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Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, December 4, Ronald S. Oremland, USGS, Branch of Regional Research, Menlo Park, CA, “The Ecology of Arsenic. . . . .a melodrama in 10 “Ms”: Murder, Mayhem, Mobility in Malodorous Mono Muds, Microbes, Mars, and Minimal Methane”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Friday, December 7, Laurel Larsen, University of Colorado at Boulder, “A Complex Adaptive Systems Approach to the Prediction of Landscape Evolution in the Everglades”, Room 4C-315, 1:00 p.m. (ROOM & TIME CHANGE)
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, November 29, Kathryn M. Conko, NRP, BRR/ER, “Mercury and Arsenic in Gorlovka, Ukraine: Potential Human Health Impact”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Moody and Martin Fire-Watershed Work Highlighted on USGS Home Page:  Wildfire-watershed science by our BRR/CR colleagues John Moody and Deb Martin is currently highlighted on the USGS home page under "Featured Topics"; see http://www.usgs.gov/.  Congratulations, John and Deb!

Marmot Dam-Removal Video:  On October 19, USGS scientists documented sediment release following an engineered dam failure of the Marmot Dam on the Sandy River, Oregon. Their time-lapse movie shows the breaching of the dam and the subsequent rapid evacuation of sediment.  The time-lapse photography is used for analysis of sediment transport, eventually helping to determine its effects on river behavior downstream.  Portland General Electric removed the vintage 1913 Marmot Dam in order to restore a free-flowing river for the improvement of fish habitat.  To view the video, visit http://vulcan.wr.usgs.gov/Projects/MarmotDam/framework.html.
Common Errors Regarding Travel Expenses -- Meal Deductions:  Federal Travel Regulations (FTR) require the traveler to reduce the amount of M&IE claimed when any meal is provided on TDY travel.  Put a note on your worksheet if a meal was provided.  If the cost of the meal provided is known, the exact amount must be deducted from the corresponding day.  If the amount of the meal is not known, then Travel Manager will calculate the amount to deduct in accordance with the FTRs.  Local Travel - While on local travel, your government bankcard must not be used for any related expenses including, but not limited to parking, metro, and taxis.  These expenses should instead be covered by the employee and then submitted on a SF 1164 Claim for Reimbursement.  ATM Cash Advances on GOVCC - Travelers may use their bankcard for ATM cash advances.  An ATM cash advance can be taken up to five days before the traveler’s departure date, and no earlier.  However, the amount of the cash advance can not exceed out of pocket expenses (M&IE and small travel expenses paid with cash).  ATM advances are not to be taken after the traveler returns home.
Soil and Water Conservation Society Annual Conference:  The 2008 Soil and Water Conservation Society Annual Conference has been planned for July 26-30 in Tucson, AZ.  Wednesday July 30 a “Getting the Water Right” session will be held.  Presentations will focus on hydrology, climate change, and bio-economy.  USGS is planning to hold a one-day workshop on Thursday July 31 to share information on national priorities and research needs for agricultural practices with on emphasis on biofuels.  Information and registration can be found at http://www.swcs.org/en/conferences/2008_annual_conference/.  Please contact Janice Ward jward@usgs.gov or Elisabeth Brouwers brouwers@usgs.gov for information regarding the USGS workshop.
Great Lakes Basin Water Availability and Use Web Site:  A new USGS web site that describes the Great Lakes Basin Water Availability and Use pilot project is now available.  Because it’s a pilot for a much broader effort, this website should be of interest to a wide audience.  The web site can be found at http://water.usgs.gov/wateravailability/greatlakes, and includes links to all reports that the pilot project has produced to date.  The study was undertaken at the specific request of the Congress, in response to ideas presented to them in USGS Circular 1223.  This Circular answers Congress' questions about the potential for a national assessment of water availability and use.  The idea of a national assessment of water availability and use is really the foundation of ideas presented in both the USGS Strategic Science Plan, (U.S. Geological Survey, 2007; see p. 47, "A Water Census of the United States"), and in the SWAQ plan (National Science and Technology Council, 2007; see p. 15, "Implement a National Water Census").  It is hoped that the pilot study will show the utility of working at regional scales to answer such questions as: How much water do we have now? How is water being used? How is water availability changing? How much water can we expect to have in the future?
Leave Share for Cindy Brown:  Cynthia L. Brown, a research scientist with the Water Resources Discipline, National Research Program in Menlo Park, CA, has exhausted her sick and annual leave balances due to continuing medical needs.  She has applied and was accepted into the Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. Any donations to Cindy would be greatly appreciated.  If you are interested, see http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/hro/benefits/famlv/program.html for form OPM 630-A.  Submit the completed form to: Rose Wheeler, USGS, Human Resources Office, 345 Middlefield Road, MS 613, Menlo Park, CA 94025, Phone: (650) 329-4084, Fax: (650) 329-5497

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
Combined Federal Campaign Fair:  Come join representatives from local CFC charities in the Art Hallway from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on November 27, 2007.  Representatives will be providing information on their charities.  Take a peek at how your CFC contributions help support local charities.  Charities that will be represented are LINK, INC, Cocker Spaniel Rescue, Lost Cat and Dog Rescue Foundation, and Friends of Homeless Animals.
WRD Holiday Party:  There will be a traditional pot luck party in the Auditorium for all staff in the Water Resources Discipline.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to share on Wednesday, December 17 at 11:30 a.m. for a delicious lunch with all of your WRD colleagues.  No charge, but please sign up with your Project Assistant so we know how many are coming.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

December 12 Stroke and Peripheral Vascular Disease Lecture

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

Presented by Cardiac Care Associates
If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0532 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Angelo, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0664 and the position closes on November 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Fort Collins Science Center (BRD), Fort Collins, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0018 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-13, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0034 and the position closes on November 27.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0014 and the position closes on November 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Assistant Director, South Dakota Water Science Center, Huron, SD.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0058 and the position closes on November 30.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Analyst, North Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0089 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Analyst, South Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0089 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, North Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Minneapolis, MN.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0083 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, South Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0083 and the position closes on December 7.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0030 and the position closes on December 14.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on December 31.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Sebol, L.A., Robertson, W.D., Busenberg, E., Plummer, L.N., Ryan, M.C., and Schiff, S.L., 2007, Evidence of CFC Degradation in Groundwater Under Pyrite-Oxidizing Conditions, Journal of Hydrology, vol. 347, 12 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Florsheim, J.L., and Dettinger, M., 2007, Climate and floods still govern California levee breaks:  Geophysical Research Letters, v. 34, LL22403, doi:10.1029/2007GL031702; for a personal-use copy go to http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/florsheim07.pdf
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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