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September 3 – September 7, 2007

Seminars

Wednesday, September 5, Lee Florea, USGS, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, “Hydrostratigraphy of the Karst Aquifers of Florida”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 5, Chris Green, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Limited Reactivity of Nitrogen in Unsaturated Zones and Ground Water at Five Agricultural Sites in the United States”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, September 5, Henning Dypvik, University of Oslo, “Did the Mjolnir asteroid impact ignite Barents Sea hydrocarbon source rocks?”, Room 3B-457, 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 6, National Center and Web Ex Seminar, “SPAM Tutorial”, Room 3B-457 or via WebEx (https://usgs.webex.com), 1:00 p.m.
Friday, September 7, Rob Vertessy, Deputy Director of the Water Division, Australian Bureau of Meteorology, “Australia’s New Approach to Federal Water Activities”, Visitors Center, 9:00 a.m.
Friday, September 7, James K. Otton, Uranium Resource Specialist, “World & U.S. Uranium Resources, Production, and Demand”, Room 1B-215, 10:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, September 11, Christopher Swezey, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, Reston, VA, “Caving in Virginia and West Virginia (2002-2007)”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Welcome to Michelle McQuiston:  We're very pleased to welcome our new Branch Secretary Michelle McQuiston, who began work this week.  Michelle is replacing Barbara Cardellichio and comes to us from the Marine Base Camp Lejune.  She will be sitting with Emerson in Room 5B221 and her extension is 5827.  Please stop by to say hello.
International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 2nd Quarter of FY 2008:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 2nd Quarter of FY 2008 (January, February, and March) must submit a formal request by Friday, September 14, 2007.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request to Verne Schneider, vrschnei@usgs.gov, 703-648-5230.  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
Bill Werkheiser Appointed Acting Associate Director for Geology:  Our Eastern Region colleague, Bill Werkheiser, has been appointed Acting Associate Director for Geology.  Bill has been with the USGS for over 21 years in various capacities as a hydrologist and science manager throughout the Northeast Region. More recently, he served for 6 months as the Acting Regional Hydrologist - Northeast Region after the retirement of Cathy Hill, where he provided effective leadership to the Water Resources Districts located throughout the Northeast Region. Since June 2007, he has been on detail to the Eastern Region's Regional Geologist's Office, where he is serving as the Deputy Regional Geologist providing management and oversight to the multidisciplinary science and operational activities in designated Eastern Region science centers.  Congratulations, Bill!

New NAWQA Operations Chief:  Steve Moulton has accepted the position as Operations Chief of the National Water-Quality Assessment Program (NAWQA).  Steve received a BS degree in Biology from Eastern Kentucky University, an MS in Biology from Arkansas State University, and a PhD. in Biology from the University of North Texas, and held a Postdoctoral Research Associate position in Entomology at the Pennsylvania State University.  From 1997-2001, Steve served as supervisor of the National Water Quality Laboratory's Biological Group (Lakewood, CO) where he lead a team of up to 22 biologists in the analysis of benthic invertebrate samples for the NAWQA Program and other USGS cooperative studies.  He also authored and published the NAWQA protocol for benthic invertebrate sample analysis during that time.  In 2001, Steve joined the NAWQA Headquarters staff in Reston, Virginia as the Biological Operations Manager for the Ecological National Synthesis (ENS) Project.  Some of his accomplishments included (1) coordinating biological sample processing and analysis for NAWQA samples at the NWQL and with the Academy of Natural Sciences for NAWQA algal data, (2) leading a team of NAWQA scientists in publishing a revision of the NAWQA ecological field protocols, and (3) coordinating NAWQA ecological field training courses.  Since 2003, Steve has served as Chief of the ENS Project and was responsible for a team of scientists tasked with providing national-scale analyses and assessments in aquatic ecology, including examination of the chemical and physical factors that affect biological condition.  Steve will step in when Walton Low retires in early October 2007.  Congratulations, Steve!
REMINDER - AGU Abstracts – Abstracts are due for the AGU Fall 2007 meeting by September 6 by 2359 UT.  The submission website often gets congested late in the day and submitting early is better than late.  You must receive Branch approval of your abstract before submitting it.  Therefore, you should submit your abstract to Sandy Blackwell for entry in the RTS system no later than noon on September 6 in order to have it reviewed by COB on that day.

AGU Perchlorate Session:  Our BRR/WR colleague Dave Stonestrom is co-convening session H03, " Perchlorate in the Hydrologic Cycle", at the American Geophysical Union (AGU) Fall Meeting (Dec. 10-14, 2007 ) in San Francisco.  Plans include presentations on recent developments in microbial and isotopic systematics of perchlorate, abundances in plants, soils, and ground water, and research on sources and source identification, including case studies documenting the fate and transport of perchlorate in a wide variety of natural and perturbed systems. Please consider attending and participating.  Meeting information is available at http://www.agu.org/meetings/fm07/.  Abstracts must be submitted by the September 6 submission deadline.

