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August 4 – August 8, 2008

Seminars

Tuesday, August 12, Tim A. Moore, Vice President Technical Services, Arrow Energy International Ltd., Brisbane Australia; Adjunct Professor, University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand, “Adventures in the Land of the Long White Cloud: Lessons Learned Along the Road of Coalbed Methane Development in New Zealand”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, August 21, Eleanor Griffin, USGS, Boulder, CO, “Determining Effects of Woody Vegetation on Flow and Sediment Transport During Floods”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Bob Hirsch Podcast:  Bob Hirsch talks about why he stepped down as Associate Director for Water, what he thinks of the state of the USGS and its water research, the kind of person new AD for Water Matt Larsen is, and much more. Bob's podcast can be heard at: http://communities.usgs.gov/oc_blogs/corecast/?p=87&from=rss_core.
FY 2008 Performance Reviews:  The end of FY 2008 is quickly approaching and performance appraisals need to be completed.  Please submit all completed appraisals to Michelle McQuiston by October 1, 2008.  In addition new work plans for every employee will need to be prepared and submitted by October 31, 2008.
POV Mileage Rates:  The mileage reimbursement rate has increased from 50.5 cents per mile to 58.5 cents per mile for use of a privately-owned automobile, when authorized as advantageous to the Government. The increased rate is effective for travel performed on or after August 1, 2008.  In addition, the mileage reimbursement for privately-owned motorcycles will increase from 30.5 per mile to 58.5 cents per mile and the mileage reimbursement for privately-owned airplanes will increase from $1.07 to $1.26 per mile.
MOCC Certification Course:  Department of Interior, Motorboat Operator Certification Course, will be held September 9-12, 2008.  Nominations should be submitted to Eleanor M. Baldigo (ebaldigo@usgs.gov) no later than August 22, 2008. Please submit name, title, address, email address, and account number for each attendee.  Hotel and course information will be forwarded to all attendees.  Each office will be responsible for completing the SF-182, training form and corresponding DOILearrn paperwork.  If you need any other information, please call Bob Winowitch (rbwinowi@usgs.gov) or at (631) 736-0783, ext. 133.

Recall News from the Consumer Product Safety Commission:

· New England Ropes Recalls Climbing Lines Due to Fall Hazard - http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml08/08346.html
Spectrophotometer Needed:  Nancy Simon is looking for a spectrophotometer (perhaps a Spec 20) that she can loan to a student working in the Harrisburg WRD office.  If you have one that she can borrow for about a year please contact Nancy at ext. 5863 or at nssimon@usgs.gov.
Deadlines for Submission of FY08 Requisitions and FY09 Requisitions with October 1, 2008 Starts:

August 8
GSA schedule orders under $500,000 - supplies
Modifications to purchase orders
Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 22
Requisitions for services less than $2,500, construction less than $2,000 and student services
August 29
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2008 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

Physical Exams The Health Unit offers free physical exams, including EKG and blood work, to USGS employees.  Please call the Health Unit to schedule an appointment.

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Fisher, L.F., and Healy, R.W., 2008, Water movement within the unsaturated zone in four agricultural areas of the United States: Journal of Environmental Quality, v. 37, p. 1051-1063, doi:10.2134/jeq2006.0562.
Healy, R.W., Rice, C.A., Bartos, T.T., and McKinley, M.P., 2008, Infiltration from an impoundment for coal-bed natural gas, Powder River Basin, Wyoming—Evolution of water and sediment chemistry: Water Resources Research, v. 44, W06424, doi:10.1029/2007WR006396.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Schaefer, J. R., W. E. Scott, W. C. Evans, J. Jorgenson, R. G. McGimsey, and B. Wang (2008), The 2005 catastrophic acid crater lake drainage, lahar, and acidic aerosol formation at Mount Chiginagak volcano, Alaska, USA: Field observations and preliminary water and vegetation chemistry results, Geochem. Geophys. Geosyst., 9, Q07018, doi:10.1029/2007GC001900.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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