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Upcoming Seminars

Friday, December 7, Laurel Larsen, University of Colorado at Boulder, “A Complex Adaptive Systems Approach to the Prediction of Landscape Evolution in the Everglades”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, November 29, Kathryn M. Conko, NRP, BRR/ER, “Mercury and Arsenic in Gorlovka, Ukraine: Potential Human Health Impact”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on Friday, November 23, Ward Sanford will serve as Acting Branch Chief.

FY09 SERDP Proposal Announcement and Free Proposal Preparation Seminar Sponsored by EPA: The Department of Defense Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) is seeking proposals in response to its FY 2009 Core Research Solicitation. The Core solicitation provides funding in varying amounts for multi-year projects.  Federal proposals are due Thursday, March 6, 2008.  Statements of Need and detailed instructions for submitting proposals are available on the SERDP web site: http://www.serdp.org/Funding/core-fed/index.cfm.  Research topics covered under this year's solicitation include Environmental Restoration and Sustainable Infrastructure.  For those interested in this program, SERDP Executive Director Mr. Bradley Smith will conduct an online seminar SERDP Funding Opportunities on December 14, 2007, 1:00-2:30 PM EST. This “how to play” briefing will offer essential information for those who are interested in new funding opportunities in SERDP.  During the online seminar, participants may ask general questions about the SERDP funding process, submitting proposals, and the FY 2009 solicitations. To learn more about this online seminar or to register, visit http://www.clu-in.org/conf/tio/serdpfunding/.
Hupp and Osterkamp Article Highly Cited:  The article “Riparian Vegetation and Fluvial Geomorphic Processes” (Volume 14, Issue 4, 1996) authored by our NRP colleagues, Cliff Hupp and Waite Osterkamp, is listed by the editors as being among the five most highly cited papers in the journal Geomorphology according to Elsevier's Scopus.  Congratulations, Cliff and Waite!
Jim Smith Receives Hans Albert Einstein Award:  The 2007 Hans Albert Einstein Award was presented to our BRR/CR colleague Jim Dungan Smith at the ASCE Annual Business Meeting in Orlando, Florida, on November 3.  The award recognizes Jim's outstanding achievement in the rigorous application of the principles of fluid mechanics to sediment transport problems on the continental shelf and in the near-shore zone, estuaries, and rivers.  Congratulations, Jim!

Daren Carlisle Selected as Chief of NAWQA Ecological Synthesis:  Daren Carlisle has been selected to succeed Steve Moulton as Chief of the Ecological National Synthesis Team for the National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program.   Daren earned his PhD in aquatic ecotoxicology from Colorado State University (CSU).  He began his career with the National Park Service coordinating region-wide aquatic and fisheries research in Omaha, Nebraska.  Daren began working with the USGS and the Ecological National Synthesis Team in December 2002.  His work has involved: 1) collaboration with CSU to develop a comprehensive database of species traits for North American benthic invertebrates to enhance our interpretation of stream aquatic communities and 2) collaboration with USEPA and academia to evaluate modeling of biota-environment relations at populations of reference sites to predict expected community composition at assessed sites.   The latter effort is foundational to the analysis of ecological data collected during the first decade of NAWQA and will be summarized and published in the next year or so as a USGS Circular.   Daren's primary responsibility during the next two years will be to lead the Ecological National Synthesis Team in completing the Circular and assisting with the planning of NAWQA Cycle 3.  Congratulations, Daren!

Oklahoma WSC Seeks Surface-Water Specialist:  The USGS Oklahoma Water Science Center (WSC) is recruiting a hydrologist to groom into the Surface-Water Specialist position.  Oklahoma has many nutrient issues, and recent USGS work there has focused on surrogate relations, trends and loads.  Oklahoma has also experienced both extreme drought and extreme flooding in the last few years, and there are many opportunities to evaluate extreme-flow trends.  The position will be posted as a GS-9/11; possibly GS-12 as well.  It is located in Oklahoma City (http://www.okcchamber.com/, http://www.okccvb.org/), which has a downtown area much like San Antonio (river walk, restaurants, entertainment, baseball park) and very affordable housing, property and land in the rural areas.  Inquiries should be directed to Kim Winton, Director, USGS Oklahoma Water Science Center (405-810-4417, kwinton@usgs.gov).

