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Seminars

Thursday, October 4, Bridget Scanlon, University of Texas, “Impacts of Changing Land Use and Land Cover on Subsurface Water Resources” , Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Friday, October 5, Jonathan Smith and Paul Hearn, “Presentation on Land Cover Change”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, October 4, Pierre D. Glynn, NRP, BRR/ER, “From Geodes and Test Tubes to Geochemical Modeling and Thermodynamic Systems”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, October 10, Various Scientists from the Florida Integrated Science Center, “Hypersalinity, Heat Transfer, and Manatees in the Everglades of South Florida”, Visitors Center, 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, October 10, Jake F. Weltzin, National Phenology Network Coordinator, Tucson, AZ, “Implementation of a Science-Based US National Phenology Network”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
Notices
New Team Chief Scientist for Volcano Hazards:  Manny Nathenson has been selected as the new Team Chief Scientist for Volcano Hazards.  Manny received a BS from Carnegie Institute of Technology and MS and PhD degrees from Stanford University in engineering.  He joined the USGS in 1972 to work on geothermal resources, studied heat flow in geothermal systems, and participated in all three national resource assessments.  Currently, Manny's research is focused on the chemical and isotopic characteristics of slightly thermal springs at volcanoes in the Cascade Range and on assessing long-term probabilities of volcanic eruptions.  Most recently, Manny developed new probability models for eruption recurrence intervals at Yellowstone National Park and Medicine Lake volcano.  He served as Associate Chief of the Branch of Igneous and Geothermal Processes in 1983-87, Chief of the Branch of Volcanic and Geothermal Processes and Coordinator of the Volcanic Hazards and Geothermal Studies Program in 1994-95, and helped set up the new Volcano Hazards Team in 1995-96.  Since 2000, he has served as Scientist-in-Charge and then Associate Chief Scientist for the Volcano Hazards Team in Menlo Park.  Manny's predecessor Jeff Wynn (USGS/CVO) returns to science, performing research for both the Minerals Resources and Volcano Hazards programs.

New Team Chief Scientist for Astrogeology:  Jeff Johnson of USGS/Flagstaff has been selected as the new Team Chief Scientist for Astrogeology.  Jeff did his undergraduate work at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor with Henry Pollack, compiling a global terrestrial heat flow database.  He then spent the summer of  1988 at the USGS/Flagstaff as a NASA intern and continued his education at the University of Arizona, earning a MS and PhD in the Geosciences Department.  In early 1997, Jeff came back to the Astrogeology Team in Flagstaff as the first Eugene M. Shoemaker Fellow. His project was to work on the Mars Pathfinder mission, using the Lander’s visible/near-infrared images to study the mineralogy and physical properties of the site.  Jeff was a Participating Scientist on the ill-fated 1999 Mars Polar Lander mission, but rebounded as a Participating Scientist with the Mars Exploration Rover missions, where since 2002 he has participated extensively in testing and mission operations with both Spirit and Opportunity.  During that time, Jeff has led efforts to characterize the visible/near-infrared spectroscopic and photometric properties of rocks and soils using PanCam (panoramic) observations from both rovers, which are soon to enter their third Martian year of operations.  Jeff's predecessor Lisa Gaddis returns to full-time science.
Reminder -- 2nd USGS Modeling Conference Deadline Approaching:  The 2nd USGS Modeling Conference, “Painting the Big Picture”, will be held February 11-15, 2008, in Orange Beach, Alabama.  This year’s conference will highlight USGS contributions to understanding the “big picture” with the themes:  Integrated Landscape Monitoring, Global Climate Change, Ecosystem Modeling, and Hazards and Risks. The conference will bring together scientists and managers from within and outside the USGS to develop recommendations for key short- and long-term actions to enhance USGS modeling capabilities; showcase our scientific modeling capabilities; and to help increase collaboration across disciplines and with other organizations.  The deadline for abstract submission (both poster and oral) is October 15.  The conference website is http://geology.usgs.gov/modeling2008.
Protecting Portable Devices:  The United States Computer Emergency Readiness Team (US-CERT) has published an article (http://www.us-cert.gov/cas/tips/ST04-017.html) on the protection of portable devices.  The article outlines a number of ways to protect the physical security of your laptop, PC, or Personal Digital Assistant (PDA).  What can you do if your government laptop or PDA is lost or stolen?  Report the loss or theft to the appropriate authorities, including your immediate supervisor, representatives from law enforcement agencies, USGS Security Point of Contact, and if applicable, hotel or conference staff.  If your device contained or is suspected of containing sensitive information such as personally identifiable information (PII), immediately report the loss or theft to the USGS Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT) at http://itsot.usgs.gov/csirt/ or csirt@usgs.gov to facilitate the one hour reporting requirement.  PII is information which can be used to distinguish or trace an individual's identity, such as their name, social security number, biometric records, etc., alone or when combined with other personal or identifying information which is linked or linkable to a specific individual, such as date and place of birth or mother’s maiden name.

