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April 21 – April 25, 2008
Seminars

Tuesday, April 22, Marilee Horn, USGS Hydrologist, New Hampshire/Vermont Water Science Center, “Empirical Approaches for Estimating Water Use: Seacoast Water Availability Study”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, April 22, David Selkowitz, Alaska Science Center, “National Land Cover Database 2001 for Alaska”, Visitors Center, 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 24, Marcia Robinson, USGS Mendenhall Program, “Extending Sea-Surface Temperature Estimates into High Latitudes: A Multi-proxy Approach”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.

Friday, April 25, Nick King, Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), “GBIF and Biodiversity research DATA”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, April 29, Bob Burruss, USGS, Reston, VA, “Geologic Carbon Sequestration and the Conundrum of Dangerous Interference with the Climate System”, Videostreamed, 2:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Wednesday, April 30, Robert D. Jarrett, USGS, NRP, Denver, CO, “Insights in Flood Science Using Paleoflood Hydrology”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.

Notices
Welcome to Nancy Padilla:  We're very pleased to welcome our new Project Assistant Nancy Padilla, who began work last week.  Nancy is replacing Marge Shapira and comes to us from 6th floor where she worked for the Office of Administrative Policy and Services.  She will be sitting in Mailstop 432 (Room 5B336) and her extension is 5465.  Please stop by to say hello.

Call for Abstracts – U.S. Geological Survey Workshop on Interdisciplinary Microbiology:  U.S. Geological Survey's microbiology efforts span the disciplines and cover many broad research areas, including wildlife health and disease, microbial ecology, public health and water quality, geomicrobiology and ecosystem function.  Consequently, the USGS is holding an internal USGS interdisciplinary microbiology workshop this Fall.  The workshop will be held October 15-17, 2008, in Estes Park, Colorado, and will provide an opportunity to facilitate USGS collaborations and provide a better understanding of ongoing research activities among USGS microbiologists.  The seven themes selected for presentations are, Ecology of Wildlife and Fish Disease, Mechanisms of Fish and Wildlife Disease, Microbial Ecology, Geographic Patterns/Visualization, Health and Water Quality, Geomicrobiology and Ecosystem Function. The deadline for abstract submission is May 30, 2008.  Abstracts are limited to 2500 characters.  Submitters should designate either platform or poster format.  Abstracts, and any questions, should be submitted electronically to Kay Marano Briggs, at kmbriggs@usgs.gov.
Online Registration for USGS National Ground-Water Workshop:   Online registration is now available for the 2008 USGS National Ground-Water Workshop, which will be held the week of August 4-8 at the USGS National Training Center and Sheraton Denver West Hotel, Lakewood, Colorado.  To register and learn more about the Workshop go to http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/ogw/gw2008/.  As in previous years, training classes held at the USGS National Training Center will be an important component of the Workshop. A total of 31 classes are being offered on a wide range of subjects.  In addition, there will be several concurrent topical sessions on a variety of ground-water issues and poster sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.  Social events include receptions during each of the poster sessions and a barbecue picnic on Thurday night.  Participants are encouraged to register soon. Historically, the training classes have been very popular and seats fill quickly.

Special Session on "Plant-Based Strategies" at GSA Annual Meeting:  Our Nevada WSC colleague Brian Andraski is among the convenors of a special session on “Plant-based Strategies for Hydraulic Control, Monitoring, Attenuation, and Remediation of Contaminants in Soil and Ground Water” planned for the Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of America (GSA) in Houston, Texas, on October 5-9, 2008.  Abstracts are due by June 3; the electronic submission form is available at http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/index.epl. Brian's session is Topical Session 150.

Special Session in Honor of Jacob Rubin at GSA Annual Meeting:  There will be a special session honoring our late BRR/WR colleague Jacob Rubin (1919-2007) at the Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of America (GSA) in Houston, Texas, on October 5-9, 2008.  The session is called "A Celebration of Soil Science, Solute Transport, and National-Scale Water-Quality Research:  In Honor of Jacob Rubin".  Both original work and retrospectives are welcome.  Our BRR/WR colleague Dave Stonestrom is a co-convenor of the Rubin session, and the abstract deadline is June 3.  For more information see http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/index.epl. 