USGS Opportunity at GEO Secretariat, Geneva:  For the past 18 months Douglas Muchoney, USGS/Geography, has been seconded as a science advisor to the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland.  The USGS is a supporting member of GEO, an international partnership that includes 71 member countries, the European Commission, and 46 participating organizations.  Barbara Ryan, USGS Associate Director for Geography, is soliciting interest from USGS scientists at the GS-15 level to replace Doug when his 2-year detail ends this spring.  The GEO Secretariat is particularly interested in acquiring expertise in the areas of biodiversity, ecosystems management, and hydrology.  For additional information, see http://www.earthobservations.org/about/entities/about_secretariat2.html.  Interested scientists should make certain that their USGS management will provide the necessary financial support associated with this assignment.  In addition to salary and benefits, there are relocation, travel, cost-of-living, and additional administrative expenses that will be incurred.  Questions regarding logistics should be directed to Michele Redner, USGS International Programs Office (mredner@usgs.gov).  The individual selected would be required to reside in the Geneva area and serve on a 1-year detail.  If agreed to by all parties, there is an option for a 1-year extension.   If your USGS management supports this opportunity, please submit your resume by Monday, December 3, to Sharon Maccini in the Office of the Associate Director for Geography (smaccini@usgs.gov).  In addition to your resume, please include a one-page essay on why you are interested in this opportunity and what contribution you could make.
Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
WRD Holiday Party:  There will be a traditional pot luck party in the Auditorium for all staff in the Water Resources Discipline.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to share on Wednesday, December 17 at 11:30 a.m. for a delicious lunch with all of your WRD colleagues.  No charge, but please sign up with your Project Assistant so we know how many are coming.

Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

November 19 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

December 12 Stroke and Peripheral Vascular Disease Lecture

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

Presented by Cardiac Care Associates
If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Wisconsin Water Science Center, Middleton, WI.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0025 and the position closes on November 20.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on November 23.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0532 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Angelo, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0664 and the position closes on November 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Fort Collins Science Center (BRD), Fort Collins, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0018 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-13, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0034 and the position closes on November 27.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0014 and the position closes on November 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Assistant Director, South Dakota Water Science Center, Huron, SD.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0058 and the position closes on November 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Eng, K., Milly, P.C.D., and Tasker, G.D., 2007, Flood Regionalization: A Hybrid Geographic and Predictor-Variable Region-of-Influence Regression Method, Journal of Hydrologic Engineering, vol. 12, no. 6, p. 585 – 591

Larsen, L.G., Harvey, J.W., and Crimaldi, J.P., 2007, A Delicate Balance: Ecohydrological Feedbacks Governing Landscpe Morphology in a Lotic Peatland, Ecological Monographs, vol. 77, no. 4, p. 591 – 614, Click Here for Article
Shapiro, A.M., 2007, Publishing Our “Ugly Babies”, Ground Water, vol. 45, no. 6, p. 655
New Publications from BRR/CR

Wickland, K.P., Neff, J.C., and Aiken, G.R., 2007, Dissolved Organic Carbon in Alaskan Boreal Forest: Sources, Chemical Characteristics, and Biodegradability, Ecosystems, DOI 10.1007/s10021-007-9101-4
New Publications from BRR/WR

Cloern, J.E., Jassby, A.D., Thompson, J.K., and Hieb, K.A., 2007, A cold phase of the East Pacific triggers new phytoplankton blooms in San Francisco Bay:  Proceedings of the National Academy of  Sciences USA, v. 104, p.18,561-18,565, doi:10.1073/pnas.0706151104, http://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/0706151104v1 
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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