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Seminars

Wednesday, November 14, Elena Nilsen, USGS, Portland, OR, “Sedimentary Organic Biomarkers Show Detrimental Impacts of PAHs on Estuarine Microbial Biomass During the 20th Century in San Francisco Bay”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 15, George Veni, Director, National Cave and Karst Research Institute, “The Status of Cave and Karst Research, Management, and Education in the United States”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 15, Dave Naftz, USGS, Utah Water Science Center, Salt Lake City, UT, “Great Salt Lake, Utah: Mercury Methylation Factory or Hemispheric Bird Habitat?”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Friday, November 16, Jurate M. Landwehr, NRP, BRR/ER, “A Case of Interhemispheric Concurrence: Major Climate Variability Across the Northeastern Pacific and the Southern Great Basin Corresponds with East Antarctica Over Three Glacial Cycles”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m. (This seminar was her invited GSA talk co-authored with Ike Winograd)
Notices
Branch Admin Office:  The Branch administrative office will be closed on Friday, November 23rd.  If you have urgent business, please stop by on or before Wednesday, November 21, 2007.

Geography’s Best Scientific Paper Awards for 2007:  These awards were established in 2007 to recognize individual scientists for their contribution to geographic sciences through published, peer-reviewed manuscripts.  Dr. Dianna Hogan, USGS Eastern Geography Science Center, and Dr. Mark Walbridge, USDA Agricultural Research Service, are the recipients of the Best Scientific Paper in Geography by a New USGS Scientist Award.   Their paper entitled “Best Management Practices for Nutrient and Sediment Retention in Urban Stormwater Runoff” was published in the Journal of Environmental Quality (Vol 36: 386-395, 2007) and contributes substantially to our knowledge of the effectiveness of Best Management Practices (BMPs) structures in urban environmental settings.  Dr. Richard Bernknopf and Dr. Anne Wein, USGS Western Geography Science Center, Dr. Marc St-Onge, Geological Survey of Canada, and Dr. Stephen Lucas, Natural Resources Canada, are the recipients of the Best Scientific Paper in Geography Award.  Their paper entitled “Analysis of Improved Government Geological Map Information for Mineral Exploration: Incorporating Efficiency, Productivity, Effectiveness, and Risk Considerations” was published as a joint Geological Survey of Canada Bulletin (593) and U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper (172).  Joint publications of the two agencies are rare and the results represent a significant advancement of approaches to estimate how updated and improved geologic maps influence costs, efficiencies, and uncertainties associated with mineral exploration.  Additionally, the methodologies highlighted in this report should be broadly applicable in assessing relationships between other environmental and economic endpoints and themes.  Congratulations to the authors for their significant contributions to the Geographic Sciences.
Family Volunteer Day:  On Saturday, November 17, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Take Pride in America is hosting a clean up event at the Dyke Wildlife Preserve in Alexandria.  Families are encouraged to come out and support the clean up efforts along the Potomac River.  Please wear long pants and sturdy shoes.  All trash bags, goodies, and refreshments will be provided.  RSVP to Justin_Kintz@ios.doi.gov or call (202) 208-8548 for additional information.

Thanksgiving Feast:  The National Center Cafeteria will be featuring a Thanksgiving Feast on Thursday, November 15, from 11:00 to 1:30.  Meals include: entree, 2 sides, a roll, and a fountain beverage for $6.05.

New Award Certification Form:  Awards Certification Form 9-3085 has been replaced by DOI form DI-451.  This form is available on WebForms at: https://gsvaresa01.er.usgs.gov/welcome.nsf.  If you have any questions please contact the human resource office.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

November 19 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

December 12 Stroke and Peripheral Vascular Disease Lecture

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

Presented by Cardiac Care Associates
If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Post Falls Office, Idaho Water Science Center, Post Falls, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0022 and the position closes on November 16.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Orlando, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0011 and the position closes on November 16.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on November 19.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0030 and the position closes on November 19.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Wisconsin Water Science Center, Middleton, WI.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0025 and the position closes on November 20.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on November 23.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0532 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Angelo, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0664 and the position closes on November 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Fort Collins Science Center (BRD), Fort Collins, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0018 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-13, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0034 and the position closes on November 27.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Gandhi, N., Bhavsar, S.P., Diamond, M.L., Kuwabara, J.S., Mark Marvin-DiPasquale, M., and Krabbenhoft, D.P., 2007, Development of a mercury speciation, fate and biotic uptake (BIOTRANSPEC) model:  Application to Lahontan Reservoir (Nevada, USA):  Environmental Toxicology & Chemistry, v. 26, p. 2,260-2,273.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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