Paul Hsieh to Receive DSA:  Our BRR/WR colleague Paul Hsieh will receive the Distinguished Service Award (DSA) at the DOI Honor Awards Convocation on May 13 in the Main Interior Auditorium, Washington, D.C.   The DSA is the highest Departmental award that can be granted to a career employee.  Paul will be honored for his outstanding service to the USGS in the area of hydrogeology.  Congratulations, Paul!

New Associate Director for Geology:  Suzette M. Kimball was selected as the 20th person to lead the geology programs in the USGS and the first woman to hold the position.  Dr. Kimball has exceptional leadership qualities, combining innovative methods and creativity.  As the Eastern Region Director since 2004 and Eastern Regional Executive for Biology from 1998-2004, she was a driving force in fostering a multidisciplinary, integrated approach to science and intergovernmental activities. Dr. Kimball received her B.A. in English from the College of William & Mary, an M.S. in Geology/Geophysics from Ball State University and a Ph.D. in Environmental Sciences/Coastal and Oceanographic Processes from the University of Virginia.  She has held faculty appointments at the University of Virginia and the College of William and Mary and numerous elected positions with professional scientific societies.  She is a licensed professional geologist and has received the Meritorious Service Award, the Secretary's Executive Leadership Award, the Secretary’s Gold-level Executive Leadership Award, and the Presidential Rank Award in 2002 and again in 2007.

New HIF Chief:  Myron Brooks, current Director of the Wyoming Water Science Center (WSC) has been selected as the new Chief of the USGS Hydrologic Instrumentation Facility at Stennis Space Center, Mississippi.  Myron brings extensive practical experience as a manager and scientist and a strong understanding of WSC field operations.  He expects to report to the HIF in late June.  Myron began his career in the Georgia District as a GS-4 Hydrologic Technician in 1979 following his graduation from Emory College with a B.S. in Biology.  He transferred to the Central Region Branch of the National Research Program in 1982, working in various assignments there as a research chemist before becoming the assistant Chief of the Branch in 1994.   During his time with NRP Myron earned an M.S. in Geochemistry from the Colorado School of Mines.   He became the Wyoming District Chief in 1998. Congratulations, Myron!

New NRC Postdoctoral Fellow in BRR/CR:  Stephanie Ewing an NRC postdoctoral fellowship will be working with George Aiken and Rob Striegl on carbon and water dynamics between soils and surface waters of the Yukon River Basin.  She will use U and C isotopes to evaluate the contribution of permafrost thaw to DOC in the Yukon River.  Dr. Ewing did her PhD work with Ron Amundson (UC Berkeley, Dept. of Environmental Science, Policy and Management), using multiple isotope systems to evaluate the biogeochemistry of Atacama Desert soils.  Following completion of her PhD last year, she did postdoctoral work with Don DePaolo (UC Berkeley, Dept. of Earth and Planetary Science), including additional Ca isotope analysis of Atacama Desert soils, and work with the California Air Resources Board to evaluate sources of airborne Pb in California using Pb isotopes.  Stephanie will be working in BRR/CR's Boulder, CO office.  Welcome, Stephanie!
Use of OFR Justification Form for Bureau Approval Required Effective May 5:  Some recent confusion has arisen regarding appropriate uses of the Open-File Report (OFR) series.  To clarify, OFRs are designed to meet specific needs; they should be used for the dissemination of information that must be released immediately to meet a public need or for information that is not sufficiently refined to warrant publication in one of the other USGS series.  To address the confusion, the following change will be implemented for all OFRs that are submitted for Bureau approval.  This change applies to OFRs submitted from BRR-ER and from WSCs in the Northeast (except the NJ and NY WSCs) and Midwest Areas.Effective May 5, 2008, any Open-File Report (OFR) submitted for Bureau approval to a WSC Director or to ER must be submitted with an OFR Justification Form. No OFRs will be processed for Bureau approval without this form.  A copy of the OFR Justification Form is available under the Toolbox at the FSP website http://internal.cr.usgs.gov/fsp/.   This form should be kept as part of the official report records.  Any questions regarding this policy can be directed to Dorothy H. Tepper, Bureau Approving Official - WRD - Northeast and Midwest Areas, BRR-ER at (703) 648-5815 or dtepper@usgs.gov.
NRP Story on USGS Flood Response:  National Public Radio (NPR) did an interview with Bob Holmes (Office of Surface Water) and some Indiana WSC staff recently during some flood measurement field work.  The interview aired on Morning Edition today and can be heard from the NPR web page at http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89750319.
Job Opportunity at DOE/Basic Energy Sciences:  The Office of Basic Energy Sciences (BES) (http://www.sc.doe.gov/bes/bes.html), Office of Science, US Department of Energy (DOE), is seeking qualified applicants for a career federal position managing the Chemical Physics Program, funding mission-oriented basic science at universities and national laboratories.  The person selected for this position will serve as an expert in gas-phase chemical physics, and have responsibility to plan, coordinate, implement, and evaluate research programs in this field on a national and international level.  The announcement and on-line application instructions can be found via the BES website at http://www.sc.doe.gov/bes/BESjobs.html or directly at USA Jobs: http://jobsearch.usajobs.gov/ftva.asp?seeker=1&JobID=70384207.  Applications must be submitted by 11:00 PM EST on June 11.  The Chemical Physics Program resides in the BES Division of Chemical Sciences, Geosciences, and Biosciences Division, described at http://www.sc.doe.gov/bes/chm/chmhome.html.  For questions about this position and working at BES, please contact Michael Casassa, michael.casassa@science.doe.gov or Eric Rohlfing, eric.rohlfing@science.doe.gov.

