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April 7 – April 11, 2008
Seminars

Wednesday, April 9, Lee De Cola, Eastern Geographic Science Center, “A Graph Theoretic Representation of Land Cover Data”, Room 2A-436, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 10, Joan Fitzpatrick, USGS Physical Scientist, “What Can Past Climate Variability and Change in the Arctic Tell Us?”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, April 10, Elizabeth J. Jones, NRP, BRR/ER, “Laboratory Studies of Biogenic Methane Production from Coal by Microbial Consortia: Identifying Organisms, Reactions and Intermediates”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Call for Entries for the 2008 Shoemaker Communication Awards:  Communication is an essential component of the USGS mission; it gives visibility and voice to our science so it can be used to make a difference in our changing world. Every year, effectiveness in communication is recognized through the USGS Shoemaker Communication Awards competition.  The Shoemaker competition comprises three types of awards:

1. The Eugene M. Shoemaker Award for Lifetime Achievement in Communications - This award is given to honor a scientist who creates excitement and enthusiasm for science among non-scientists. The USGS Executive Leadership Team selects the winner. 

2. The Shoemaker Awards for External Communication Excellence - These awards recognize informational products that effectively convey complex scientific concepts to nontechnical audiences. Products are accepted in the following media categories: Print, Large-Format Print, World Wide Web, Audio/visual, Exhibits and Events, and Multi-Product. 

3. The Shoemaker Awards for Excellence in Internal Communication - These awards recognize efforts to convey scientific, operational, or administrative information to USGS employees in a clear, concise, timely, and effective manner. Entries will be judged by a panel of communications experts; up to three winning entries will be selected.

Nominations and complete entry packages for all Shoemaker Awards are due by COB May 9, 2008, no exceptions. Instructions, nomination and entry forms, eligibility requirements, selection criteria, and lists of previous winners are available at http://internal.usgs.gov/communications/shoemaker.
Geoinformatics 2008 Conference:  The conference provides an international forum for researchers and educators from earth and planetary sciences, and information technology/computer science to present new data, data analysis, modeling techniques, visualization schemes or technologies as they relate to developing the cyberinfrastructure for the geosciences.  This year's conference will highlight discovery, integration, management, and visualization of geoscience data with the goal of improving our understanding of the processes that have shaped the earth and our environment over time. The conference will be held 11-13 June, 2008 at GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam (GFZ) in Potsdam, Germany.  The abstract submission deadline is April 30, 2008.  For more information visit <http://www.gfz-potsdam.de/gi2008>.  Please note that USGS attendees must submit a DI 1175 Foreign Travel Certificate by April 25 (45 days prior to your travel).
International Conference on Water Scarcity, Global Changes and Groundwater Management Responses:  The subject conference will be held from 1 to 5 December, 2008 at the University of California, Irvine, US.  This Conference is jointly convened by UNESCO-IHP, the University of California, Irvine and the USGS, with the organizational support of the US IHP National Committee and several other international partners.  The deadline for submission of abstracts has been extended to 15 June, 2008.  This Conference seeks to bring together leading water management and climate change experts, scientists and engineers, policymakers, lawyers and economists, and executives of water services of local and regional authorities.  Among other objectives, the Conference will present innovative and appropriate technologies to address water scarcity and global change effects on water availability and quality, explore the specific scientific and technical tools for groundwater studies and management, and discuss how to incorporate such technologies into short-term decision-making and long-term water management and policy-making.  Conference details are available at http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/IHP/scarce_water_second.pdf.
Support for NAWQA from ES&T:  A recent editorial piece in the journal Environmental Science and Technology (ES&T) expressed strong support for USGS water-quality programs, particularly NAWQA -- see http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2008/mar/policy/nl_usgswater.html.
USGS and CDC Release Online Report on Water Quality in Domestic Wells:  The USGS, in collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), has released an online report on the occurrence of 11 priority water-quality constituents in domestic wells located in 16 states (http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2007/5213/).  Measures of water-quality, water use, and other geospatial data (such as for land use and hydrogeology) are compiled, mapped and tabulated for each state that is participating in CDC's Environmental Public Health Tracking Program (EPHT).  The states are California, Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, Maryland, Maine, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Washington, and Wisconsin.  The overall purpose of the study is to demonstrate, through a pilot effort, how USGS water-quality, water-use, and associated geospatial data can be integrated in the CDC EPHT network, which is a relatively new nationwide, network of  existing  health and environmental data bases.  The 11 water-quality constituents selected for the pilot study included arsenic, atrazine, benzene, deethylatrazine, manganese, nitrate, perchloroethene (PCE), radon, strontium, trichloroethene (TCE), and uranium. USGS samples were collected using nationally consistent field and analytical methodology.  The newly released study, titled “ Summary of Selected U.S. Geological Survey Data on Domestic Well Water Quality for the Centers for Disease Control’s National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program" by Roy C. Bartholomay, Janet M. Carter, Sharon L. Qi, Paul J. Squillace, and Gary L. Rowe, is available on-line at: http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2007/5213/.  The USGS anticipates the release of a comprehensive national analysis of domestic wells in summer 2008.