Announcement Notice of Opportunity-CUAHSI Early Career Fellowships at Hydrologic Science Synthesis Groups:  The Consortium of Universities for the Advancement of Hydrologic Science, Inc. (CUAHSI) announces the inaugural round of funding to support travel expenses for visiting researchers to participate in research with CUAHSI Hydrologic Science Synthesis Groups. The goals of this program are to enhance collaborations between these groups and the greater hydrologic science community and to provide early career scientists with an opportunity to bolster their professional development in the area of synthesis research. Please see the Notice of Opportunity [1] at www.cuahsi.org/docs/NoO-Travel.pdf for additional information.

Release of MODFLOW-LGR Version 1.1 with Capability to Simulate Multiple Areas of Grid Refinement:  The Office of Ground Water is pleased to announce the release of MODFLOW-LGR version 1.1. This update extends the capability of MODFLOW-LGR to simulate ground-water flow using multiple, block-shaped, nonoverlapping areas of grid refinement (child models) within a coarser grid (parent model). The original version allowed only a single refined grid. The ability to simulate areas of grid refinement can be beneficial in circumstances where hydraulic gradients change substantially over short distances, in regions of site-scale contamination within a regional aquifer where simulations of plume movement are of interest, and in regions requiring detailed representation of hydrogeologic heterogeneity. The new package is documented in USGS report TM6-A21, "MODFLOW-2005, The U.S. Geological Survey modular ground-water model--Documentation of the multiple-refined-areas capability of local grid refinement (LGR) and the boundary flow and head (BFH) package," by Steffen Mehl and Mary Hill, and is available from Internet address: http://pubs.usgs.gov/tm/2007/06A21/.  The updated MODFLOW-LGR code can be accessed from Internet address: http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow2005_lgr/mflgr.html.

Abby Sallenger Receives Shoemaker Award:  Our Eastern Region Geology colleague, Abby Shoemaker has been awarded The Shoemaker Award for Lifetime Achievement in Communication, which honors a USGS scientist who demonstrates great skill in presenting complex concepts to nontechnical audiences. This lifetime achievement award honors the recipient’s skill and enthusiasm for conveying science in multiple media. This year's citation states, in part, "The substantial impact and national recognition of the USGS coastal program is widely recognized as a direct result of Sallenger's efforts—particularly his skills as a communicator. Whether it is a briefing on the Hill, a presentation to the research or local community, or an interview with the media, Sallenger knows how to communicate the value of USGS science and its relevance to the audience in question. He has become the voice of the USGS with respect to hurricanes and coastal change. With an unassuming, can-do manner, Sallenger attends to multiple demands in the face of a hurricane and its aftermath, and he has done so repeatedly—during a single season and year after year—responding to the surge of media requests for interviews, taking reporters into the field, and keeping managers and support personnel informed. His ability to communicate the value of the science reaches from the personal level, inspiring more than 10 of the technicians who have worked for him to continue their education through the doctorate level, to the national level, inspiring major media networks to return for additional, in-depth interviews."  Congratulations, Abby!

NPS Centennial Challenge Projects Eligible for Funding:  The National Park Service announced their list of Centennial Challenge proposals that are eligible for funding pending congressional approval.  The NPS requested $100M for FY 08. All proposals include at least 50 percent matching from non-NPS sources.  The list is available at http://www.nps.gov/2016/.
Jim Kuwabara ES&T Paper An SSRL “Science Highlight”:  The ES&T paper on mercury-speciation in piscivorous fish by BRR/WR’s Jim Kuwabara and colleagues was selected as a Science Highlight for SSRL (Stanford Synchrotron Research Lab) entitled “The Chemical Form of Mercury in the Fish We Eat”.  The URL for the highlight is http://www-ssrl.slac.stanford.edu/research/highlights_archive/ch3hg_trophictrans.html.
SAB Hypoxia Panel Report Released:  The EPA's Science Advisory Board (SAB) Hypoxia panel has released its draft advisory for review and approval by the chartered SAB.  See: http://epa.gov/sab/pdf/8-30-07_hap_draft.pdf.  The main site for the Hypoxia Panel can be found at:

http://epa.gov/sab/panels/hypoxia_adv_panel.htm.
Sustainable Formats for Electronic Records:  The National Archives and Records Administration, NARA, has issued "FAQ about Selecting Sustainable Formats for Electronic Records" which is available at http://www.archives.gov/records-mgmt/initiatives/sustainable-faq.html.  Additionally, NARA has issued "Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about Optical Storage Media:  Storing Temporary Records on CDs and DVDs", which is available at http://www.archives.gov/records-mgmt/initiatives/temp-opmedia-faq.html.  Questions about records management can be directed to Lloyd Woosley (703-648-5028 or Carol Wippich (703-648-7109) a call.
GEM Award Deadline is September 15:  Nominations are now being accepted for the Going the Extra Mile (GEM) Award for the 4th quarter (October 1 - December 31, 2007) for any National Center employee. The award is to recognize those employees who have carried out special projects or for going the extra mile in handling day-to-day emergencies in a positive and professional manner above and beyond the normal requirements of the job. All employees are encouraged to participate and nominate their colleagues. GEM Award recipients will receive a parking permit for the carpool lot for the entire quarter or a monetary award of $150.00 gross. To nominate an individual, please complete the Award Certification form DI-451 and process through supervisory channels to Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief. Nominations must be received by September 15, although we strongly recommend to submit at least a week before the deadline.