Information Technology Security Policy Handbook: The Department of the Interior has issued the Information Technology Security Policy Handbook version 3.1 as the baseline for all DOI and USGS Information Technology security policy.  This Handbook applies to all DOI and USGS information technology systems, the information they contain, their use, operation, development, and maintenance.  Where there is a conflict, this Handbook takes precedence over existing DOI and USGS directives and memoranda regarding IT security policies and standards. You can access the handbook at http://www.myinterior.doi.net/ocio/csd/docs/ITSecurityHandbook/PHB_09172007compat_MASTER_Final_651.doc.  For additional information, please visit http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/security/policy_2008_supplemental_details.html.  If you have questions, please contact Jan Holland, Bureau IT Security Manager, at (703) 648-7169 or via e-mail at jholland@usgs.gov. 

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS):  The subject program is designed to enable Japanese researchers to invite their foreign colleagues to Japan to participate in cooperative work and other academic activities at Japan's Public Works Research Institute.  To learn more about the JSPS, please see http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/main.htm.

Subcommittee on Hydrology (SOH) Newsletter Available:  Information about the Subcommittee on Hydrology, its activities and its Work Groups can be found at http://acwi.gov/hydrology/index.html.  The SOH is under the Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI) and is chaired by our USGS colleague, Steve Blanchard, Chief of the Office of Surface Water.

Upcoming Training Session on the Use of Online Bibliographic Databases:  On April 28, 2008 in the Visitor Center from 1:00 to 2:30, there will be a training session given by Kimberly Bastian of ProQuest, illustrating the use of the CSA Databases.  These databases include: Aqualine, BioOne Abstracts and Indexes, Earthquake Engineering Abstracts, GeoRef, Industrial and Applied Microbiology Abstracts, and Water Resources Abstracts.   Please contact Bob Bier at rbier@usgs.gov if you would like to attend.

Upcoming Training Course - Championing Diversity:  The USGS will offer three diversity training opportunities this week.  A 4-hour course for managers and supervisors will be offered from 8:00 to 12:00 on April 23 and will be repeated again on April 24.  This course meets the mandatory annual diversity training requirement for supervisors. A 2- hour course for non-supervisory employees will be offered from 1:00 to 3:00 on April 23. Registration for either training is through DOI Learn.

Instructions for Providing Proper Receipts for Federal Express Charges: The receipt that is required to be attached to your bankcard statement, and kept in your log, is a receipt that shows the exact total charge.  Most of us are printing a receipt at time of shipping which is only an estimate of the cost.  The proper receipt can be printed at fedex.com under the "manage view/pay bills" section online.  If you need assistance with finding the proper receipt, please contact Emerson.
USGS Library Virtual Open House:  The USGS Library is hosting a Virtual Open House highlighting its new products and services.  Everyone is invited to take a look at the USGS Digital Desktop Library website, http://internal.usgs.gov/library, with links to the various electronic journals, books, and services available at your desktop.  Additionally, the new Library News Service using a Rich Site Summary (RSS) feed service is now available from the library homepage.
Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with the USGS.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of their resume.