Physics Today Article Addresses Trends in Hydrology of the Western US:  The April 2008 issue of Physics Today contains an article entitled "Trends in the hydrology of the western US bear the imprint of manmade climate change".  The article discusses several recent scientific papers on the subject of western climate trends. Among the 9 papers cited, are 5 which have one or more USGS hydrologists as co-authors, including a number of our NRP colleagues.
Interim Performance Reviews:  This is a reminder to supervisors that April is the month for interim performance reviews. Please ensure that you have the original Performance Plan for each of your employees while conducting the review. Once the review has been completed please forward a copy of the front page of the performance plan with the interim review information to Michelle McQuiston at MS 432. We would like to have these completed and filed prior to May 1. If you have any questions please contact Michelle at ext. 5827.
Launch of GovTrip Authorization and Voucher System:  Additional GovTrip Travel Authorization and Vouchering System (TAVS) training for all travel arrangers will begin the last week of April.  Soon afterword all Authorizations and Vouchers will be processed through this system.
GovTrip Comment Submission Process Available:  The Office of Administrative Policy and Services has developed a process to receive and track comments related to the new GovTrip Travel System.   They have developed Form 9-3120 GovTrip Comment that is available in the USGS Lotus Forms at https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/welcome.nsf.  You may use this form to provide your feedback, both positive and negative.  Of course, if you have an immediate need, you should continue to submit an email to the GS Help GovTrip mailbox in order to receive help.
Farewell Nosheen:  Nosheen Anwar will be leaving the Branch for a new position with the Transportation Security Administration.  Her last day is this Friday, April 11th.  Please stop by and wish her well!!  Thank you Nosheen for all of your hard work and dedication to the Branch.
National Center Fitness Center Opens April 9:  A new fitness center, located in the basement of the J.W. Powell Federal Building, Room BB116, will open this Wednesday, April 9 at 11:30 a.m..  The Fitness Center features a 5-stationed universal weight trainer, treadmills, recumbent bikes, elliptical trainers, a 5-100 pound dumbbell weight set with accompanying weight benches, and stretching mats. The Fitness Center has a 680 square foot maple fitness floor for group exercise classes. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has contracted with the Federal Occupational Health (FOH) to staff and manage the Fitness Center.  Cynthia Strong, the new full-time Wellness Fitness Specialist (WFS), is ready to begin handling the enrollment and orientation process for those interested in using the facility.  You can reach Cynthia at 703-648-7335, or visit the new facility in room BB116.  Enrollment and use of the facility is free and open to all USGS federal employees except those seeking reimbursement for the use of an outside fitness center through the National Center Physical Fitness Program.  Access to the facility will be based on the honor system; each user will sign onto a PC located in the Fitness Center.  Hours of operation will be Monday through Friday, 6:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.  If you have any questions regarding the Fitness Center, please contact Marylou Pectol at mpectol@usgs.gov (or 703-648-6616).
Earth Day Privately-owned Electronics Recycling Event:  CDM eCycling will host a free recycling event on April 23, 2008 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm in the National Center "O" Parking Lot for USGS and DOI employees in the Reston/Herndon area only.  The following privately-owned items will be accepted for recycling: PCs/CPUs, monitors, printers, fax machines, scanners, copiers, Mac systems, cables/cords, keyboards, terminals, manuals, software, hard drives, circuit boards, stereos, radios, speakers, a/v equipment, networking equipment, cell phones, telephones, wire, typewriters and microwave ovens.  TV's will be accepted for recycling, but will be charged a $10 handling fee due to certain restrictions. This event is only for privately-owned equipment.  No government property will be accepted.  For more information, please call (703) 648-7276. Due to increased incidences of identity theft, it is strongly recommended that employees remove personal data from computers, cell phones, and any other items that may contain personal information, before recycling.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a student, at Concord University, looking for summer employment.  She has a double-major in Biology and Chemistry.  Her college coursework includes Statistics, Chemistry I, Chemistry II, and Zoology.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of her resume.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