New Employee Express Software:  On September 25, 2007, Employee Express will be implementing a new software release which will contain these enhancements: 1) Requiring a complex web password and frequent changes to the web password 2) Displaying the last login date and time on the main menu 3) Displaying security alert information automatically, and, perhaps most importantly, allowing the user the ability to establish a login ID to replace the use of the SSN. These enhancements will be available to you the next time you log-in after September 25.  If you have any questions regarding Employee Express, please contact your servicing human resources office.

12th Annual Talent Within:  This October, the USGS will hold its annual Talent Within Art Show.  Submissions will be accepted from Reston-based USGS employees, their immediate families, contractors and retirees September 24-28.  Most types of arts and crafts will be accepted, including carvings, ceramics, digital art, needlework, paintings, paper crafts, sculptures, woodworking and others.  Photography and alternative processing photography are excluded.  Please ensure all submissions are finished quality (ready-to-hang) include special hanging/mounting hardware, display cases will be provided.  All entries must be deemed appropriate, and entries are limited due to space restrictions.  Children's artwork in any of the accepted formats, ready-to-hang are welcome.  For additional information or to submit an entry contact Carleen Kostic (x7794) or Maria Arguelles (x7990).
Free Lab Equipment:  A SummaSketch III Professional Graphics Tablet by Summagraphics with a 12-inch by 18-inch digitizing area, commonly used to digitize points on paper maps, is available on a first-come, first-served basis.  If you are interested in this item please contact Tyler Coplen at x5834.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

September 12 Lasik Surgery Lunch-n-Learn 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B215

Get information about improving your vision 

September 19 Employee Health Fair

10:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Art Hallway

Will include Free Massage & Glucose Screenings

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Applied Hydrologic Research Branch, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0482 and the position closes on September 4.

· Oceanographer, GS-12, Staff Oceanographer, Woods Hole Science Center, Woods Hole, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0317 and the position closes on September 5.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Associate Director, Nevada Water Science Center, Carson City, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0562 and the position closes on September 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0506 and the position closes on September 17.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Santa Maria Field Office, California Water Science Center, Santa Maria, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0558 and the position closes on September 25.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Bi-annual Discrimination and Whistleblower Training Due September 30, 2007: The “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act”, commonly known as the No FEAR Act, requires biannual training for all DOI employees. The purpose of the training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing”. Once completed, this training may be credited toward one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors. All USGS employees must complete this training by September 30, 2007. It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty. There is no cost to access this training via DOI LEARN. Alternate methods are available for employees without computer access or who are experiencing problems completing the training on-line. Melanie K. Hood, Office of Employee Development, is the DOI LEARN Program Manager for USGS and is responsible for assigning this course to users. Information on alternate delivery methods is available by contacting Ms. Hood via email, mkhood@usgs.gov or by phone, 303-445-4681.

Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Shapiro, A.M., Hsieh, P.A., Burton, W.C., and Walsh, G.J., 2007, Integrated Multi-Scale Characterization of Ground-Water Flow and Chemical Transport in Fractured Crystalline Rock at the Mirror Lake Site, New Hampshire, Subsurface Hydrology: Data Integration for Properties and Processes, p. 201–225.
Ward, B.B., Eveillard, D., Kirshtein, J.D., Nelson, J.D., Voytek, M.A., and Jackson, G.A., 2007, Ammonia-oxidizing bacterial community composition in estuarine and oceanic environments assessed using a functional gene microarray, Environmental Microbiology, vol. 9, p. 2522–2538.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Weeks, E.P., and McMahon, P.B., 2007, Nitrous oxide fluxes from cultivated areas and rangeland: U.S. high plains: Vadose Zone Journal, v. 6, no. 3, p. 496-510.
Wórum, F.P., Carricart-Ganivet, J.P., Benson, Larry, Golicher, Duncan, 2007, Simulation and observations of annual density banding in skeletons of Montastraea (Cnidaria: Scaleractinia) growing under thermal stress associated with ocean warming: American Society of Limnology and Oceanography, Inc., v. 52, no. 5, p. 2317-2323.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Su, G.W., Jasperse, J., Seymour, D., Constantz, J., and Zhou, Q., 2007, Analysis of pumping-induced unsaturated regions beneath a perennial river:  Water Resources Research, v. 43, W08421, http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2006WR005389.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Over (