· A Freshman at Mary’s College of Maryland who is majoring in Chemistry.  He interested in gaining work experience in the chemistry field through lab and field work.  He also was a USGS student this past summer and is eager to return.

· A Freshman at the University of Mary Washington who is majoring in Sociology.  She is interested in working in the science field, and hopes to lab and field work.  Her coursework includes AP Calculus, Calculus II, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, and AP Statistics.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

May 7 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

June 4 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

July 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102B

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Carnelian Bay Field Office, California Water Science Center, Carnelian Bay, CA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0306 and the position closes on April 25.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Northwest, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Seattle, WA. The announcement number is SES-2008-0017 and the position closes on April 28.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Alaska, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Anchorage, AK. The announcement number is SES-2008-0008 and the position closes on April 28.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Southwest, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Sacramento County, CA. The announcement number is SES-2008-0013 and the position closes on April 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL. The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0071 and the position closes on April 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL. The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0070 and the position closes on April 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX, CR-2008-0467 and the position closes on April 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Poway Field Office, California Water Science Center, Poway, CA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0387 and the position closes on April 30.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Sacramento County, CA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0032 and the position closes on May 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Director, Kentucky Water Science Center, Jeffersontown, KY. The announcement number is ER-2008-0171 and the position closes on May 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Assistant Water Science Chief for Hydrologic Investigations and Research, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX. The announcement number is CR-2008-0423 and the position closes on May 2.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Midwest, Regional Director's Office - Eastern Region, Ann Arbor, MI. The announcement number is SES-2008-0005 and the position closes on May 5.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Chief, Branch of Regional Research, Western Region, National Research Program, Menlo Park, CA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0369 and the position closes on May 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA. The announcement number is WR-2008-0360 and the position closes on May 7.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Nevada Water Science Center, Henderson, NV. The announcement number is WR-2008-0395 and the position closes on May 13.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Minnesota Water Science Center, Mounds View, MN. The announcement number is CR-2008-0495 and the position closes on May 14.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due By May 16, 2008:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before May 16, 2008.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2008 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://bwtst.usgs.gov/apps/ie/DOI_Learn/.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at oeddoilearn@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER

McMahon, P.B., Böhlke, J.K., Kauffman, L.J., Kipp, K.L., Landon, M.K., Crandall, C.A., Burow, K.R., and Brown, C.J., 2008, Source and transport controls on the movement of nitrate to public supply wells in selected principal aquifers of the United States, Water Resources Research, Vol. 44 (W04401, doi:10.1029/2007WR006252), p. 1-17.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Thorn, K.A., Pennington, J.C., Kennedy, K.R., Cox, L.G., Hayes, C.A., and Porter, B. E., 2008, N-15 NMR study of the immobilization of 2,4- and 2,6-dinitrotoluene in aerobic compost: Environmental Science and Technology, v. 42, p. 2542-2550.

Kinner, D.A., and Moody, J.A., 2008, Infiltration and Runoff Measurements on Steep Burned Hillslopes Using a Rainfall Simulator with Variable Rain Intensities: U.S. Geological Survey, Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5211, 64 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Barnett, M.O., and Kent, D.B., eds., 2008, Adsorption of Metals by Geomedia II:  Variables, Mechanisms, and Model Applications:  Amsterdam, Elsevier, 474 p.

Bond, D.L., Davis, J.A., and Zachara, J.M., 2008, Uranium(VI) release from contaminated vadose zone sediments:  Estimation of potential contributions from dissolution and desorption in Barnett, M.O., and Kent, D.B., eds., Adsorption of Metals by Geomedia II:  Variables, Mechanisms, and Model Applications:  Amsterdam, Elsevier, p. 375-416.

Kent, D.B., Davis, J.A., Joye, J., and Curtis, G.P., 2008, Influence of variable chemical conditions on EDTA-enhanced transport of metal ions in mildly acidic groundwater:  Environmental Pollution, v. 153, p. 44-52.

Wallace, C.S.A., Webb, R.H., and Thomas, K.A., 2007, Estimation of perennial vegetation cover distribution in the Mojave Desert using MODIS-EVI data:  GIScience and Remote Sensing, v. 45, p.167-187, doi:10.2747/1548-1603.45.2.1.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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