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April 28 – May 2, 2008
Seminars

Tuesday, April 29, Bob Burruss, USGS, Reston, VA, “Geologic Carbon Sequestration and the Conundrum of Dangerous Interference with the Climate System”, Videostreamed, 2:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Wednesday, April 30, Robert D. Jarrett, USGS, NRP, Denver, CO, “Insights in Flood Science Using Paleoflood Hydrology”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.

Thursday, May 1, John F. Slack, Eastern Mineral Resources, “Origin of Stratabound Fe-Co-Cu-Au-Ree Deposits of the Idaho Cobalt Belt”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, May 14, Paul A. Hsieh, USGS, NRP, Menlo Park, CA, “A Bi-State Aquifer Study: Modeling the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie aquifer in Washington and Idaho”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Notices
Welcome to Denise Dade:  We're very pleased to welcome our new Project Assistant Denise Dade, who began work this week.  Denise is replacing Sandy Blackwell and will be sitting in Mailstop 431 (Room 5B134).  Her extension is 5672.  Please stop by to say hello.
Interagency Conference on Watershed Research -- Call For Papers:  The Third Interagency Conference on Research in the Watersheds, "Planning for an Uncertain Future: Monitoring, Integration, and Adaptation", is being organized by the USGS and will be held from September 8-11, 2008, in Estes Park, Colorado. The conference will focus on research conducted in small watersheds and its relevance to managers charged with balancing the needs of society with those of natural ecosystems.  The issues will be placed in the context of climate, geology, geomophology, hydrology, biogeochemisty, ecology, and monitoring in talks, posters, and field trips that follow.  Initial abstracts are due May 2. The $300 registration fee will be reduced for students and waived for private stakeholders. Topics, travel and lodging information, registration, and other details are available at http://www.hydrologicscience.org/icrw/.
2008 USGS National Data Conference:  Online (internal USGS) registration is now available for the 2008 USGS National Data Conference, to be held the week of June 16th-20th at the Grand Hotel and Casino Resort conference center in Tunica, Mississippi. The website address to register and learn more about the conference is:  http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/orh/CHIDER/erdc_2008/registration_erdc2008.htm.  As in previous years, training classes will be an important component of the conference and will take place throughout the conference.  A total of 14 different classes (in 28 sessions) are being offered by USGS and HIF personnel on a wide range of subjects.  In addition, there will be several concurrent topical sessions on a variety of surface water, water quality, and ground-water issues and a poster session.  Approximately 40 vendors will have display booths active for the duration of the conference.  Social events planned for the week include a mixer with entertainment on Tuesday evening and a hospitality room on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday evening.  There may also be a vendor reception on Wednesday evening before hospitality room operations begin.
NRP Scientists Among Recipients of DOI Cooperative Conservation Award:  Two of our BRR/CR colleagues, Kirk Nordstrom and Kirk Vincent, are among the recipients of a Department of the Interior (DOI) Cooperative Conservation Award.  The Cooperative Conservation Award is a DOI Honor Award established to recognize cooperative conservation achievements that include collaborative activity among a diverse range of entities.  This award enables the Secretary to acknowledge in one award the contributions of both Interior and non-Interior personnel.  Overall, this award recognizes outstanding conservation results that have been produced primarily because of the engagement and contributions of many partners.  Animas River Stakeholders Group, Colorado, was recognized for their role in remediating the effects of historic mines in southwestern Colorado’s San Juan Mountains that  release toxic metals.  A diverse coalition formed the Animas River Stakeholders Group to improve water quality and support communities through tourism and outdoor recreation.  The Group has raised more than $35 million and has completed roughly 50 remediation projects in the Animas River Watershed, resulting in substantial improvements in water quality.  Kirk Nordstrom and Kirk Vincent are among the contributors to this effort.  Congratulations, Kirk and Kirk!

USGS Plans to Provide Free Landsat Data:   The USGS has announced a timeline to make all Landsat data available free of charge by February 2009.  This change in policy will be great boon to global-change researchers, in particular, because Landsat provides consistent data back to 1972.  Please visit http://landsat.usgs.gov for more information.

Western States Water Council Liaison Opportunity:  WRD Senior Staff is promoting a new opportunity for a USGS staff member (GS-13,14,15) to serve on a two-year IPA with the Western States Water Council in Salt Lake City Utah. The USGS is working with six other Federal Agencies to better coordinate water-resources programs with the Western States Water Council and its 17 member Western States.  The USGS is participating as a member of the newly formed Western States Federal Support Team, and one of the first initiatives of this group will be to jointly fund a liaison to the Western States Water Council in Salt Lake City. The position will be jointly funded by the six Federal Agencies and the liaison will be selected from within current staff of those agencies. It is envisioned that the Liaison will serve on an IPA for two years, with the possible option to continue for two additional years (based on the concurrence of all parties). The Federal Liaison Team will fund this position, provide a reduced per diem rate for the tenure of the Liaison in Salt Lake  City, and travel and other OE funds as needed. The successful candidate for this position will be knowledgeable of western water issues, experienced in dealing with multiple Federal and State water resources agencies, and have strong communication and relationship building skills.  Questions regarding this position should be directed to Ward Staubitz at (703) 648-5061.

