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Seminars

Tuesday, October 23, Dalia Bach, Columbia University, “Comparison of a Global Landslide Event Inventory to a Satellite-based Landslide Algorithm”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, October 24, Katharine Maher, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Geochronology of Weathering and Climate Change in the Quaternary: New Techniques Using the Ion Microprobe (SHIRMP-RG)”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 25, Rob Striegl, USGS, Denver, CO, “Plumbing the Carbon Cycle: The Role of Inland Waters in Carbon Sequestration, Exchange and Export”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m.
Notices
BRR/WR Scientists Honored by California DWR:  Our BRR/WR colleagues, Mike Dettinger and Dan Cayan, were among the recipients of the California Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) first-ever "Climate Science Service Awards".  Mike and Dan were among five scientists recognized by DWR Director Lester Snow on October 3 for their ongoing assistance on planning for climate variability and change.  The other awardees were Gregg Garfin and Connie Woodhouse of the University of Arizona and Brad Udall of the University of Colorado.  Congratulations, Mike and Dan!

Jan Thompson Receives USGS Diversity Award:  Our BRR/WR colleague Jan Thompson received the first USGS/Western Region Diversity Award in the Supervisory Category for her "contribution to the values of diversity include the active pursuit of diversity through a leadership style that fosters discussion and exploration of other's view points and opinions, consistently hiring and using Workforce Diversity Programs, and supporting staff with on-going mentoring and encouragement" -- Anne Kinsinger.  Congratulations, Jan!

New USGS/Menlo Park Self-Guided Tour:  Thanks to an ad-hoc committee, a revised and updated version of the USGS/Menlo Park Science Center Self-Guided Tour is now available as USGS Fact Sheet 2007-3072 (http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3072).  Hard copies are available in the Visitor Center, Map and Publication Sales (MaPS), and Science Information & Library Services (SILS).

USGS Global Change RFP:  The USGS Director's office has announced a FY08 request for proposals (RFP) for research opportunities in global change.  Global-change science is a key component of USGS research and the new Bureau Science Strategy, which involves all USGS disciplines and regions. Specific information regarding the RFP, including details of the objectives, potential funding levels, selection criteria and process, and a timeline for completion, can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/global_change/docs/usgs_fy08_global_change_rfp.pdf.  The submission deadline for all proposals is 11:59PM EST, November 30.

Extension of Abstract Deadline for Second USGS Modeling Conference:  The deadline for submitting abstracts for the Second USGS Modeling Conference has been extended to COB October 26 2007 in order to give more people the chance to participate in this conference.  Please see the conference website (http://geology.usgs.gov/modeling2008/index.htm) for further information on abstract criteria.

NGWA Session on Ground Water in Developing Countries:  Our USGS/Utah colleague Vic Heilweil is co-convening a special session on "Ground Water in Developing Countries:  Challenges and Opportunities" (Session # 2268) for the 2008 National Ground-Water Association (NGWA) Ground Water Summit, which will take place on March 30-April 3 in Memphis, Tennessee.  Details about the call for abstracts can be viewed at http://www.ngwa.org/2008summit/.  The abstract deadline is November 1.

Digital Wetlands Data from F&WS:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (F&WS) has the responsibility for coordinating the wetlands layer of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  They have been successful in assembling wetlands data for about 60 percent of the nation. These data are in a consistent, standardized format and available at http://wetlandsfws.er.usgs.gov/.  If you have questions or need additional information please email: gs-w_Wetlands_Mapper@usgs.gov.

USGS Ground-Water Data on the Web:  In response to many requests, the USGS Office of Ground Water has developed a new ground-water data web portal, patterned after the USGS Climate Response Network, which features all wells served by NWISWeb that have been measured in the last 366 days.  This product, called the Active Water Level Network (AWL), is now ready for internal USGS review at http://ogw01.er.usgs.gov/default.asp.  Please send any concerns or comments to Linda Geiger (lgeiger@usgs.gov) by October 31.

New Ground Water Trends Coordinator for the NAWQA Program:  Bruce Lindsey has been selected as the Ground Water Trends Coordinator for the NAWQA Program.  Bruce has a diversity of relevant technical experiences that include ground-water modeling, statistical analyses, and network design.  He has been involved with the NAWQA program for the past 15 years in a variety of positions--including most recently as Lead Scientist of the Piedmont Principal Aquifer Team.  The trends coordinator position is an ideal opportunity for Bruce to combine his technical experience in NAWQA and other USGS programs with his leadership and coordination skills. Congratulations, Bruce.