April 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

April 16 What's Hot in Non-Surgical Cosmetic Procedures

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B-2l5

Presented by Dr. Scott Garrish, Dermatologist

May 7 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

June 4 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

July 9 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102B

If you have any questions regarding this session, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Assistant Director, Montana Water Science Center, Helena, MT.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0425 and the position closes on April 11.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, NAWQA, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0472 and the position closes on April 11.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Idaho Water Science Center, Idaho Falls, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0327 and the position closes on April 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Program Officer - Alaska Area, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0340 and the position closes on April 14.

· Administrative Officer, GS-12, Administrative Officer, National Research Program, Menlo Park, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0349 and the position closes on April 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Oregon Water Science Center, Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0339 and the position closes on April 17.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Assistant Water Science Center Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0423 and the position closes on April 18.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS012, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0467 and the position closes on April 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Carnelian Bay Field Office, California Water Science Center, Carnelian Bay, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0306 and the position closes on April 25.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Northwest, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0017 and the position closes on April 28.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Alaska, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0008 and the position closes on April 28.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Southwest, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Sacramento County, CA.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0013 and the position closes on April 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008---7- and the position closes on April 28.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director's Office - Western Region, Sacramento County, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0032 and the position closes on May 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Director, Kentucky Water Science Center, Jeffersontown, KY.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0171 and the position closes on May 2.

· Hydrologist, SES, Regional Executive - Midwest, Regional Director's Office - Eastern Region, Ann Arbor, MI.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0005 and the position closes on May 5.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Chief, Branch of Regional Research, Western Region, National Research Program, Menlo Park, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0369 and the position closes on May 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0360 and the position closes on May 7.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due By May 16, 2008:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before May 16, 2008.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2008 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://bwtst.usgs.gov/apps/ie/DOI_Learn/.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at oeddoilearn@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Records Management and Orientation to Privacy Act Training Due By August 1, 2008:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER

McMahon, P.B., Böhlke, J.K., Kauffman, L.J., Kipp, K.L., Landon, M.K., Crandall, C.A., Burow, K.R., and Brown, C.J., 2008, Source and transport controls on the movement of nitrate to public supply wells in selected principal aquifers of the United States, Water Resources Research, Vol. 44 (W04401, doi:10.1029/2007WR006252), p. 1-17.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Thorn, K.A., Pennington, J.C., Kennedy, K.R., Cox, L.G., Hayes, C.A., and Porter, B. E., 2008, N-15 NMR study of the immobilization of 2,4- and 2,6-dinitrotoluene in aerobic compost: Environmental Science and Technology, v. 42, p. 2542-2550.

Kinner, D.A., and Moody, J.A., 2008, Infiltration and Runoff Measurements on Steep Burned Hillslopes Using a Rainfall Simulator with Variable Rain Intensities: U.S. Geological Survey, Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5211, 64 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Barnett, M.O., and Kent, D.B., eds., 2008, Adsorption of Metals by Geomedia II:  Variables, Mechanisms, and Model Applications:  Amsterdam, Elsevier, 474 p.

Bond, D.L., Davis, J.A., and Zachara, J.M., 2008, Uranium(VI) release from contaminated vadose zone sediments:  Estimation of potential contributions from dissolution and desorption in Barnett, M.O., and Kent, D.B., eds., Adsorption of Metals by Geomedia II:  Variables, Mechanisms, and Model Applications:  Amsterdam, Elsevier, p. 375-416.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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