Defensive Driver Training and Possible Insurance Discount:  Employees, volunteers, and contractors who drive government-owned, leased or rented vehicles are required to take a Defensive Driving class every 3 years. "NSC Defensive Driving II" is an online training in DOI LEARN that qualifies for this training.  In addition, upon successful completion of this course, check with your insurance company; they might give you a discount on your personal vehicle insurance. 

Special Session on Wildfire and Geomorphology at ICG:  There will be a special session on Wildfire and Geomorphology at the upcoming 7th International Conference on Geomorphology to be held 7-12 July, 2009 in Melbourne, Australia.  Additional information is available at the conference website, http://www.geomorphology2009.com.
Thank You from the Troops:  Over the holiday season 3 very large boxes full of donations were sent to a Marine Disbursing unit in Iraq.  The Noncommissioned Officer In-Charge of the unit wanted to express his sincere gratitude.  He and his 58 troops arrived safely back in the country in late March.  They enjoyed the packages and were extremely thankful for the thoughts of the USGS.
Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with the USGS.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of their resume.

· A student at Virginia Tech.  She is interested in gaining experience in the science field, particularly is interest in chemistry and biology.  Her course work includes General Chemistry I & II, General Chemistry Lab I & II, Principles of Biology I & II, and Principles of Biology Lab I & II.
· A Freshman at Radford University who is majoring in Biology.  He is interested in working in the lab or field.  His coursework includes Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Exploring Earth, and Environmental Biology.

· A Freshman at the University of North Dakota who is majoring in Forensic Science.  He is interested in building on his existing general scientific knowledge.  His coursework includes Chemistry, Calculus, and Criminology.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

May 7 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

June 4 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

July 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102B

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Sacramento County, CA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0032 and the position closes on May 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Director, Kentucky Water Science Center, Jeffersontown, KY. The announcement number is ER-2008-0171 and the position closes on May 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Assistant Water Science Chief for Hydrologic Investigations and Research, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX. The announcement number is CR-2008-0423 and the position closes on May 2.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Midwest, Regional Director's Office - Eastern Region, Ann Arbor, MI. The announcement number is SES-2008-0005 and the position closes on May 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX. The announcement number is CR-2008-0467 and the position closes on May 6.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Chief, Branch of Regional Research, Western Region, National Research Program, Menlo Park, CA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0369 and the position closes on May 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0360 and the position closes on May 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief, North Texas Program Office, Texas Water Science Center, Fort Worth, TX. The announcement number is CR-2008-0536 and the position closes on May 12.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Nevada Water Science Center, Henderson, NV. The announcement number is WR-2008-0395 and the position closes on May 13.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Southern Nevada Studies Program, Nevada Water Science Center, Henderson, NV. The announcement number is WR-2008-0403 and the position closes on May 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Minnesota Water Science Center, Mounds View, MN. The announcement number is CR-2008-0495 and the position closes on May 14.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due By May 16, 2008:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before May 16, 2008.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2008 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://bwtst.usgs.gov/apps/ie/DOI_Learn/.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at oeddoilearn@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Nordstrom, D.K., 2008, Questa baseline and pre-mining ground-water quality investigation. 25. Summary of results and baseline and pre-mining ground-water geochemistry, Red River Valley, Taos County, New Mexico, 2001-2005: U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1728, 111p.

Schuster, P.F., Shanley, J.B., Marvin-Dipasquale, M., Reddy, M.M., Aiken, G.R., Roth, D.A., Taylor, H.E., Krabbenhoft, D.P., and DeWild, J.F., 2008, Mercury and organic carbon dynamics during runoff episodes from a Northeastern USA watershed: Water Air Soil Pollution, v. 187, p. 89-108 DOI 10.1007/s11270-007-9500-3.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Hurtwitz, S., Kumar, A., Taylor, R., and Heasler, H., 2008, Climate-induced variations of geyser periodicity in Yellowstone National Park, USA:  Geology, v. 36, p. 451-454.

Schuster, P.F., Shanley, J.B., Marvin-Dipasquale, M., Reddy, M.M., Aiken, G.R., Roth, D.A., Taylor, H.E., Krabbenhoft, D.P., and DeWild, J.F., 2008, Mercury and organic carbon dynamics during runoff episodes from a northeastern USA watershed:  Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, v. 187, p. 89-108.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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