Emergency Preparedness and Continuity of Operations Training:  Annually required emergency training will be held in the auditorium from 10:30 - 11:30 or 2:30 - 3:30 on October 23, 2007.    All personnel with collateral duties involving safety matters are encouraged to attend, everyone is welcome.  Those unable to attend the training can view the materials at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/emergencyline.html.

Annual Window Cleaning at the National Center, J.W. Powell Building:  All windows inside and out are scheduled to be cleaned beginning October 29, 2007.  If you will be out of the office, please ensure someone can gain access to your office to accommodate the cleaners. 

Hands-On Blackberry Training:  Valerie Walker of the USGS Collaborative Communications Infrastructure Team will be conducting hand-on Blackberry training.  There are two sessions available, October 31, 2007 from 1:00 to 3:00 or November 1, 2007 from 9:00 to 11:00.  The same topics will be covered at each session; new models, tips and tricks, shortcuts, and where to get help.  Please bring your Blackberry with you.

Eastern Region Diversity Sub-council Nominations:  The Eastern Region has two slots to fill on the Diversity Sub-council.  An appointment to the council would be a collateral duty estimating less than 20% of a person's time for a two year term.  Some of the responsibilities include; planning programs, attending conferences, networking, and addressing diversity issues.  All nominations are due to Dan Cavanaugh by October 29, 2007.  If interested please fill out the nomination form and route it through your supervisor for endorsement.  http://gsvaresh01.er.usgs.gov/Distribution/5A380537818EAB958525737600643C63
Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 2007:  For the past several years the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing canned goods and/or dry foods between now and Nov. 14, 2007.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities (over the holidays), FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection will be located once again in Michelle’s office 5B-221.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers if needed.  Thanks again for your continued support.  This is a wonderful effort.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

November 7 Cholesterol and Heart Disease
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

RSVP to Health Unit
November 7 & 19 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-12, Project Chief, Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project, Florida Integrated Science Center, Orlando, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0006 and the position closes on October 24.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Angelo, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0664 and the position closes on November 2.

· Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Staff Hydrologist, Office of Surface Water, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2008-0007 and the position closes on November 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Post Falls Office, Idaho Water Science Center, Post Falls, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0022 and the position closes on November 9.

· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0028 and the position closes on November 13.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Breen, K.J., Revesz, K.; Baldassare, F.J., and McAuley, S.D., 2007, Natural Gases in Ground Water near Tioga Junction, Tioga County, North-Central Pennsylvania–-Occurrence and Use of Isotopes to Determine Origins, 2005, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5085, 65 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Clark, P.U., Hostetler, S.W., Pisias, N.G., Schmittner, A., and Meissner, K.J., 2007, Mechanisms for a ~7-kyr climate and sea-level oscillation during marine isotope stage 3 in Schmittner, A., Chiang, J., and Hemming, S., eds., Ocean Circulation:  Mechanisms and Impacts:  American Geophysical Union Geophysical Monograph 173, p. 209-246.

Magirl, C.S., Smart, G.M., Gartner, J.W., and Webb, R.H., 2007, Techniques and instrumentation for measuring flow in high-gradient rivers inCowin, E.A. and Hill, D.F., eds., 2007 Hydraulic Measurements & Experimental Methods Conference:  Lake Placid, New York, September 10-12, American Society of Civil Engineers, p. 454-459.

Schmittner, A., Galbraith, E.D., Hostetler, S.W., Pederson, T.F., and Zhang, R., 2007, Large fluctuations of dissolved oxygen in the Indian and Pacific oceans during Dansgaard-Oeschger oscillations caused by variations of North Atlantic deep water circulation:  Paleoceanography, v. 22, doi:10.1029/2006PA001384, 17 p.

Van Metre, P.C., Wilson, J.T., Horowitz, A.J., Skrobialowski, S.C., Foreman, W.T., Fuller, C.C., Burkhardt, M.R., Elrick, K.A., Mahler, B.J., Smith, J.J., and Zaugg, S.D., 2007, Chemical constituents in sediment in Lake Pontchartrain and in street mud and canal sediment in New Orleans, Louisiana, following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 2005:  U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 206, 159 p., http://pubs.usgs.gov/ds/206/.

Webb, R.H., Boyer, D.E., Turner, R.M., and Bullock, S.H., 2007, The Desert Laboratory Repeat Photography Collection -- An invaluable archive documenting landscape change:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2007-3046.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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