Mandatory Acceptance of USGS IT Rules of Behavior:  All USGS employees, contractors, emeriti, volunteers, and associates are required by DOI and USGS policies to acknowledge and accept the Rules of Behavior (RoB) to use or access information technology systems at USGS.  Acknowledgement and acceptance of these RoB must be completed by October 31, 2007.  The time required to complete this task is less than ten minutes per employee.  

Notes client:
notes://gsvaresh01.er.usgs.gov/ROB.nsf/ROB?OpenForm
Web client:
https://gsvaresh01.er.usgs.gov/ROB.nsf
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:


October 3 Cholesterol Screening
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Room 1B2l5
ONLY 40 Appointments Available

12-hour fasting except water; please bring a stamped, self-addressed envelope
October 9 American Screening will provide ultrasound tests for; Heart Function - $99, Stroke - $35, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm - $35, Peripheral Vascular Disease - $35, and Osteoporosis - $25.  They also will provide ECG/EKG - $15 and Body Composition - $25 tests.  Call American Screening at 1-800-686-3035 to sign up for testing.  You can receive all 7 tests for $199 or 2-5 tests for $110.
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5
If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Chief, Santa Maria Field Office, California Water Science Center, Santa Maria, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0558 and the position closes on October 5.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Nevada Water Science Center, Carson City, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0589 and the position closes on October 9.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Angelo, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0664 and the position closes on October 19.
· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0028 and the position closes on November 13.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Cazull, S.B., McGuire, J.T., Cozzarelli, I.M., Raymond, A., and Welsh, L., 2007, Centimeter-scale characterization of biogeochemical gradients at a wetland-aquifer interface using capillary electrophoresis, Applied Geochemistry, doi: 10.1016/j.apgeochem.2007.06.003
Coplen, T.B., 2007, Calibration of the calcite–water oxygen-isotope geothermometer at Devils Hole, Nevada, a natural laboratory, Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, vol. 71, no. 16, p. 3948-3957.
Cozzarelli, I.M., and Weiss, J. V., 2007, Biogeochemistry of Aquifer Systems, in Hurst, C.J., Crawford, R.L., Garland, J.L., Lipson, D.A., Mills, A.L., and Stetzenbach, L.D., eds., Manual of Environmental Microbiology, 3rd edition: Washington, DC., ASM Press, p. 843-859.
Kneeshaw, T.A., McGuire, J.T., Smith, E.W., Cozzarelli, I.M., 2007, Evaluation of Sulfate Reduction at Experimentally Induced Mixing Interfaces Using Small-Scale Push-Pull Tests in an Aquifer-Wetland System, Applied Geochemistry, doi: 10.1016/j.apgeochem.2007.06.006
MacNeil, R.E., Sanford, W.E., Connor, C.B., Sandberg, S.K., and Diez, M., 2007, Investigation of the groundwater system at Masaya Caldera, Nicaragua, using transient electromagnetics and numerical simulation, Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, vol. 166, no. 16, p. 217-232.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Healy, R.W., Winter, T.C., LaBaugh, J.W., and Franke, O.L., 2007, Water budgets—Foundations for effective water-resources and environmental management: U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1308, 90 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Blainey, J.B., Webb, R.H., and Magirl, C.S., 2007, Modeling the spatial and temporal variation of monthly and seasonal precipitation on the Nevada Test Site and vicinity, 1960-2006:  U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2007-1269, 40 p., http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2007/1269/.

Gartner, J.W., Wellman, R.E., Wood, T.M., and Cheng, R.T., 2007, Water velocity and suspended solids measurements by in-situ instruments in Upper Klamath Lake, Oregon: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File report 2007-1279, 137 p., http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2007/1279/.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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