
	Date
	Session/Time
	Location

	Floor Team Members
	October 7
	Session One – 10:30-11:30 a.m.
	Auditorium

	
	
	Session Two – 2:30-3:30 p.m.
	

	
	October 8
	Session Three – 9:00-10:00 a.m.
	

	
	
	Session Four – 1:00-2:00 p.m.
	

	
	October 9
	Session Five – 10:30–11:30 p.m.
	

	All Other Employees and Contractors 
	October 7
	Session One – 9:00–10:00 a.m.
	

	
	
	Session Two – 1:00–2:00 p.m.
	

	
	October 8
	Session Three – 10:30–11:30 a.m.
	

	
	
	Session Four – 2:30-3:30 p.m.
	

	
	October 9
	Session Five – 9:00–10:00 a.m.
	

	Fire Extinguisher Training
	October 9
	1:00–2:00 p.m.
	Behind Power

Plant, Near

Salt Bins


Please call or e-mail Sharon Wine, 703-648-7553, swine@usgs.gov should you have questions or need additional information.
USGS Headquarters and Eastern Region Retirement Planning Seminar:  The Retirement Planning Seminar will be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 9 through Wednesday, September 10, 2008, in Room BA102 A&B.  The cost for this two day class is $150.00 per person.  This course will feature information about Federal benefits and will explore options to maximize those benefits for employees considering retirement.  All aspects of FERS/CSRS, transfers and CSRS-offset employees and programs will be examined.  Participants will learn about financial planning and how to become wise financial consumers.  This course will aid in understanding Federal Retirement Benefits and proposed legislation; financial risks and investments; the impact of Social Security on retirement planning; the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP); the importance of estate planning and other legal issues, such as wills, trusts, and powers of attorney.  Please register through the DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov/.  This course is open to all USGS employees.  Spouses are welcome to attend at no additional cost, however they must share materials.  Please contact Melinda Gaber with any questions at 703-648-6824 or msgaber@usgs.gov.  Please contact John Szemraj at 703-648-7761, jszemraj@usgs.gov if you need special accommodation.
Adobe Acrobat/Reader 9 Now Available:  At this time the USGS can only distribute Adobe Reader 9, which can be found for download at http://bwtst.usgs.gov/apps/acrobat/9/reader.html.  The USGS does not have an enterprise or site license for Adobe Acrobat, so version 9 would have to be purchased.  If you would like further information on Adobe Acrobat/Reader 9, please contact Keith Kirk at kkirk@usgs.gov or Phil Redman pjredman@usgs.gov.

Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

August 22
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and student services
August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

August 20 MERSA (Methicillin-Resistant Staph Aureus)

Presented by the Health Unit (Power Point Presentation)

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-215

Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Stubbins, Aron, Hubbard, Vesper, Uher, Guenther, Law, C.S., Upstill-Goddard, R.C., Aiken, G.R., and Mopper, Kenneth, 2008, Relating carbon monoxide photoproduction to dissolved organic matter functionality: Environmental Science and Technology, v. 42, p. 3271-3276.

Vincent, K.R. and Andrews, E.D., 2008, Depositional settings of sand beaches along whitewater rivers:  River Research and Applications, v. 24: 771-788. DOI: 10.1002/rra.1079.

McCabe, G.J., Betancourt, J.L., Gray, S.T., Palecki, M.A., and Hidalgo, H.G., 2008,

Associations of multi-decadal sea-surface temperature variability with U.S. drought: 

Quaternary International, v. 188, p. 31-40.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Constantz, J., 2008, Analysis of sediment-temperature gradients to determine stream exchanges with ground water,  in  Rosenberry, D.O. and LaBaugh, J.W., eds., Field Techniques for Estimating Water Fluxes between Surface Water and Ground Water. U.S. Geol. Surv. Techniques and. Methods 4-D2, Ch. 4, 115-128.

Gooseff, M.N., Bencala, K.E., and Wondzell, S.M., 2005, Solute transport along stream and river networks, in Rice, S.P., Roy, A.G., and Rhoads, B.L., eds., River Confluences, Tributaries and the Fluvial Network. Chap 18, p 395-417, John WIley & Sons, Ltd.

Hostettler, F.D., Bekins, B.A., Rostad, C.E., and Herkelrath, W.N., 2008, Response to Commentary on Observed Methanogenic Biodegradation Progressions. Environmental Forensics, vol. 9, p. 121–126.

Kulp, T.R., Hoeft, S.E., Asao, M., Madigan, M.T., Hollibaugh, J.T., Fisher, J.C., Stolz, J.F., Culbertson, C.W., Miller, L.G. and Oremland, R.S., 2008, Arsenic(III) fuels anoxygenic photosynthesis in hot spring biofilms from Mono Lake, California. Science vol. 321, p. 967 - 970.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  USAJOBS at http://www.usajobs.gov/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. USAJOBS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Over (








